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Surname Meanings
Cameron: A Highland clan name, from Gaelic camshron, wry or hooked nose.
Britt: This surname is of Norman origin, and originally indicated a Breton. People with this surname are
likely descended from a Norman noble with the surname de Brito, or from his tenants.
Daly: An Anglicized form of the Old Gaelic name O'Dalaigh from the personal name Dalach, which in
turn is derived from dail, an assembly or meeting place, as, for example, Dail Eireann, the Irish Parliament.
Henson: A patronymic surname from the Anglo-Saxon personal name Henne, so son of Henne, or possibly
son of Henry
Hughes: This is another patronymic surname, from the Welsh personal name Huw.
Loughlan: This name is most likely a patronymic surname, being originally O’Loughlan, or son of
Loughlan. There are many different spellings and variants.
McDonald: Anglicised form of Gaelic Mac Dhomhnuill, a patronymic from the personal name Domhnall,
which is composed of the ancient Celtic elements domno- ‘world’ + val- ‘might’, ‘rule’.
McGruer: (also Grewer or Grewar, with or without the Mc) Earliest references to this name are in the late
1400s or early 1500s. It is an occupational surname meaning brewer of beer or ale.
O’Donnell: Apparently all O’Donnells trace their descent from the same ancestral chief Domhnall (world
ruler in Irish – see McDonald above). Domhnall was descended from Niall, of the nine hostages, a famous
king from the fifth century.
Power: An Irish surname of Norman French origin. It entered Ireland in 1170 when a bearer of the name le
Poer took part in Strongbow's invasion of Wexford. The name, initially gaelicised "de Paor", and later
Anglicised "Power", became one of the most completely hibernicised of the surnames introduced at the
time of the Anglo-Norman invasion.
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Julie Ann Cameron (Grannie)
Grannie was born on 16 February 1952 in the Cooktown Hospital. She remembers that her mum always
said she was the only white woman in the hospital at the time of my birth. This might seem like a strange
thing to say, but Cooktown in the 1950s was quite a remote and even exotic place for someone who had
grown up in Sydney.
Grannie is the eldest of six children, with two
brothers and three sisters. Her youngest sister
Leonie is fifteen years younger than her.
Grannie moved away from Cooktown when she was
four, to the suburb of Deception Bay, which was on
the northern outskirts of Brisbane back then. She
went to Deception Bay State School, which was
about a mile (1.6 km) away and she walked there on
her own, or with her siblings when they were old
enough to come too.
Grannie remembers her childhood as very free. She
says that the weekends were always spent outside.
They lit fires and caught and cooked yabbies,
crossed swollen creeks after lots of rain, and swam
in waterholes with no adults around.
Her family didn’t have a car when they lived in
Deception Bay. Their only mode of transport was
their Dad's motorbike which he rode to Eagle Farm
every workday. If Grannie had a dental
appointment, for example, she would ride on the
back of this bike or walk.
Grannie never had a bedroom to herself, and always
shared with at least two sisters.

Grannie aged about two
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When she was twelve her family moved to
Zillmere, closer to the centre of Brisbane. Grannie
changed primary schools, to St Dympna's, a
Catholic school. For high school, she attended St
Rita's in Clayfield (another Catholic school) until
the end of year ten. There was no money for further
education, and you could still get a decent job with
only a Grade ten certificate back then.
Grannie left school and started her first job when
she was sixteen. The job was at Marcia Gowns, in
the city centre, which sold dresses and other ladies
clothing. She earnt $16 a week of which half was
paid to her mum for board.
She joined the Public Service on 3 March 1969,
when she had just turned seventeen. She worked in
the radio and TV licencing section for a period - all
televisions and radios had to be licenced then,
which paid for the programming. She also worked
as a telephonist for local, interstate and overseas
calls, back when some calls still needed to be
manually placed by an operator.

Julie in St Dympnas uniform, aged about 15
Grannie bought her first car when she was seventeen. It was a Morris Minor, which she described as the
pride of her life. Her brother Jim learnt to drive in this car and managed to destroy it! Grannie was pretty
angry about it, as you might expect.
Grannie met Grandad when she was eighteen; they both attended Rural Youth dances in Strathpine and met
there. They married on 26 August 1972, when Grannie was 20 and Grandad 25. They were married by two
ministers of religion, which was very unusual, a Catholic Priest and Grandad's father Len, who was a lay
Methodist preacher. Grannie did not leave home until she was married, which was pretty usual for someone
who grew up in a strongly Catholic family.
They bought their first home in 1972, in Aspley for $12,500 fully furnished, which was sold after they
moved to Nanango in January 1980. They moved to Nanango when Grandad was appointed the National
Bank manager. Tricia was due to start kindergarten the day they moved.
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Kevin James Cameron (Gt-Grandfather) (1917-1981)
Kevin was born 20 March 1917 in Ipswich, Queensland, although his parents lived in the locality of
Lavelle, about 20 km south of Millmerran and 170 km west of Ipswich. His parents were James Cameron
and Annie Loughlan. He was 5’ 10” (178 cm) tall (although not at first!), of slim build, and had dark hair
and grey eyes.
The Lavelle State School, which he attended, used the Lavelle Hall for its lessons. The hall was located
quite close to the family farm, but it only opened in 1925, and I’m not sure what he did for his earlier years
of schooling. Kevin may have been home schooled, or he may have attended the Clontarf State School, but
this would have been around five to eight kilometres away.
The Lavelle Hall building is now located in the Millmerran museum grounds.
In 1931 Kevin went to a Catholic boarding school, Downlands College in Toowoomba. It was the
foundation year of the school. He completed his schooling in 1932, so he probably attended until Grade 10.
After completing school, Kevin continued to live at home in Lavelle and work on the family farm. Kevin’s
name appeared in the newspapers a small number of times while he was there.
Kevin was involved in the Local Producer’s Association in Lavelle alongside his father. In 1934 he was the
secretary and wrote to the council requesting road improvements. He was secretary through to at least
1936. For the 1935 Millmerran Show Kevin won a prize for showing three fat lambs.
Kevin completed a Motor Engineering qualification from International Correspondence Schools in 1937.
In October 1938 he attended a fancy dress ball at the Melba Theatre in Millmerran. The Millmerran Town
Band played and the theme was “Dad and Dave”. The ball was timed to coincide with the release of the
third Dad and Dave film, Dad and Dave go to Town. Kevin won a prize for the best dressed Dave.
Dad and Dave was a humorous, popular and long running franchise about a family on a small farm, with
books, movies and a radio show.
Also in 1938 Kevin entered a wheat growing competition run by the Royal National Association, Brisbane.
He came fourth out of eight entrants in the Millmerran region with 110 points.
From 1939 to 1941 he completed a General Electrical course with the British Institute of Engineering
Technology. Immediately after completing this course, it seems, he enlisted in the RAAF.
He applied to join the RAAF
on 20 June 1941, and was
accepted and enlisted on 6
December 1941, and was
initially trained as aircrew.
However, he failed the
flying training, and
transferred into an electrical
course.
His application listed
swimming and game
shooting under the topic of
sports played.

Kevin in uniform with parents
He had leave from the RAAF in mid-1942 and visited home. On the eve of his departure a farewell dance
was held in his honour at Lavelle Public School. He received a wallet of notes as a gift, and was presented
with a ‘useful’ gift from the children at the school.
In 1944 he again underwent pilot training, but failed. He had flown a total of 42 solo daytime hours and
four nighttime hours. The flying instructor noted that he was keen and conscientious, but that his flying
was inconsistent, reactions fairly slow and aerobatic co-ordination weak. Following this he completed a
twelve week course in Adelaide to work as an electrical fitter.
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In 1947 Kevin was studying for a Diploma of Maths at the Ipswich Technical College, and was also on a
radio servicing course. In an internal job application this year, he listed his interests as swimming, tennis,
radio set building and experiments and reading.
Partly due to all the different training courses, and components of training course he went on, Kevin moved
around a lot with the RAAF. He started out at the No. 3 Initial Training School in Sandgate, Brisbane
before postings to Narromine (May 1942), Bradfield Park (now Lindfield) (July 1942), Adelaide (Aug
1942), Camden (Jan 1943) and Ascot Vale (March 1943).
His first work posting after this was with the 18 (Netherlands East Indies) Squadron at Batchelor in the
Northern Territory (April 1943), then with the 31 Squadron at nearby Coomalie Creek (Sep 1943) before
returning to Sandgate (Nov 1943) and then Kingaroy (Jan 1944) when he recommenced aircrew training.
The next movements were Narromine (April 1944), Benalla (June 1944), 1 PD1 (Nov 1944), Wagga Wagga
(Dec 1944), Adelaide (Dec 1944), Wagga Wagga (May 1945), and finally Townsville (Aug 1945).
Kevin was voluntarily discharged on 3 November 1948, with the rank of Corporal. He was working as an
electrical fitter with the 482 Maintenance Squadron at the time of his discharge. He took a month’s leave to
see his parents in Milmerran and then started work with the Department of Civil Aviation in Brisbane on 15
December 1948. He worked for the department in both Brisbane and Cooktown, and was still working for
the Department when he died.
Kevin joined the 23rd Squadron of the Citizen Air Force (CAF) on 19 March 1949. He gave his profession
as Radio Technician.
The CAF was similar in function to the Army Reserve, and there were squadrons in all major capital cities.
The aircraft included Australian built Mustangs and De Havilland Tiger Moth and CAC Wirraway. Kevin
was discharged from the CAF and transferred to the General Reserve on 8 April 1951.
The 1949 electoral roll records him at his parents property outside of Millmerran, but this was probably not
his residence.
Kevin married Wilma Henson on 28 April 1951 in Brisbane, but they soon moved to Cooktown. No one
living knows how they met, but it was in Brisbane. They were both strict Catholics.
They lived in Hope Street, Cooktown from around
1952 to 1954. There is official correspondence,
which refers to him as an Acting Senior Technician
(Radio) that dates to August 1954.

Cooktown house, taken 1952

The 1958 electoral roll shows Kevin and Wilma
living at Boundary Road, Deception Bay, but
around 1963 they moved to 64 Weston Street,
Zillmere.

Kevin and Wilma had six children together, Julie Ann (1952), Ian James (Jim) (1954), Marie Therese
(1956), Paula Mary (1958), Andrew William (1962) and Leonie Margaret (1968).
It’s possible that Kevin favoured his daughters somewhat, and equally possible this was in some way
compensating for the generally poor relationship Wilma had with her daughters.
All the children attended Catholic schools, except when the family lived in Deception Bay, when they
attended Deception Bay State School.
In 1963 Kevin’s brother Mervyn, of Millmerran, died in a car crash. The police came to his house to inform
Kevin, and the whole family drove out to Millmerran that very night.
Kevin was a keen gardener and the family table was well supplied with vegetables he grew in the backyard.
There was also a duck pen in the backyard covered with a choko vine. His daughters Julie and Paula
disliked chokos and tried to kill the vine, but with no success.
His daughter Paula remembers him as a good cook, and in particular remembers him cooking Christmas
pudding, complete with threepences, by boiling it in a cloth.

1 Possibly No.1 Personnel Despatch unit, location unknown
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Kevin was a keen and
accomplished amateur
photographer. He was a member
of the Brisbane Camera Club, and
entered many photographic
competitions. Kevin built a
darkroom downstairs in both his
Weston Street and Princes Street
homes.
Kevin was, in fact, quite a
handyman and did all the repairs
to his home, painted it inside and
out and built a bedroom extension
on the house at Weston Street.
64 Weston Street, taken 1965
Kevin would commute to his job at the Department of Civil Aviation (DCA) offices at the Brisbane Airport
on his red Sunbeam scooter, a distance of about 20 km each way.
In fact there wasn’t a car in the family
until 1963; they simply couldn’t afford
one. The car was a Dodge Kingsway.
The yearly DCA Picnic and Christmas
Tree were events eagerly anticipated
by all the Cameron children.
His granddaughter Tricia remembers
going to his work picnic when she was
little and having an ice cream in a little
paper cup.
Kevin and Wilma’s marriage broke up
in the mid 1970s and was officially
dissolved on 18 December 1976.

Kevin on his red scooter in Eagle Farm, 1966
Kevin initially lived for a period with his daughter Julie’s family in Aspley, before moving to 45 Prince
Street, Virginia. His granddaughter Tricia remembers visiting him there as a small child. She fell down his
front steps, but fortunately there were only three of them! Kevin would give his grandchildren Nutri-Grain
(which they called Granddad’s cricket bats) to eat when they visited. Tricia remembers him very fondly.
Kevin was also a strong Labour party supporter. He
would rail angrily whenever he heard Robert
Menzies on the radio.
Kevin died at his home, 45 Prince Street on 5 June
1981 of a heart attack. He was 64 years old. Kevin
had suffered from late onset type I diabetes, which
greatly increases a person’s risk of heart problems.
He is buried in the Nudgee Catholic Cemetery.
Browse newspaper articles about Kevin here
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?lpublictag=Kevin%20James%20Cameron
View Kevin’s ancestors at https://www.wikitree.com/treewidget/Cameron-4958/5
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James Cameron (Gt-Gt-Grandfather) (1875-1954)
James was born 16 August 1875 at the Lucky Woman’s diggings in Happy Valley, Victoria. His parents
were Ewen Cameron and Mary McGruer, both Scottish immigrants, and farmers at the time of his birth. He
was the seventh of fifteen siblings. His maternal grandmother was present at his birth.
Happy Valley was a gold mining settlement 35 kilometres south-west from Ballarat and 8 kilometres southeast of the town of Linton. In 1871 there were 512 residents; gold had been found there in 1849, but it had
largely been mined out by the 1870s.
James wouldn’t have remembered Happy Valley as by 1877 his family had moved to the Charlton region,
nearly 200 kilometres to the north. If he was still living with his family in 1891, he would have moved to
Wycheproof with them.
James Cameron is a common name, and so we have no idea of his movements from leaving home,
whenever that was, until he settled in the Millmerran area. James’ grandniece via his sister Louisa, Sharon,
believes James came to Queensland with a man by the name of McPherson, Louisa’s second (commonlaw) husband).
James first lived and farmed in the Yandilla area, to the east of Millmerran, and this is where he met his
future wife, Annie Loughlan, who lived with her family at nearby Punches Creek. They were both Catholic
and probably both met through this informal network.
James married Annie Loughlan on 6 September
1910 at St Patrick’s church in Toowoomba.
James moved from Yandilla to a property that
Annie already owned - 640 acres of land in the
Lavelle area, 17 kilometres south of Millmerran.
This area was initially referred to as part of Rocky
Creek. They called their property Inverleigh, and
James was to live there for the rest of his life.
The first reference we have to James in the area is
from May 1911, when the Brisbane Courier
reported that he presided at a meeting of residents
wishing to form a railway extension league.
James and Annie first appear on the electoral roll, at
Inverleigh, in 1912.
Selection was the process of acquiring title to
Crown Land that was dependent on development of
the land, and was available to people of relatively
few means.
James would have to clear and fence the land, dig
out dams, and build a house and sheds and
everything else needed to run a working farm. I
can’t even begin to imagine how much hard work
was involved in setting up the property.

James Cameron and Annie Loughlan, wedding day

It is probably in part the sheer quantity of work required developing the farm that leads to there being very
few references to James in the newspaper record until the mid-1920s.
James and Annie had only three children together. Given their Catholic upbringing and large family
background, I suspect they would have wanted more.
Their first child, Kevin James didn’t arrive until 1917, followed later by Colin Valentine (1919) and
Mervyn Joseph (1921). All three boys were born in Ipswich.
The second reference to James in the newspaper record comes in April 1919, with the Pittsworth Sentinel
reporting on a euchre party and dance at the Clontarf State School that was in aid of the Toowoomba
Hospital. James donated 7s 6d.
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James was often involved in fundraising dances and events, such as for the construction of the Lavelle
Public Hall (completed 1925 and also used as a school), operating funds for the same, or the Toowoomba
Ambulance Service. Sometimes he would organise euchre tournaments (he did this so often, I imagine he
was a keen euchre player himself), or donate a prize for a raffle – usually a steer or heifer. In 1927, the
Lavelle Hall fundraiser was a ‘Mock Court’, and James was “Your Honour”. On another occasion in 1927
he was part of a trio performing a dialogue, “Poor Dear George”2.
James was also recorded as speaking at a number of going away parties, such as the 1928 departure of Miss
Norton, head teacher at the school, or at the departure of a local, Bert Evans, in 1932, when he spoke on
behalf of the Rocky Creek and Lavelle tennis club. I assume this means he was a tennis player.
James was involved with the Local Producers Association for many years. The first mention is when he
was elected to the executive of the Clontarf LPA at it’s initial meeting in October 1922. He was re-elected
to the executive in 1923 and 1924, and so must have been involved with them until at least 1925. Later he
was associated with the Lavelle LPA, from at least 1929 to at least 1938, often serving as chairman, and
being appointed as a delegate to regional meetings. In 1937 and 1938 he was one of the LPA
representatives appointed to the Council of Agriculture.
Following on from the LPA, he became a director on the board of the Millmerran Dairy Co-Operative,
from at least 1941 to 1944.
The next farming organisation we know he was involved with was the Queensland Dairymen’s
Organisation, chairing at meetings, speaking to council and going to annual conferences. This was from
1945 to 1950.
James ran a mixed farming operation, which was
usual at the time. He started with 640 acres, but
later sold 240 acres. James kept about one third
under cultivation, mainly Rhodes grass for fodder,
but also saccaline, sorghum and less successfully
wheat. A Jersey dairy herd was his main interest,
but he also kept a dozen pigs. There were two dams
on the property which were sufficient to see him
through most droughts.
Queensland Times, 10 July 1924
His amazing sweet potato was probably from an animal feed crop or from the family’s own kitchen garden.
In 1935 James entered Jersey Cows in the Millmerran show and won prizes in a number of categories.
A Catholic priest from Warwick would do a regular circuit of rural localities, and James’ property was
listed as a location for mass from 1927 to 1930; it may have happened there over a longer period. He is
mentioned as being on the local parishioner committee in 1927.
In 1933 (for the first time ever) a bishop, the Bishop of Toowoomba, visited Millmerran. James made what
was described as a toast, a short speech really, at the welcome banquet.
In October 1949 the annual Catholic Debutante Ball was held in Millmerran, and James was president of
the ball.
On 9 August 1930 the newspaper reported that his
mother was unwell, and that he would leave for
Victoria next week. He may have got there in time –
Mary didn’t die until 21 August.
In January 1933 it was reported that Master
Cameron (Downlands) was home visiting his
parents. Downlands is a Catholic boarding school in
Toowoomba, that opened in 1931. The article is
referring to Kevin.

Pittsworth Sentinel, 7 August 1926
2 Probably the story/play by Leonard Merrick, first published in 1924, and available in a 1930 compilation, “The Little Dog Laughed”
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In November 1935 James presided over a meeting in the Rocky Creek Hall, where a ‘stirring address’ was
given by John Hogan, a Douglas Credit representative. A local branch of the Social Credit movement was
formed, with James as president.
The Douglas Credit party had received a little over 7 per cent of the vote in the Queensland state elections
earlier that year. The party was partly based on Social Credit economic theory. Despite there being
extensive information on Social Credit available on the internet, I have no idea what it would actually
involve in a practical sense. In the 1930s it was an economic theory mostly supported by those on the left
of politics, but in modern times it is a theory more usually associated with far right parties.
Continuing with the politics theme, in September
1945 his name was given as the chairman at a
Millmerran ALP branch meeting.
At the federal election of 1943 a farmer from
Wooroolin (outside Kingaroy) Charles Adermann
won the seat of Maranoa from the ALP for the
Country Party. Millmerran was in Maranoa.
Grandson-in-law Bob remembers Kevin as saying
that Charles Adermann used to visit Millmerran and
(if he remembers correctly) used to stay with James
and Annie. Naturally there would be heated debate
between the Country party member and the
members of this ALP household.
As a sweetener Charles always gave James and
Annie a bag of freshly harvested peanuts. After this
the discussion became more amicable.
James was even on the committee of the Millmerran
branch of the RACQ, in 1939 and 1940.
Social events in the 1940s mostly centred around
send-offs for locals who had either just enlisted, or
had been home on leave.

James with granddaughter Julie, ca 1952

For the last four or five years of his life James suffered from Parkinson’s disease, which may be reflected in
his disappearance from public life as described by the newspaper record.
No-one living remembers James3, so unfortunately we don’t know what he was like as a person, if calm or
quick tempered, shy or extroverted, or trivial things like whether he was a good dancer or not.
James died on 13 August 1954 at the Millmerran District Hospital, with the proximate cause of death being
pneumonia, contracted a week earlier. He was 78 years old. He is buried in the Millmerran cemetery.
On his death the farm went jointly to his three children, but only Mervyn remained on the property,
managing and working on the farm on behalf of all the brothers.
Browse newspaper articles about James here http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?l-publictag=James
%20Cameron%20of%20Lavelle
Also his son Colin http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?l-publictag=Colin%20Valentine%20Cameron
and son Mervyn http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?l-publictag=Mervyn%20Joseph%20Cameron
James Cameron on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Cameron-4959

3 Not that I’ve come across, anyway
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Ewen Cameron (3G-Grandfather) (ca1843-1913)
Some of the information in this section was provided by Joan Hunt, Churchill Fellow and researcher with
the Linton Historical Society.
At the time of writing, only four years of the St Arnaud Mercury were available on trove.nla.gov.au. It’s
possible more information may come to light from this paper and others.
Ewen was born on 30 August 1843 near Invergarry, Inverness shire, Scotland. His parents were Ewen
Cameron, a mason, and Ann McDonnell and he was the fifth of eight siblings. Ewen’s family probably
spoke Gaelic. Ewen was baptised on 1 September 1843 at Fort Augustus. His sponsors were Donald
McDonald and Peggy McIntosh.
The next record we have of him is in the 1851
Census. He was living in Newtown (not a town at
all as the map shows) with his family. Ewen had
probably been born only about five miles away,
near Invergarry, at a place called Tacheamiscal, and
moved to Newtown as a toddler.
Newtown is located three and a half miles south of
the large village of Fort Augustus. The three
substantial buildings below the word Newtown still
exist. They housed about 50 persons in a dozen
households in 1851.

1871 Ordnance Survey Map, 6 inch to the mile

The Ordnance Survey name book of 1876 described
Newtown as “A number of cotters houses in good
repair with vegetable gardens arable land attached,
the property of Mr Ellice M.P. and Mr. Fraser of
Abertarff.”

There are a number of place names on the map in
Scots Gaelic4; coille means wood, creagan means
rocky place, toll is hole or hollow.
Toll na Meine translates as Hole of the Mine. In
1876 it was described as “A hole in an Ironstone
rock where some mining operations were carried
on; but the quantity of iron not being sufficient it
was topped – hence the name.” It’s tempting to
imagine a young Ewen exploring the mine with
some friends.
Lochan nan Deala translates as Lake of the Leeches.
The pastureland visible on the western half of the
map is now devoted to forestry.
Fort Augustus had about 700 residents at the time.
The fort from which the town takes its name was
built in 1729 as a response to a Jacobite uprising in
1715, but only held a handful of soldiers and no
large guns when Ewen was growing up there.
1878 Ordnance Survey Map, one inch to the mile
Two fairs were held in Fort Augustus every year, one in June and one in September, which I imagine would
have been a highlight of the year for young Ewen.
The Catholic chapel they would have attended was on the southern side of Fort Augustus, but would still
have been a six mile return walk every Sunday to attend Church. The chapel was quite new, having been
constructed in 1842.
4 Not to be confused with plain “Scots” which is descended from Old English
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In 1852 Ewen came out to Australia with his family on the Chance. Two of his younger sisters died on the
trip. More details about the journey are in Ewen’s father’s chapter.
The immigration record records him as unable to read and write, but this was rectified when he started
attending school in Australia.
Ewen likely worked as a miner, or in associated employment on the Springdallah goldfields, and we know
his family were living there by at least 1861.
Ewen married Mary McGruer, another Happy Valley local, on 2 August 1865 in Ballarat. Their families
had known each other for some time. The two families had both lived within a few miles of each other in
Scotland, had come out on the same boat to Australia and their fathers were engaged by the same employer
on arrival in Melbourne. If their parents hadn’t known each other prior to arriving in Australia, they would
have soon realised they both knew people in common from back home.
Ewen and Mary not only had an astonishing fifteen children together, but all of them survived into
adulthood. They had seven children while living in the Happy Valley area. They were Anne (1866), Mary
(1868), John Alexander (1870), Jessica (1871), Catherine (1872), Louisa (1874) and James (1875). After
moving to the Charlton area, they had another five children Ewen (1877), Allan (1878), Alexander Duncan
(1879), Archibald (1882) and Lewis (1884). Isabella (1886) was born in nearby Wooroonook, Angus
Valentine (1889) in Charlton again and finally William (1891) in Wycheproof.
Ewen applied for 20 acres of land in July 1866 in the parish of Mannibadar, which bordered Happy Valley.
They moved to the Charlton and Wycheproof areas after the Victorian Government had the Wimmera
surveyed and thrown open for selection. The land was taken up under licence for a fee of two shillings per
acre per year towards a purchase price of one pound per acre subject to certain development and cultivation
conditions.

Cameron family, ca 1912. Back: Angus (Dooley) Cameron, Mary Cameron, Patrick Powell Middle: Con
Powell, Ewen Cameron, Ewen Powell, Mary Cameron (nee McGruer), Kathleen Powell, Catherine Powell
(nee Cameron), Marguerita Powell
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In the Government Gazette in December 1877, Ewen Cameron of Wycheproof was one of hundreds of
lessees and licensees listed as being in arrears for rent and fees. His brothers Duncan, John and Lewis, all
also of Wycheproof, were also named.5
The township of Wooroonook was surveyed in 1876 and soon contained three hotels and numerous other
shops. When the Cameron family attended the school the roll was in excess of 80 students. In 1883
however, the railway line was built from Inglewood to Wycheproofe, through Charlton and bypassing
Wooroonook. It was around this time that Ewen Cameron and his family shifted to a selection about seven
miles south of Wycheproofe.
He wasn’t the only member of his extended family to move to the area. His father bequeathed 249 acres in
the land to Ewen’s two older brothers, Lewis and Duncan, when he passed away in 1876. Ewen’s mother
and parents-in-law also moved to the area.
Ewen was at the locality of Darkbonee when he died. This was a large locality to the west of St Arnaud,
and despite a 1913 map of the area listing all the landholders being available, it's not clear where exactly he
was living.
It’s not exactly clear where this was, but there is the dry Darkbonee Channel that runs from about 12 km
west of St Arnaud to about 12km north-west of St Arnaud. There is also the Darkbonee Bushland Reserve
situated 7km from St Arnaud.
Ewen died on 26 July 1913 of heart disease, an ailment under which he’d been suffering for five years. He
was 69 years old. Ewen is buried in the St Arnaud cemetery.
The single article about Ewen Cameron is available here http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?lpublictag=Ewen+Cameron+%28ca1843-1913%29&q=
Ewen’s descendants on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/genealogy/Cameron-Descendants-4960

5 It is possible the Ewen referred to is his father
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Ewen Cameron (4G-Grandfather) (ca1802-1876)
This section draws heavily on information provided by Joan Hunt, Churchill Fellow and researcher with
the Linton Historical Society. At times it feels like every second Cameron is named Ewen, making Joan’s
work all the more invaluable. I recommend reading her excellent article“The Scots of Springdallah”6 for
insight into life in the Springdallah area.
Ewen was born around 1802 near the village of Invergarry, located in the ‘Great Glen’ of Scotland. His
parents were John Cameron, a stonemason and Ann Gillies.
Ruins of Invergarry castle,
http://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/3075096
Invergarry castle was partially destroyed in 1746
after the Jacobite uprising as part of General
Cumberland’s suppression of the highlands. Bonnie
Prince Charlie rested here after his defeat at the
battle of Culloden.

Ewen didn’t attend school, which was usual for people from his background at the time, and could neither
read nor write. He was born into a Catholic family, and it’s likely that he spoke both Gaelic and English.
Ewen worked as a stonemason.
He married Ann McDonnell on 26 June 1833, his residence at the time was Tom Iain Mhic Dhuigall (for
location see map in his father’s chapter).
They lived close to the small village of Invergarry, being recorded in the 1841 Census as living at the
locality of Tacheamiscal. I haven’t been able to locate this locality even on the early Ordnance Survey
maps, but it would have been a little to the west of Invergarry, on the north side of the river.
While living here they had five children, Mary (ca1835), Lewis (ca1836), Anne (ca1838), Duncan (1840),
and Ewen (1845).
In around 1846 they moved about five miles to the north-east, to the locality of Newtown. While here
Ewen and Ann had another three children, Janet (1845), Isabella (1848) and Johanna (1850).
Ewen’s family was captured in the 1851 Census at Newtown. There were two other Cameron households
there, and both the men were masons, so there’s a strong possibility they were relatives. They were Duncan
Cameron, 40 years old and married but childless, and John, 76 years old and likely to be Ewen’s father.
Also in John’s household was his daughter Janet.
Ewen, Ann and their children weren’t to live in Scotland for much longer, leaving for Australia in 1852.
Many Highlanders emigrated in the 1840s and 1850s, mostly driven by a collapse in the local economy and
potato crop failures in the late 1830s and again in the late 1840s. Crofters unable to pay their rent were
evicted so the land could be turned over to sheep grazing. Some landlords did financially assist the families
to emigrate, while others were quite heavy handed about the evictions. The evictees couldn’t necessarily
expect sympathy from Lowlanders. In 1851 The Scotsman wrote "Collective emigration is, therefore, the
removal of a diseased and damaged part of our population. It is a relief to the rest of the population to be
rid of this part.”
Ewen was a tradesman and so unlikely to have been evicted, but the general economic situation would
have swayed his decision. The Emigration Act of 1851 which subsidised the cost of emigration probably
secured it.
Ewen and his family made their way to Liverpool, where they boarded the Chance and departed for
Melbourne on 24 July 1852.
6 http://prov.vic.gov.au/publications/provenance/provenance2014/scots-at-springdallah
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This was the maiden voyage of the Chance which had been chartered by the Colonial Land and Emigration
Commission. There were 466 government emigrants on board.
The Chance arrived in Melbourne in late October 1852. Forty-two people had died on the journey, mostly
from dysentery and bronchitis, including Ewen’s two youngest children, Isabella and Johanna. As a
consequence the ship was placed in quarantine, which was not lifted until 11 November. The ship also lost
it’s mizzen mast on the passage.
Ewen was engaged by a J. Matthewson of Melbourne for £50 for six months, with rations. I haven’t been
able to dig up any information regarding his employer.
He later moved to the Lucky Woman’s diggings, near the present-day township of Linton. He was there by
at least December 1861 when Ewen was a juryman at an inquest into the drowning death of a young boy
who had been swimming in a dam.
Their 24-year-old daughter Ann married a local man named James Honan in 1862, then the eldest daughter,
Mary, married Owen Sullivan who also lived locally.
In December 1864, Ewen purchased twelve shares valued at five pounds each in the Young Australia Gold
Mining Company at Bulldog (later known as Illabarook).
In September 1865 Ewen was appointed the herdsman to the Argyle and Linton Farmer’s Common. Two
years later, in September 1867, Ewen, giving his occupation as farmer, applied for a license to hold 14
acres at Lucky Woman's on the site of the now worked-out Try Again gold mine, having gained written
permission of the remaining shareholders, who indicated that the mine was finished.
Ewen purchased the allotment over the Try Again mine in December 1871, and held a further 12 acres by
May 1872. However, he died on New Year’s Day of 1876.
The correspondence in their land files shows that their children had attended school, most likely at Lucky
Womans School no. 376, and all of them in adulthood became very well established on large properties in
the Wimmera.
Ewen’s death was registered at Happy Valley, and his body was interred in the Linton cemetery.
Ewen had made his will some six months earlier and it read:
“I give demise and bequeath the whole of the land I possess in the parish of Argyle, in the County of
Grenville, with twenty-six head of cattle old and young, and all the goods and chattels on the said land to
my dear wife Annie Cameron and my beloved son Lewis Cameron conjointly during the life of the said
Annie Cameron, and the whole to become the property of my son Lewis Cameron after her demise or death
– And I also demise, give and bequeath all my right title and interest in certain land I possess in the parish
of Mortchup comprising forty acres, respectively named on license as part of allotment 8 section 9 to my
son Lewis Cameron without any reservation whatever.
Also all my right title and interest in two hundred and forty nine acres of land situate at Mount
Wedgeproof (sic. – Wycheproof) near East Charlton on the Avoca River on Moffat’s run to my sons Lewis
Cameron and Duncan Cameron conjointly to be enjoyed by them together, and also all cattle that may be
on the aforesaid land at Mount Wedgeproof aforesaid to be enjoyed by them together – And I appoint my
said sons Lewis Cameron and Duncan Cameron the executors of this my Will.”
The value of his estate came to £375.
Ewen’s descendant Marion Warman visited Linton with Joan Hunt to see Ewen Cameron’s property he
purchased during the gold rush. She wrote “The property has a gold mine on it which had been leased to
some miners and I think Ewen also had a share. He sold provisions to the miners and as there were
something like five thousand tents, Joan told us, across the road from his place, I have no doubt he made
much more money than he would have done by prospecting.”
Marion also has family history information written on foolscap she obtained from Ewen’s descendants
living in the St Arnaud area in the 1980s. To date I haven’t received a copy of this work, but hope to do so
in the future.
Ewen’s descendants on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/genealogy/Cameron-Descendants-4961
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John Cameron (5G-Grandfather) (ca1775-ca1850s)
John was probably born around 1775, and probably in the parish of Kilchoman7, in Argyllshire. This parish
was on the island of Islay.
John worked as mason, being recorded as such in the 1841 and 1851 Censuses.
He married Ann Gillies while in his early twenties. Ann was from Glasgow parish in Lanarkshire.They
probably had at least three children, Ewen (ca1800), Sally (ca1808) and Janet (ca 1810).
His son Ewen was married in 1833 and gave his address as Tom Iain Mhic Dhuigall8. This is pretty much
where John was living at the time of the 1841 Census. He was recorded as living in the outhouse at Lady's
croft, with Sally Cameron, who was in her early 30s. Sally was probably his daughter, but relationships
weren’t provided in the 1841 Census.
Lady’s Croft is described in the Ordnance Survey name book of 1876 as “A neat little garden also a
smithy, the property of Mr Ellice M.P.”. The smithy was almost certainly not there in 1841.
John’s wife had probably died by this point.

1871 Ordnance Survey Map, 6 inch to the mile series
In the 1851 Census he was recorded in the locality of Newtown, living with his unmarried 41 year old
daughter Janet. His son Ewen was also living at Newtown at this time.
John probably died in the early 1850s, prior to civil registration.
John’s descendants on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/genealogy/Cameron-Descendants-4962

7 The Census record had “Killichoan”, but this is not a parish anywhere
8 “Ian McDougall’s Knoll” or the Ordnance Survey name book gives it as “Hill of John the son of Dugald”
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Mary McGruer (3G-Grandmother) (1848-1913)
More information may come to light about Mary as more newspapers become available on trove.
Mary was born on 25 July 1847 in the locality of Faichem or Faichemard, and was baptised four days later
at Fort Augustus. Her parents were Alexander McGruer, a labourer and Mary McDonald. Faichemard
means “The high green meadow”, and is currently the location of a campground. It’s situated about 1.5
miles west of the church at Invergarry. The Ordnance Survey name book of 1876 described Faichem as
“Two small dwelling houses, a small farm steading, a large neat dwelling house, the latter which is near
the road is used as a manse. They are all the property of E. Ellice Esqr. (see church description)”. (Edward
Ellice was a Scottish Liberal Party M.P.)
The broader name for the area around Invergarry is
Glengarry.
Mary had one older sister and no other siblings. In
1851 Mary and her family were recorded in the
Census as living in Faichemard.
Mary would have remembered very little about
Scotland as she left with her family from Liverpool
for Melbourne on the Chance in July 1852.
Imperial gazetteer of Scotland, 1868

By the age of nine Mary was living in the Lucky
Woman’s diggings and likely attending school
there.

When Mary was only seventeen or eighteen she married Ewen Cameron, who she would have come to
know while growing up. He was about five years her senior. They married in nearby Ballarat on 2 August
1865.
Mary and Ewen not only had an astonishing fifteen children together, but all of them survived into
adulthood. They had seven children while living in the Happy Valley area. They were Anne (1866), Mary
(1868), John Alexander (1870), Jessica (1871), Catherine (1872), Louisa (1874) and James (1875). After
moving to the Charlton area, they had another five children Ewen (1877), Allan (1878), Alexander Duncan
(1879), Archibald (1882) and Lewis (1884). Isabella (1886) was born in nearby Wooroonook, Angus
Valentine (1889) in Charlton again and finally William (1891) in Wycheproof.
Mary’s mother (also named Mary) assisted at the
birth of James, and I would guess assisted at many
of the other births as well.
In the mid 1870s the whole extended family moved
to the Charlton area when the land was opened up
Mary’s signature from James’ birth certificate
for selection.
Those moving included Mary’s parents-in-law, several brothers-in-law, her parents, and her sister, with a
husband and ten children of her own. Her sister Catherine was called Auntie Keiry by her nieces and
nephews.
In May 1880 she was present on her mother’s property when her mother fell into a water tank and
drowned. There was an inquest9 held, and one thing we learn is that Mary lived “next door” (possibly the
neighbouring property?) to her sister Catherine.
Her father died only two years later, in 1882. Alexander had left all his land to his partner Donald Hood,
and on Donald’s death a Ewen Stewart (relationship to the family unknown) was to be executor on Mary
and her sister’s behalf. Probate for the will was granted on 24 May 1882 to Ewen Stewart.
This seems like a pretty unreasonable will to me, and Mary must have thought so too, as she contested the
granting of the probate to Ewen Stewart. There is a mention of this in the newspaper in April 1884.

9 I haven’t seen details of the inquest myself, so this is all second hand.
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Mary’s sister died gruesomely in a freak accident in
1899. It wouldn’t surprise me if Mary suffered from
nightmares afterwards.
At some point, possibly from 1903, Mary and her
husband moved to Canterbury Street, Saint Arnaud.
It’s not clear, because with a son Ewen and a
daughter Mary, it’s not sure who is who on the
electoral roll. Certainly, during the war years she
was living here, and in the 1920s was living here
Mount Alexander Mail, 15 February 1899
with sons William and Ewen and daughter Mary.
Mary’s husband Ewen died in 1913 at Darkbonee, so perhaps Mary was still living there then, or perhaps
Ewen was being cared for there immediately prior to his death.
Five of Mary’s nine sons (two of whom had
emigrated to New Zealand) enrolled in the ANZAC
forces during World War I. This earned her five
minutes of fame, with the story of her children
enlisting mentioned in at least eight newspapers.
Two of her sons were to die while in service,
Angus, who died on the first day of the Gallipoli
landings (although he was reported missing until
June 1916) and Lewis, who died after the war had
ended, of influenza. Her son William was wounded
in France in August 1916, but recovered and
rejoined the fighting.

Dunolly and Betbetshire Express, 15 January 1915

Quambatook Times, 21 June 1916

Mary died on 31 August 1930. She was 83 years old
and is buried in the St Arnaud cemetery.

Browse articles about Mary McGruer here
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?lpublictag=Mary+Cameron+nee+McGruer&q=
Mary McGruer on wikitree
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/McGruer-20
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Alexander McGruer (4G-Grandfather) (1815-1882)
Thanks goes to Joan Hunt for details of Alex’s will and 1861 inquest in this section.
Alexander was born around 1815 at Munerigie, a farm 3 miles by road west from Invergarry. His parents
were Allam McGruer and Mary Kennedy. Alexander was the youngest of probably eight siblings, and the
only boy.
Munerigie was described in the Ordnance Survey name book of 1876 as “A small farm steading and a
gamekeepers house to the west of the Munerigie Wood, the property of E. Ellice Esqr, M.P.”
During the 1841 Census Alexander was living at
Faichemard with his mother, described as a “poor
widow”, his sisters Catherine and Peggy, and two
children Angus Cameron, aged four, and Peggy
McDearmid, age three. Faichemard is located about
1.5 miles west of the church of Invergarry.
Alexander was working as an agricultural labourer.
Alexander married Mary McDonald on 4 June
1843, probably locally to Invergarry and certainly in
the same parish of Kilmonivaig.
Alex and Mary only had two children together, both
daughters, Catherine (1846) and Mary (1848).

1871 Ordnance Survey, 6 inch to the mile series
Alexander and his family were recorded in the 1851 Census living in Faichemard. Alexander’s profession
was given as “Agricultural Labourer, Pauper”. They had a visitor with them, his nephew by his sister
Sarah, nineteen year old Alan Kennedy, a scholar who had been born in Achluachrach, which is located
about 22 miles to the south-east by road.
Alexander packed up his family and moved to Australia in 1852, after the Emigration Act of 1851 made it
affordable. They boarded the Chance in Liverpool on 24 July 1852, arriving in Melbourne in October
1852. the details of this voyage have been covered in other chapters.
Alexander, just like Ewen Cameron senior, was engaged by a J. Matthewson of Melbourne for £50 for six
months, with rations. J. Matthewson engaged a lot of newly arrived immigrants, so they may not have
worked together. I also don’t know where either of them worked.
In 1856 the Government Gazette records that Alexander McGruer10 jointly purchased two parcels of land,
one of 91 and one of 107 acres, with Donald McDonald and Hugh Cameron. The land was in the parish of
Carrah, which was roughly between Geelong and Ballarat, but closer to Geelong. This may seem awfully
soon for a poor immigrant to be buying land, but most other purchasers were buying both a lot more land
and then either singly or jointly.
We know he had moved to the gold diggings at Lucky Woman’s by 1861 as he was a juryman at an inquest
held into the death of six year old William Ashton.
William drowned in what was known as Irishman’s dam. He had been swimming with another six year old
boy named William Adler, who gave evidence that the two boys went to swim in the dam, when William
Ashton fell back in the water and did not get up on his feet again. The jury found that he was accidentally
drowned.
Alexander owned land in the Linton/Lucky Woman's area by 1869.There is an article in the Ballarat Star
of 13 February that year, in which the author appears to have talked to just about every farmer in the shire
about the crops they put in, acres sown and yields, but all we learn about Alexander is that he had “fair
crops”, probably of wheat and oats judging by what his neighbours were growing. He also ran cattle on the

10 I can’t be completely certain this is our Alexander, there was another Alexander McGruer who was resident in New South Wales,
who may well have started out in Victoria
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property, as we learn in a January 1876 article that some fat cattle were sold on his behalf at the Ballarat
Live Stock Market.
However, he wasn’t to stay in the Linton district much longer. In December 1877 his application for a lease
at West Charlton was approved, and in June 1879 his licence application for 20 acres in the Teddywaddy
area was approved. Not long after moving to this new area, tragedy struck in May 1880. Alexander’s wife
of thirty-seven years drowned in a water tank on their property. At the inquest into his wife’s death he
stated that “she was of temperate habits and a good wife and mother”.
Alexander was not to live much longer past his wife’s death. On 28 May 1882 Alexander passed away. He
was 67 years old and is buried in the Charlton cemetery.
In his will Alexander left all to his partner Donald Hood, farmer of West Charlton, for his own use; after
Donald’s death to Ewen Stewart as trustee for the children of Alexander’s daughters Catherine Kehiry and
Mary Cameron.
Browse articles about Alexander McGruer here http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?lpublictag=Alexander+McGruer&q&l-state=Victoria
Alexander McGruer descendants https://www.wikitree.com/genealogy/McGruer-Descendants-21

Mary Kennedy (5G-Grandmother) (ca1775-1860)
Mary was born in about 1775, probably at Ardochy House, which is located on Loch Garry, seven miles to
the west of Invergarry. Her parents were, according to her death certificate, Angus Kennedy, an agricultural
labourer, and Catherine, her maiden name being also Kennedy.
Mary married Allan McGruer and they had at least eight children together, Anne (ca1799), Catherine
(1803), Mary (1805), Peggy (1806), Sarah (1810), Barbara (ca1811), Christine (ca1814) and Alexander (ca
1815).
Mary's husband passed away some time before 1841.
Mary was recorded in the 1841 Census at Faichemard, a farm about 1.5 miles west of Invergarry. She was
described as a poor widow. With her in the house was her daughters Catherine and Peggy, her son
Alexander, her grandson Angus Cameron, aged 4, and a Peggy McDearmid, three years old and of an
uncertain relationship.
Mary was still living at Faichemard at the time of the 1851 Census. She was described as a Cottar, Pauper
and Agricultural Labourer's Widow. Her birthplace was given as Ardachy, Glengarry.
She was living with three of her daughters, Catherine, Margaret/Peggy and Christine (recorded as Cursty).
Also in the household was her grandson Angus Cameron, and three visitors, two of them Semptresses, 40
year old Ann McPherson from Paisley near Glasgow, and 27 year old Margaret Campbell from
Campbeltown in Argyll. The last visitor was one year old Margaret Graham, from nearby Fort Augustus.
Mary's son Alexander was living next door with his wife and young family.
Mary died on 11 January 1860 at Faichemard and was buried at nearby Munerigie. The cause of death was
stated to be not known as there was no medical attendant. The informant was her grandson Angus
Cameron.
Mary on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Kennedy-17158
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Mary Ann McDonald (4G-Grandmother) (1815-1880)
Thanks goes to Joan Hunt for the newspaper transcription in this section.
Mary was born at Lady’s Croft, Invergarry in about 1815 to James McDonald and Catherine Brown. For
information about Lady’s Croft, refer to John Cameron’s chapter.
I’ve tried and failed to locate her in the 1841 Census, which is not surprising with a name like Mary
McDonald. What I can say with confidence is that she wasn’t both living locally and in her parent’s
household.
Mary married Alexander McGruer on 4 June 1843, probably in the Invergarry area. They had only two
children, Catherine (1846) and Mary (1848), but had an amazing twenty-five grandchildren.
In the 1851 Census Mary was living with her family in Faichemard, 1.5 miles west of the church of
Invergarry. More details about the Census record have been covered in her daughter’s and her husband’s
chapters.
Mary came out to Australia in 1852 on the Chance, and once again the details have previously been
covered.
If it wasn’t for the fact that Mary suffered an accidental death, we would know even less about her as I
have found no other records related to her in Australia. We know from the doctor’s statement at the inquest
that was “a female of dark complexion and dark brown hair, 65 years old, 4 feet, 8 inches (142 cm) tall.
She had a slim frame, and was nourished.” According to her great-grand-nephew Con Powell Mary was
known as Little Granny.
The Tribune newspaper of 19 May 1880 described her accidental death in the following way:
Our painful duty today presses upon us the recording of the death by drowning of an old and respected
resident of our immediate neighbourhood, in the person of Mrs. Donald11 McGruer, farmer of Cuttle Hill,
near Watson's Lakes. About 4 o'clock yesterday Mrs McGruer was in the act of taking water from a tank on
her husband's premises when she slipped and fell in, and though her two daughters came to her assistance
and extricated her from the tank, they were unhappily too late to save life, or, perhaps though not too late,
were ignorant of the rules for restoring animation to the apparently drowned. They laid her on the bank,
not thinking she was dead, yet thought it well to cover her with blankets after which they went to cry for
assistance. Such cries were heard by Cr Quirk and Mr Stodart with whom he was riding, and the former
with the old Adam still alive at once went to the scene. On looking at the body at the side of the tank his
experienced eye told him that there was no hope of recovery and this he conveyed to the disconsolate
daughters, Mesdames Cameron and Kehiry, who were bitterly wailing on the scene. In a few moments a
large circle of friends, the alarm having been given, assembled, and the body was removed to the dwelling
of the deceased, where it awaits an inquest. The late hour at which we received this report, and the
reticence of the police, prevents our giving full particulars.
Mary is buried at Charlton cemetery. She was 65 years old.
View Mary’s descendants at https://www.wikitree.com/genealogy/McDonald-Descendants-10846

11 This is probably a simple error in the news article, but perhaps Alexander went by the name of Donald
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Annie Mary Loughlan (Gt-Gt-Grandmother) (1881-1960)
Annie Loughlan was born on 23 October 1881 at Darky Flat to Thomas Loughlan, a farmer, and Annie
O’Donnell. Darky Flat is now called Pratten.
Annie was the fifth of eight siblings, having four older brothers, one younger, and two younger sisters.
In the mid 1880s she moved with her family to Punch’s Creek, where her parents had selected land. There
was no school in Punch’s Creek until 1898, so Annie never attended a school as such. It’s possible that
classes were held with a teacher at her property or she may well have been homeschooled.
In 1901, aged only twenty, she became the lessee of 630 acres in the area. I’m sure this was a family, rather
than a personal, project. Her younger brother William also had 400 acres at this time, later rising to 640
acres. Her older brother Thomas also picked up 640 acres in 1903.
In 1910 she bought the land from the government, owning it freehold. 1910 was also the year she married
James Cameron, on 6 September 1910 at St Patrick’s church in Toowoomba. James had land at Yandilla,
but after their marriage he moved onto Annie’s land, and it may be that James’ money allowed her to buy
the land outright.
The property was in the locality
of Rocky Creek and they
named it Inverleigh.
Annie and James had only three
children together.
Their first child, Kevin James
didn’t arrive until 1917,
followed later by Colin
Valentine (1919) and Mervyn
Joseph (1921). All three boys
were born in Ipswich.
I’m going to speculate here, but
I suspect Annie had
miscarriages.
House at Inverleigh, taken in 1965
This would explain both why it was so long before their first child, and why she had them so far from
home, in a town with a major hospital.
The first newspaper reference I’ve found to Annie is in 1924. At the Millmerran Presbyterian Church
flower and arts show, Annie won three prizes. They were for three distinct varieties of carnations, best cob
of corn and specimen crochet work.
In December 1926, at a benefit dance in aid of St. Vincent’s Hospital, Toowoomba, Annie served the
midnight supper. In truth she was probably involved in food preparation at many benefit occasions, but the
people who do this are rarely recorded in the social notes, although her name is recorded in connection
with a similar event in 1929.
A benefit in aid of the South Eastern Queen candidate was held in May 1927. There was a ball and a
coronation of the candidate. It reads like quite an extravagant affair, where the queen aspect was really
played up, unlike modern beauty pageants. Annie, along with a few other women, presented a bouquet to
the queen.
At the 1940 Millmerran show Annie won several first and second prizes for her rose entries, as well as
winning with her phlox entry. In the 1947 she again entered roses, this time winning the three white roses
category, and also for one vase of cannas and another of statice. I imagine she entered in other years as
well, possibly not winning but more likely just not appearing in the newspaper results on trove.nla.gov.au
A Millmerran Catholic debutante ball was held in the 1940s and 1950s. In 1948 and 1949 Annie was a
matron of honour at the event, which is nice because we get to learn what she was wearing. In 1948 Annie
wore “a classical gown of black and jade green suede, with a pique bodice fashioned strikingly in a black
lace effect over green. The yoke continued to a point in the upper sleeve. A band of beaded embroidered
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suede separated the back from the lower bodice. She wore a black fur coat and carried a bouquet of red
rosebuds.”. Whereas in 1949 Annie wore “a frock of black moss crepe, the bodice and sleeves of which
were trimmed with oriental lace. A shoulder spray of red roses completed the ensemble.”.
In 1954 Annie’s husband James died. She stayed on
the farm, with her son Mervyn taking over farm
operations.
Annie suffered from senile dementia late in her life
and moved to the Toowoomba Mental Hospital
(now named Baillie Henderson Hospital) some time
before her death.
Annie died on 28 June 1960 and was buried in the
Millmerran cemetery two days later. She was 78
years old.

Annie with granddaughter Julie, ca 1952
Browse newspaper articles about Annie here http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?l-publictag=Annie
%20Cameron%20nee%20Loughlan
Annie on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Loughlan-2
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Thomas Loughlan (3G-Grandfather) (ca1840-1921)
Thomas was born in Borrisoleigh12 in County Tipperary in around 1840 (his age from various sources gives
a range of 1837 to 1842). His parents were John Loughlan, a farmer and Mary Fogarty. I haven’t been able
to find any likely matches in Griffith’s Valuation, published 1850, for the residence of his family.
The village of Borrisoleigh is situated 14 km northwest of Thurles. In Irish the village is Buirios O
Luigheach, which means the borough of the
O’Luigheach family. Luigheach is an ancient Irish
name not in modern use.
The population of the parish was close to 7,000
prior to the Famine, but only about 2,000 live in the
parish today.
The area has been long settled, with Saint Cuilan
founding the abbey of Gleann Caoin (meaning
beautiful glen) here in the seventh century. An
ornate bell from the abbey, known as the Glankeen
Bell is in the British Museum.

From 1837 edition of A Topographical Dictionary
of Ireland
The bell had left the village by the time Thomas
was born, but still likely would have been well
known in the town.
The village itself dates from around 800 years ago.
Following the Norman invasion of 1169 a fortress
was built in the present location of the village.
Thomas came out to Australia in 1864 and headed
for Warwick. We don’t know the exact details of his
immigration as the record is probably amongst
those lost in the 1892 flood.
Thomas married Annie O’Donnell on 29 January
1873 at the Catholic church in Warwick. He lived in
Warwick at the time and was working as a labourer.
Thomas and Annie had eight children together.
They were John (1874), James (1875), Francis
(1877), Thomas P (1879), Annie Mary (1881),
William (1883), Mary Magdalen (1886) and
Lucinda Catherine (1887).

Detail of Glankeen bell, www.learn.columbia.edu

They were living in the Pratten area (then called
Darky Flat) in 1881, when their daughter Annie was
born.
The pumpkin advert below refers to our Thomas,
but it’s not clear if North Toolburra was considered
part of Darky Flat, or if he moved.

Warwick Argus and Tenterfield Chronicle, 28 June
1877

In 1883 we see his name recorded as having
donated five shillings to the St. Patrick’s Sports and
Ball. This was an annual event in Warwick held
around the time of St Patrick’s Day (March 17) each
year.

12 His place of birth as described on his marriage certificate is written as Borrisolough. There is a parish called Borrisleigh which lies
to the east of Thurles, but I’m pretty sure he was referring to the village.
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By the mid-1880s they were living in Punch’s
Creek, about 18km east-south-east of Millmerran.
Their property was called Greenlawn, and they
stayed there for the remainder of their lives.
He held 1,353 acres across three parcels of land,
initially via lease. This was around twice the size of
other land holders, but may have been different in
nature.
In the early period he applied for two timber
licenses. The first in 1884, in the Warwick district
was for cutting hardwood timber. The second, in
1887 in the Leyburn district for cut and split slabs.
Presumably this timber was needed to develop the
property.
His brands were first registered in 1895, and
consisted of a black tar L5 on the rump and an AS1
ear mark.
Water could be a problem on the property. As late as
1902 Thomas wrote to council asking if “the water
reserve is still on Spicer's Creek, as if it was he
would be able to obtain water within half-a-mile
instead of drawing it for 14 miles.”
Thomas was a very religious man and much
involved with the church.
In this period priests would travel on circuits of the
district to service the religious needs of remote
farmers. From 1894 through to 1919 the Loughlan
farm was listed as a place for Catholic services in
the Punch’s Creek area.
In 1919 parishioners had a fundraising campaign to
build a memorial to “the late Father Lee”. Thomas Pittsworth Sentinel, 21 September 1921
was a collector for his district.
He also appears to have been an Irish nationalist, at
least at some level, as in 1906 Thomas donated 10
shillings to the Home Rule movement.
Thomas died on 14 September 1921. He was stated
to be 85 years old on his grave.
His will is available from the Queensland State
Archives but I have not seen it.
Browse newspaper articles about Thomas here http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?lpublictag=Thomas%20Loughlan%20of%20Punchs%20Creek
View Thomas’ descendants at https://www.wikitree.com/genealogy/Loughlan-Descendants-3
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Annie O’Donnell (3G-Grandmother) (1846-1938)
Annie O’Donnell was born in the parish of Tartaraghan in County Armagh. She was baptised on 25 June
1846. Her parents were James O’Donnell, a farmer, and Letitia McGee or Magee. The witnesses were
Henry [illegible]y and Sarah McGee.

Extract from parish register, http://registers.nli.ie//registers/vtls000632606
The parish was formerly spelt Taghterraghan and her marriage certificate records it as Turtullighere, which
gives an idea of the problem of matching Irish spellings to English. The parish is named after a small
village, and is thought to derive from Teach Tíreacháin, meaning "Tíreachán's house".
Annie’s parents had married on 21 September 1845 in the parish of Loughgall, so she was their eldest
child. The witnesses at Annie’s parents marriage were John Magee and Hugh Donnelly.
Annie likely didn’t attend school, or at
least not for very long, which was starting
to be uncommon when she was a child.
She signed her marriage certificate with
an X.

Location of Tartaraghan parish,
https://www.townlands.ie/armagh/tartaraghan/

Annie migrated to Australia, probably in
the later part of the 1860s, and, once
again, her immigration records are
probably amongst those lost in the 1892
floods. There’s no evidence of her parents
in Australia, nor of siblings, so Annie
likely came out alone.

Annie married Thomas Loughlan on 29 January 1873 at the Catholic church in Warwick. She lived in
Warwick at the time and was working as a servant.
They went on to have eight children, John (1874),
James (1875), Francis (1877), Thomas P (1879),
Annie Mary (1881), William (1883), Mary
Magdalen (1886) and Lucinda Catherine (1887).
Annie and Thomas initially lived in the Pratten area,
before taking up a large grazing selection at Punch’s
Creek, about 18km east-south-east of Millmerran.
Details about their property are well covered in her
husband’s chapter.
Beyond basic birth, marriage and death details I
have uncovered nothing about Annie’s life. Her
name is in the Queensland Wills index, and if a
copy of that document was obtained there’s an
outside chance we could learn more.
Annie died on 30 August 1938 and was buried on
the first day of September in the Millmerran New
Cemetery. She was 91 years old.
Her will is available from the Queensland State
Archives but I have not seen it.
Headstone, Millmerran Cemetery. Source:
Toowoomba Regional Council
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Wilma Mary Henson (Gt-Grandmother) (1928-2006)
Wilma was born at the Lochinvar Private Hospital in Randwick on 17 October 1928. Her parents were
William (Bill) Henson and Eileen Power, and she had a brother Ross who was five years older.

Sydney Morning Herald, 27 October 1928
Her family lived in a large flat at 81 Dolphin Street,
Coogee which was close to the beach. Wilma lived
her until she was about five years old.
During the Great Depression financial
circumstances were difficult for her family. Wilma’s
father went to look for work on the country, her
brother went to live with Bill’s sister while Wilma
and her mother went to live with her mother’s
parents in Glebe.
I’m not sure how long the family were separated in
this way, it’s a complex period which I’ll discuss
further in her parent’s chapters.
Wilma apparently attended a school in Glebe up
until Grade Ten, although the family had moved to
160 Pittwater Road, Gladesville by 1943.
Wilma said in later life that she felt cheated with
regards to schooling. Money had been put aside for
her brother Ross for his education and he went to
University and became a doctor. Wilma felt that her
grades were just as good as Ross. It’s actually quite
possible her parents really didn’t have enough
money to put two children through University, or
even past Grade Ten.
Wilma, ca 1933
We also need to consider that in the 1940s, sending your daughter to University would have been simply an
incomprehensible idea to many people, and certainly seen as a waste of money, for a woman would surely
stop working when she got married, and if working had no hope of similar wage and career prospects as
male colleagues.
Wilma left Sydney to move to Brisbane when she was just seventeen years old. She moved to Brisbane in
order to “get away from her mother”. It was apparent to Wilma’s children that she had an unhappy
childhood (as did her brother Ross), and Wilma never had a good relationship with her mother, even as an
adult. Nana Henson, as Wilma’s mother was known, as been described as “a difficult woman”.
Wilma did, however, have a good relationship with her father, and she kept in touch with him regularly by
post.
In later years, Wilma would travel to Sydney from time to time to visit her parents, and they did visit her in
Queensland on a couple of occasions.
It is thought Wilma worked as a telephonist after she moved to Brisbane.
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In Brisbane, Wilma met Kevin Cameron. They
married on 28 April 1951 in Brisbane.
They moved to Cooktown not too long after their
marriage. Cooktown was a much more remote place
back then, and would have been a radically different
life to what Wilma was used to, having grown up in
the city.
Wilma and Kevin had six children together, Julie
Ann (1952) and Ian James (Jim) (1954) in
Cooktown, and after returning to Brisbane, Marie
Therese (1956,) Paula Mary (1959), Andrew
William (1962) and Leonie Margaret (1968).
Back in Brisbane they first lived on Boundary Road
in Deception Bay before moving to 64 Weston
Street, Zillmere in 1963.
The family didn’t have a car until 1963, only a
moped which Kevin used to get to work. At one
point while living in Deception Bay, Wilma needed
to have all her remaining teeth extracted. She
caught a bus all the way to the city, and after the
procedure came back on the bus, unaccompanied,
and had to walk a whole mile (1.6 km) from the bus
stop back home.
Wilma secured casual paid work from time to time,
bust mostly she was pretty busy with managing six
children and the household.
Cutting the wedding cake, 28 April 1951
She sewed some of her children’s clothes and was a basic cook. All meals were prepared at home, it was
unusual for families at the time to go out for meals.
On Friday nights in the early
1970s, Paula recalls that
Wilma would go out to work
taking telephone betting at
the TAB in McLachlan
Street, Fortitude Valley.
Kevin would be at home, but
Paula was “in charge” of
looking after Leonie. Wilma
made good friends with
some of the other women
who worked at the TAB, and
they remained in contact for
many years afterwards.

Wilma in Dodge Kingsway, 1966
On Wilma’s occasional trips back to Sydney she rarely took her children, although she took her daughter
Julie down when she was born and Paula remembers visiting her grandfather there when she was about 12
(ca 1975).
Overall, Wilma and Kevin did not have a happy marriage, but it wasn’t so awful that her children don’t
have many happy childhood memories. A bigger issue was Wilma’s inability to form positive relationships
with any of her daughters. Her daughter Julie recalls, “Mum and I never enjoyed a loving relationship until
her last years in Karinya.”
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The Family Law Act of 1975 allowed for divorce due to the irretrievable breakdown of the relationship and
twelve months separation. (Prior to this the only realistic way to get a divorce was to prove infidelity in
court). Wilma and Kevin’s marriage was officially dissolved on 18 December 1976, so they were one of the
first couples to take advantage of the change. This wasn’t necessarily an easy decision for them both, given
they were both Catholic, and the Catholic church takes a very dim view of divorce. I imagine the divorce
would have been the subject of disapproving gossip amongst other parents at the Catholic schools her
youngest two children, Andrew and Leonie, were still attending.
After the divorce, Kevin moved out and Wilma continued to live in the family home, with Andrew and
Leonie.
In 1978, on 14 July, she married Roy O’Neill at her
house in Zillmere. It was a civil ceremony and both
the witnesses that signed the marriage certificate
were from his family.
Wilma’s daughter Julie did attend, along with her
husband Bob and children Stephen and Tricia. Julie
(Grannie), actually can’t remember going and is in
fact amazed that she did attend.
Roy moved into the house at Weston Street, and
they lived there until about 1985. Wilma may have
worked casually for SEQEB in this period.
In 1983, Leonie, Wilma’s last child at home. Leonie
went to live with her sister Julie in Nanango and
finished her last two years of schooling at Nanango
State High School. This was a stressful period for
all involved and resulted in Wilma coming up to
Nanango and having a yelling match with Julie and
Leonie form the street.
In 1985 Wilma and Roy moved to Flinders Parade,
Brighton. It was starting around this time that she
started to see her grandchildren more regularly.
Wilma’s granddaughter Tricia doesn’t recall
meeting her until she was aged about ten, and saw
her about once a year after that.
Roy and Wilma, 1993, Townsville

Wilma was diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease in
the early 1990s. Parkinson’s disease is a slow
disease of that mostly affects the motor system.
Common symptoms are shaking, slow movement
and difficulty walking.

Following the Parkinson’s diagnosis, Wilma and Roy, who had heart problems himself, moved to a
retirement village on Bribie Island. They lived there for about a decade, but Wilma’s condition slowly
deteriorated and so they moved to the Karinya Aged Care facility in Nanango, where her daughter Julie
was the manager. Wilma spent the last few months of her life at a nursing home in Kingaroy.
Wilma died on 4 August 2006, just two weeks before the birth of her first great-grandson. She was 78 years
old and is buried in the Nanango cemetery.
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View two articles related to Wilma here http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?l-publictag=Wilma
%20Mary%20Cameron%20nee%20Henson
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William (Bill) Henson (Gt-Gt-Grandfather) (1891-1979)
Bill was born 19 March 1891 in Rozelle, Sydney. His parents were John Henson, a bootmaker and Rachel
Hughes. They lived at 12 Wise Street, Balmain. His birth was not registered until 1919. Bill grew to be 5’
8¾” (175 cm) tall with a slim build, and he had blue eyes and light brown hair.
Bill had a five siblings. He had a younger brother, while from his mother’s side he had an older half-sister
and on his father’s side an older half-brother and two half-sisters. A sister and his brother on his father’s
side both died in 1925.
In 1901 Bill and his family were living at 41 Waterview Street, Balmain.
When Bill enlisted in the army on 7 October 1915
he was working as a labourer. He didn’t give his
address but the address of his mother, as next of kin,
was given as Tranmere Street, Drummoyne.
He had recently had surgery for a hernia operation,
somewhat of an occupational hazard for a labourer,
I imagine. He had tried to enlist previously, but had
not been accepted due to his hernia.
Following (presumably) initial training, Bill was
assigned as a Gunner to the 7th Field Artillery
Brigade, 26th Battery, when the 7th formed on 17
March 1916. The brigade was attached to the 3rd
Division.
The entire Brigade embarked at Sydney on the
HMAT13 Argyllshire on 11 May 1916, arriving at
Portsmouth, England on 11 July.
Training took place at Larkhill and Salisbury Plains,
both in Wiltshire.
The brigade disembarked at Le Havre, France on 31
December 1916.
Bill in uniform, 1916
The Brigade went into action
on 17 January 1917 at
Armentieres, on the Belgian
border. From there they took
part in the major battles of
Messines (June), Menin Road
(September), Broodseinde
(early October),
Passchendaele (mid October),
each deeper within Belgium.
Bill was hospitalised for three
days in this period, with
neuralgia, from 17 to 20
February.

HMAT Argyllshire, Sydney, 1915, http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-162930396

13 His Majesty’s Australian Transport
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The Australian War Memorial states about the Battle of Broodseinde Ridge, “The attack began before
dawn on 4 October 1917. The Australian troops involved were shelled heavily on their start line and a
seventh of their number became casualties even before the attack began. When it did, the attacking troops
were confronted by a line of troops advancing towards them; the Germans had chosen the same morning to
launch an attack of their own. The Australians forged on through the German assault waves and gained all
their objectives along the ridge. It was not without cost, however. German pillboxes were characteristically
difficult to subdue, and the Australian divisions suffered 6,500 casualties.”
The Australian War Memorial has this stay about the (First) Battle of Passchendaele, “As a part of the
continuing Third Battle of Ypres on the Western Front, Australian, New Zealand and British troops were
involved in an unsuccessful attempt to seize the Passchendaele Ridge from the defending Germans on 12
October 1917. The vicious fighting took place in the most appalling of waterlogged conditions, which
helped render the name Passchendaele a synonym for slaughter.”
Casualties were relatively very light in Bill’s brigade, of a strength of 790 or so, they suffered only twelve
dead and sixty wounded in the month of October 1917.
In January 1918, the entire Brigade
was moved to a Rest Area, and
many soldiers took leave. Bill took
leave in England from 5 to 26
January.
After this break they took part in the
battles of Morlancourt (late March),
Mont St. Quentin (early September),
and the Hindenburg Line (midSeptember).
Bill was wounded in Busigny, on 17
October 1918 with a gunshot wound
to his left forearm. He was
discharged from hospital a month
later.
Bill’s war service medal and dog tag
Bill was first appointed as a Gunner but switched to being a Driver
from September 1916 to June 1917. From the he was variously an
Acting Bombardier, Gunner and Bombardier before achieving the
rank of Corporal in June 1918.
Bill left England on 16 January 1919 on board the Demosthenes,
arriving in Sydney in March. Bill was discharged from the army on
13 April 1919 in Sydney, although he’d been on paid leave since
11 March.
I do not know when, and under what circumstances, Bill was
awarded his gymkhana medal. The gymkhana was an athletic event.
Bill’s gymkhana medal

Bill's medals included the British War Service medal (shown
above), the 1914-15 Star and the Victory medal.
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Bill married Eileen Power on 14
June 1922 at St Joseph’s Church
in Rozelle. Bill and Eileen had
known each other since before he
went away to fight in France. Bill
was raised in a Church of England
family, but Eileen was from a
Catholic background, and so, by
the conventions of the time, they
had a Catholic marriage and their
children were raised as Catholics.
Bill and Eileen had two children
together, Ross William (1923) and
Wilma Mary (1928).

Postcard from Eileen to Bill, 1918
Bill was living at Belmore Road, Coogee when they married. He owned a greengrocer business, also in
Coogee. They lived at 85 Dolphin Street, Coogee immediately after their marriage, but from 1925 to 1933
they were living in a large flat at 81 Dolphin Street, close to the beach.
Bill was eligible for various forms of assistance as a returned soldier. While living at 81 Dolphin Street he
put in an application for assistance to buy furniture. He wanted to buy almost a complete set of household
furniture, so I’m not sure how they managed until then. He listed his mother as a dependent in addition to
his wife.
The family story handed down is that they lost everything because Eileen did not renew the insurance on
the shop, as she spent the money on a new hat and didn’t tell Bill she didn’t pay the insurance. This was
during the Great Depression. As a result, Bill had to travel for work in the country for several years, and
the family was split. Ross was sent to live with Aunty Tott14 in Drummoyne; Wilma and Eileen went to live
with Eileen’s parents in Glebe.
I think this story raises more questions than it answers, which I’ll speculate on in Eileen’s chapter.
This splitting of the children certainly looks like a weird arrangement to modern eyes. It speaks to me more
of a substantial relationship breakdown, or perhaps Eileen’s inability to cope with more than one child, but
perhaps it was not considered unusual at the time.
14 Described as Bill’s sister, but no idea which one, also, think aunt, great-aunt, cousin, even a friend
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It’s difficult to know when this may have been, as they certainly continue to appear on the electoral roll
together, even if they may not have been living together. In 1934 and 1935 they were listed at 17 May
Street, Lilyfield, and Bill’s profession was given as labourer. In 1936 and 1937, they were on the roll at 5
Thompson Street, Drummoyne, with Bill’s profession given as packer.
The electoral rolls from 1943 show Bill and Eileen
had moved to 160 Pittwater Road, Gladesville. His
profession was still given as packer, which doesn’t
sound like a highly paid occupation. This makes the
fact they supported their son Ross through
university to become a doctor a solid achievement,
and suggests there really were, at least partly,
economic reasons for not supporting Wilma to study
past grade ten.
Bill’s wife Eileen died in 1971.

William with granddaughter Julie, ca 1952
The distance between Sydney and Brisbane, and possibly also Wilma’s difficult relationship with her
mother, mean that Bill’s Brisbane grandchildren have few strong memories of him.
His granddaughter Julie remembers Bill and Eileen visiting them once in Deception Bay (so prior to 1963),
and also remembers visiting them once in Sydney. Granddaughter Paula remembers his Gladesville house
very clearly; that it was a lowset brick home with the bathroom and toilet out the back, and the kitchen was
tiny with a gas stove. She noticed how different it was to their timber high-set home in Zillmere.
Granddaughter Leonie also remembers visiting his house. She was quite young at the time and remembers
that it had red bricks and had a very large old bath tub which for some reason scared her. She also
remembers owning a book which once belonged to William. Leonie thinks she gave it to her brother
Andrew because she wanted his son William to have it. Inside the book was written "to dear Willie" and
she thinks it might have been a gift from a sister.
Bill died on 5 February 1979. He was 87 years old.
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John Henson (3G-Grandfather) (1842-1923)
John was born in Meynell Court in Nottingham, in central England, on 25 February 1842, however his
family was from Whitwick in Leicestershire and he spent his later childhood in Whitwick. His parents were
William Henson, a cordwainer or bootmaker and Eliza Smith.
He was nine years old and attending school at the time of the 1851 Census on 31 March. He was living
with his parents and four siblings on Leicester Road, Whitwick.
By the time the 1861 Census came along he had moved out of home and was boarding at a place on
Measham Road in Ashby-de-la-Zouch, a small town about six miles west of Whitwick. His profession was
given as a shoe maker.
John does not turn up in the 1871 Census, but doesn't appear to have arrived in Australia until about 1875.
His 1923 death certificate records that he had been in Australia for 48 years and had lived in Queensland,
Victoria and New South Wales. No immigration record has been found, which means he most likely arrived
as an unassisted immigrant.
John was a bootmaker by profession who seems to have operated his own business in Sydney at least for a
few years, but I haven’t found any clues as to the business location.
John married Jane Emily Cook at St Pauls church in Sydney on 9 November 1877. It was a Church of
England ceremony. Jane was 21 years old and had been born in Sydney; her father was a sawyer. John was
living on Campbell Street at the time of the marriage.
They had three children together, Arthur Ernest (1878), Eliza Mary (Lily) (1879), and Ethel Maude (1881).
The earliest newspaper reference I’ve found to John is in October 1879. There was a meeting of thirty-two
Sydney cordwainers at the Hyde Park Hotel, who met to form a society for mutual benefit. John was
elected to the chair. They had their first monthly meeting in early December where John was named as
president. The last article mentioning the group is in February 1880; they may have folded, but I think it
just illustrates how small things often don’t make it into a big city newspaper.
The year 1879 is the first year he appears in the Post Office directory, at 50 Campbell Street. In 1880 he
was listed at 25/23 Stephens Street, and was not listed in the 1881 directory.
John’s wife Jane died on 20 September 1883 of typhoid. They were living at 297 Crown Road, Ultimo at
the time. Jane’s sister Eliza, and brother Tom lived nearby at 263 Crown Road. Number 297 was a four
level brick building with a slate roof and eight rooms; it is likely they were sharing the building with
others.
In September 1885, a John Henson (likely him), received £100 as compensation for injuries received from
a collision involving the Balmain steamer Nellie. He had been asking for £2000 compensation.
John became insolvent in the same year. He is mentioned in the Insolvency Court on 12 October 1885,
where he is described as “John Henson, of Booth and Bradford streets, Balmain, bootmaker. Liabilities,
£60 6s.; assets, £7.”. He continued to live at Booth Street until 1889.
An 1889 article likely refers to John. An Alfred Hariot, a french watchmaker, had been accepting watches
for repair and then pawning them. One was the works of silver watch, value 30 shillings, belonging to John
Henson.
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John married Rachel Smith nee Hughes on 25 June 1890 in
Rozelle. This marriage was not recorded, and these details are
gathered from his son’s birth certificate and wife’s death
certificate.
They had three children together, William (1891), John Henry
(Jack) (1894) and a daughter, probably stillborn. William and
John’s births were not registered until 1919.
The 1891 New South Wales Census was carried out on April 5.
John was living at 12 Wise Street, Balmain (now in Rozelle).
Only the head of household’s name was recorded, but in the
house were three males and four females. This included John,
his wife Rachel, infant son William, step-daughter Elvira and his
three children from his first marriage.
The house at 12 Wise Street was very modestly sized, with two
bedrooms, a very narrow staircase and an internal area of about
60 square metres. The land area is only 82 square metres. This
seems in keeping with John’s financial circumstances after his
insolvency.
Modern interior photos of the house are stunning, and some of
the features are probably original15.
They lived here for three or four years, before shifting to 20
Wise Street, and then disappearing from the record until they
turn up at Waterview Street.

12 Wise Street, Google StreetView
By the time of the 1901 Census, held on 31 March,
John and his family were living at 41 Waterview
Street, Balmain. There were five males and two
females in the house. This house was about twothirds larger all around than Wise Street. They lived
here until at least 1906.
While living at Waterview street John had a nasty
accident.

Australian Star, 21 June 1901
John later took the alleged owner of the dog to court
for damages. John stated he had been unable to
work for ten weeks, and still required crutches. The
case hinged on John’s description of the dog, which
the magistrate ordered to be presented to the court. Modern real estate photo of 41 Waterview Street
John was unsuccessful.

15 https://www.realestate.com.au/property/12-wise-st-rozelle-nsw-2039
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In 1908 John did what I think is an astounding thing. With no history of farming in his family, he moved to
Wirrimbi, just north of Macksville on the mid-north coast of New South Wales, and bought a farm which
he operated with his eldest son, Arthur. His wife remained in Sydney. The move is not completely without
context, as his first wife's father and also her maternal grandfather lived in the area.
Descendants of John's first wife feel that even with John in Nambucca and Rachel in Sydney the family
remained close.
His moving to a rural area, also illustrates the difference in the information available from newspapers
between the city and the country. The newspaper references while he lived in the city make his life seem
somewhat dull and full of misfortune. Once in the country however, we can read humorous letters of his to
the editor (I think you really had to have been there), learn that he sang at a surprise birthday party, and
more.
John died at Wirrimbi on 18 July 1923 of a cerebral haemorrhage. He was 81 years old.
Browse newspaper articles about John here http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?lpublictag=John+Henson+bootmaker
View John’s descendants at https://www.wikitree.com/genealogy/Henson-Descendants-1857
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William Henson (4G-Grandfather) (ca1809-1858)
William was born in about 1809 in Whitwick, Leicestershire.
Whitwick comes from the Old English words hwīt, meaning white, but also a synonym for infertile, and
wīc, a specialised settlement. It could mean either (the) white settlement, or Hwita’s settlement. The village
appeared in the Domesday book of 1086 as Witewic, and it’s thought it’s origin dates back to around the
year 700.

Village of Whitwick, 1881 Ordnance Survey mapping
Samuel Lewis’ 1849 Topographical dictionary describes Whitwick as township of 2,310 inhabitants and
that “It is picturesquely seated in the coal district, below the rocky hills at the south-west angle of
Charnwood Forest; and about a mile westward of the town is a large modern village called Coalville,
mostly occupied by colliers.”
William married Eliza Smith on 24 October 1831 in Coleorton, Leicestershire. Coleorton is located about
two or three miles west of Whitwick. They were both residents of the parish at the time and both could sign
their own name. The witnesses were Hannah Smith and James Bottellark.
When the 1841 Census was conducted on 7
June, William was living at Meynell16 Court
in the St Mary parish part of Nottingham,
about half a mile north-east of the impressive
Church of St Mary the Virgin. With him was
his wife Eliza and children Mary (8), Sarah
(4) and William (2). His occupation was
given as shoemaker.
They were still at Meynell Court when son
John was born in February 1842.
The dense network of streets in the area they
were living no longer exists. Looking at the
area on Dearden’s 1844 map, it looks to me Church of St Mary the Virgin,
like an area of purpose built slums, but who http://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/4632118
knows.
In 1841 Nottingham was a town of 53,000 people with a thriving textile industry and it was an
internationally important centre of lace making.

16 Incorrectly written as Mennel in the 1841 Census
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At the time of the Census on 31 March 1851 William was living on Leicester Road, Whitwick. His
profession was given as cordwainer. He was living with his wife Eliza, and children Sarah Ann (14),
William (12), John (9), Thomas (6) and Maria (4). His son William was already working, also as a
cordwainer, Sarah had left school and Mary had moved away or died.
William’s second four children were born in Nottingham, and his youngest in Stanley, Derbyshire. It’s not
known where Mary was born.
There were three other Henson households in Whitwick in 1851. The heads of the households were
William Henson, a 70 year old shoemaker, Harriet Henson, a 59 year old widow and Thomas Henson, a 47
year old framework knitter. There were large numbers of framework knitters in the village. They would
have been producing lace or hosiery.
Sometime after 1851 William moved to nearby Thringstone, where he passed away on 12 December 1858,
aged just 50 years old. His death certificate described him as a master shoemaker and recorded the cause of
death as diseased lungs. The informant was Catherine Lord, no known relation, who was present at his
death. William was buried on 15 April 1858 at Whitwick.
William on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Henson-1858
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Eliza Smith (4G-Grandmother) (1807-1878)
Eliza was born in Worthington, Leicestershire and baptised in the neighbouring parish of Coleorton on 7
May 1807. Her parents, John Smith and Sarah Sharpe, were probably living in the hamlet of Newbold in
Worthington parish.
Worthington is (most likely) derived from the
Saxon personal name Weorth, and so mean Weorth’s
farm or settlement. It was recorded in the
Domesday book as Werditone, and probably had a
population of about fifty persons.
The Domesday book records the Norman
landowner Henry de Ferrers as holding four
caracutes of land there. A caracute is an area of land
that could be ploughed by eight oxen in an annual
season. A carruca was a type of plough.
From Lewis’ 1848 Topographic Dictionary
Saint Matthew’s church in the village dates from around 1175, but has been altered and extended over the
years. The strangest building, which Eliza would have been familiar with, is today called the Round House.
It was built in the late eighteenth century and was a temporary lock-up for criminals until they could be
brought to court.

St Matthews, Worthington,
http://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/849469

Round House, Worthington,
http://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/3454177
Eliza married William Henson on 24 October 1831 in Coleorton. They were both residents of the parish at
the time and both could sign their own name. The witnesses were Hannah Smith and James Bottellark.
They had five children together, Mary (ca1834), Sarah Ann (ca1836), William (ca1838), John (ca1842),
Thomas (ca1845) and Maria (ca1847).
They lived in Nottingham from about 1836 to 1846, before moving to Stanley, Derbyshire, a small village
ten miles west of Nottingham. By 1851 they were living on Leicester Road in the village of Whitwick. For
more information about this period refer to her husband William’s chapter.
Her husband William passed away in 1858.
By the time of the 1861 Census on 7 April, Eliza had moved to Thringstone, three miles to the east of
Coleorton. While technically a separate village, Thringstone is essentially just a north-westward extension
of Whitwick. She was living with her youngest daughter Maria, who was still attending school. Eliza's
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widowed status was recorded and she was working as a shoe binder. A shoe binder sewed the upper parts
of shoes.
At the time of the 1871 Census Eliza was living with her daughter Maria, Maria's husband Giles Fryer and
their children in the hamlet of Donington le Heath in Ibstock parish, about 3.5 miles south of her earlier
residence in Thringstone. No profession was recorded for Eliza in this Census.
Eliza died in 1878 in the Ashby de la Zouch district, and was buried in Whitwick on 24 April 1878.
Eliza on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Smith-124751

Rachel Hughes (3G-Grandmother) (1853-1940)
Rachel Hughes may actually have been Jane Smith, a woman who lied about her past to hide her
unmarried mother status.
The only evidence for Rachel's life prior to her 1890 marriage to John Henson is from her death certificate,
none of which is corroborated in other sources.
The story from her death certificate is that she was born on 15 August 1853 in Monmouthshire, Wales, the
daughter of William Hughes, a hotelkeeper and Mary Waters. She came out to Australia when she was
about ten years old. In about 1875 she married Charles Arthur Smith in Windsor and they had two children,
Elvira in 1880, and a son, who was deceased by the time Rachel died.
In addition to neither Rachel's birth nor first marriage appearing in official records, Elvira Smith was born
illegitimately to a Jane Smith, aged 27 from England. This is of course is the same age Rachel would have
been at the time, and Monmouthshire held, until 1974, an ambiguous status as to if it was part of Wales or
England.
Rachel married again (or possibly for the first time), on 25 June 1890 in Rozelle, to John Henson, a
bootmaker and widower. He had three children from a previous marriage. Rachel and John had two sons
together, William (1891) and John Henry(Jack) (1894). They also had, according to her death certificate, a
daughter, but my best guess is that she was stillborn.
Neither of their sons births were registered until they were adults.
They initially lived in a modest house at 12 Wise Street, Balmain, later shifting to 20 Wise Street, and then
by 1901 upgrading to a larger property at 41 Waterview Street, Balmain. Then, in about 1908 John bought
a farm on the mid-north coast with his son from his previous marriage, and they never lived together again.
Descendants of John's first wife feel that even with John in Nambucca and Rachel in Sydney the family
remained close. Her step-children Arthur, Eliza and Ethel both called her Mater (pronounced may-ter).
Rachel was living at “Kimberley”, 3 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne from at least 1915 to 1919.
Rachel does not appear on the electoral roll until 1930, despite enrolment have been compulsory since
1912 and voting since 1924. In 1930 she was living at 175 Military Road, Neutral Bay, and then from 1932
until her death, in a unit at 37 Cook Road, Centennial Park.
Rachel died on 8 August 1940. She was 86 years old.
Rachel on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Hughes-11423
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Eileen Power (Gt-Gt-Grandmother) (1895-1971)
Eileen was born on 16 April 1895 in Sydney. Her parents were Patrick Power, a vanman, and Mary Daly.
They lived at 10 Short Street, Forest Lodge when she born. She spent most of her childhood living at 201
Catherine Street, Leichhardt, from 1900 to 1910. Her family moved to 17 May Street, Lilyfield in 1910,
where she continued to live with them until she married.
We know she won a book while at school, which is more than we know about many people’s school years.
Eileen’s granddaughter Leonie remembers reading a book which belonged to her. Eileen had won it at
school and her name was on a book plate inside.
In February 1907, Eileen submitted a joke to the Sun newspaper, hoping to win the small weekly prize. It
seems quite a lame joke to me, but similar to all the others, so I guess humour has changed over the years.
Interestingly, a couple of the jokes, like Eileen’s were “Irish” jokes, but not racist. The protagonist just
happened to be Irish, and made smart or witty observations.
Eileen’s joke is as follows “An Irishman's wife had the misfortune to break her eye-glasses. Pat was at the
town, so he bought her a new pair. When he got home his wife tried them on, and exclaimed : "Pat! those
are about the best glasses I ever looked through." "How's that?" said Pat. "Well, everything I see looks like
two or three." "Shure, then, put them on on Saturday When I give you the pay," said Pat.”
Eileen married William (Bill)
Henson on 14 June 1922 at St.
Joseph's Church, Rozelle. Eileen
had known Bill for at least seven
years. Eileen wore “a smart
frock of nigger cashmere de sole,
with a hat to tone.” She was led
to the altar by her father, which
was customary, and her youngest
sister, Christina, was the
bridesmaid. The reception was
held at The Marlborough Café, at
145 King-Street, Newtown. The
building, the Marlborough Hotel,
is built in the art deco style, and
was less than three years old.
Early interior photo of St Joseph’s, from www.stjosephrozelle.org.au
Eileen had been working as a clerk before her marriage. Bill had a greengrocer business.
They lived at 85 Dolphin Street, Coogee immediately after their marriage, but from 1925 to 1933 they were
living in a large flat at 81 Dolphin Street, close to the beach.
Bill and Eileen had two children together, Ross William (1923) and Wilma Mary (1928).
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The family story handed down is
that they lost everything (Bill’s
business) because Eileen did not
renew the insurance on the shop,
as she spent the money on a new
hat and didn’t tell Bill she didn’t
pay the insurance. This was
during the Great Depression. As
a result, Bill had to travel for
work in the country for several
years, and the family was split.
Ross was sent to live with Aunty
Tott17 in Drummoyne; Wilma and
Eileen went to live with Eileen’s
parents in Glebe.
This is a strange story, but if we
accept it as correct, it leads to
some interesting speculation.
First up, we can only assume that
a fire affected the business.
Second, while I don’t know
insurance company practices in
the 1920s, where they not mailed
a reminder?
If so, this was a case of
extremely unfortunate timing.

Eileen with husband Bill, ca 1920s

If it wasn’t a case of poor timing, then how did it come about? It would have to be due to some very scatty
thinking. Sure anybody can have a bad week here and there, but it does lend itself to the idea that Eileen
had self-control problems,or possibly a mental illness.
This is all speculation, of course, but is supported by how their children were split when Bill had to travel
for work. I could well be projecting modern sensibilities here but it sounds like either a very acrimonious
separation, or that Eileen wasn’t well enough to cope with looking after two children.
Eileen had a bad relationship with
her daughter Wilma. Was this a
simple personality conflict,
resentment at child raising, or could
there perhaps be a mental health
component to it?
It’s certainly interesting to speculate.
After Coogee they lived in Lilyfield
and Drummoyne, but from the early
1940s they lived at 160 Pittswater
Road, Gladesville. In the mid or late
1940s Eileen’s elderly father came
to live with them.
Eileen died on 1 April 1971. She
was 76 years old.
Eileen with grandchildren, Julie, Jim, Marie, Paula, Andrew, 1962
Browse newspaper articles about Eileen here http://trove.nla.gov.au/result?l-publictag=Eileen%20Henson
%20nee%20Power

17 Described as Bill’s sister, but no idea which one, also, think aunt, great-aunt, cousin, even a friend
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Patrick Power (3G-Grandfather) (1866-1954)
Patrick Power was born on 5 April 1866. His family was living at Johnstown, Waterford. Despite the name,
Johnstown is actually a street in Waterford city. He was eldest child of his parents William Power, a
carriage owner-driver, and Mary Britt. His mother died between 1870 and 1873, with his father remarrying
in 1873. Patrick had two full siblings, a brother and sister and a half-brother and half-sister.
Waterford is the oldest city in Ireland and was founded as a seaport on the River Suir by Vikings in 914. In
the nineteenth century glass making (the famous Waterford Crystal) and ship building were major
industries in the town. In the 1850s and 1860s a local family operated the largest fleet of iron steamers in
the world. Waterford had a population of around 23,000 when Patrick was growing up there.
We don’t know when he came to out to Sydney and Australia, or if he came alone or with relatives, but by
1889 he had set up in business, as a vanman, or small freight courier. At the time of his marriage in 1891 he
was living in Glebe.
Patrick married Mary Daly on 3 Feb 1891 at St Augustines Catholic Church in Balmain. The witnesses
were Thomas Farrell and Mary Hennessy.
Patrick and Mary had four daughters together. Mary (1892), who died in 1893, Eileen (1895), Kathleen M
(1897), and Christina (1901).
I think they first lived at Alfred Street, Glebe, before moving to 10 Short Street in 1894.
While at Short Street he placed a couple of work related advertisements in the newspaper. There’s another
similar advertisement in 1905.

Evening News, 11 May 1894

Evening News, 20 December 1894

They later lived at both numbers 14 and 12 on Short Street, before settling in at 201 Catherine Street,
Leichhardt from about 1900 to 1910.
In 1904 the Arbitration court investigated
competition and pay rates in the carrying industry.
Patrick was one of several carriers to give evidence
at the court.

Evening News, 8 April 1894

From 1910 they were living at May Street,
Lilyfield. The first mention of a street number was
in 1929, when they were at 17 May Street, it is
possible they lived at different locations on the
street before then.

There are two more work related advertisements from October 1918. In one Patrick asks for a licensed van
driver. In the other he wanted to rent a licensed van turnout on a temporary basis.
Patrick's nephew Bob, through his half-brother William, remembered that Patrick became a self-employed
carrier, hauling furniture for Mark Foy’s, one of the early department stores in Sydney. Bob as a boy can
remember going out with him on “Uncle Pat’s” horse and cart, and later in an old truck. This would have
been in the late 1910s or early 1920s.
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May Street is only a short street, but it
had a furniture factory at one end. In
September 1927 it was completely
destroyed by fire. News reports noted
“May street is a narrow thoroughfare
and the flames crossed the street many
times, seriously damaging buildings in
the vicinity.” and “When the front wall
of the factory collapsed the electric
light and telephone wires were released,
and fell into May-street, which was
thronged with people.”

17 May Street, Lilyfield from Google Streetview
Patrick’s wife Mary died in 1935.
In 1936 and 1938 Patrick advertised a partly furnished 4 room cottage for rent near the Leichhardt
terminus.
Patrick seems to have been wrapping up his business in February 1937, placing the standard advertisement
in the newspaper declaring that he will not be responsible for debts contracted in his name after this date.
In November 1943 Patrick sold
off his motorbike, which I
guess he was getting too old
too use. It was a 1930 Ariel,
with 4¼ horsepower. (It may
not have been the same model
as pictured.)
Patrick last appears in the
electoral rolls at 17 May Street
in 1943.
Sometime between 1943 and
1949 he moved out of home
and went to live with his eldest
daughter Eileen and her
husband at 160 Pittwater Road,
Gladesville.
Ariel 1930 Model G motorbike, image via www.barkshire.co.uk
Patrick died on 1 January 1954 at Mount Saint Joseph’s Old People’s Home, Randwick. He was 87 years
old.
Browse newspaper articles about Patrick here http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?lpublictag=Patrick+Power+vanman&q

Patricia Head's Family History 18/7/21

Page 46 of 51

William Power (4G-Grandfather) (1838-????)
William Power was baptised on 7 September 1838 at Saint John's, Waterford city. The sponsors were John
Spencer and Mary Spencer. His parents were Luke, a farmer, and Mary. William probably had three
younger half-siblings, Luke, Eleanor and Mary.
William married Mary Britt on 7 February 1864 at St Johns in Waterford town, Ireland. His address was
given as John Street, and his father Luke's profession was given as farmer. The witnesses were Patrick Britt
and Anastasia Fitzpatrick.
They had at least three children together, Patrick (1866), Michael (1867) and Ellen (1870). His profession
on his children’s birth certificates was listed variously as car-owner, car-driver and car-man.
William was living at Johnstown (a street) at the time of the births of their three children.

Map of Waterford town, red circle indicates location of Johnstown.

View looking North along Johnstown
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Mary passed away sometime between Ellen's birth and November 1873.
William remarried, to nineteen year old Mary Walsh, on 26 November 1873 again at Saint John's. The
residence of both was given as "Manor", meaning Manor Street. William was now working as a publican.
The witnesses were James Power and Catherine Spencer. Family talk is that she Mary the maid at the hotel.
They had two children together, William (1876) and Margaret (1879).
The 1877 Waterford Directory list William Powers, publican, at 105 Manor Street. He was in the same
location in Slater's 1881 directory.
The following oral history has been provided by descendant Denis Power.
This account of William Senior's life came verbatim from Margaret Mary his daughter; she must have
heard it from her mother or Walsh relatives as she would have been too young to remember these events
herself.
William had a fine pair of horses and a fancy buggy. During a fierce storm, the stables blew down and
killed the horses. In a bout of remorse, William started to drink heavily and sold his public house (to the
Dalton Family, his neighbours and relations as it turned out). In the mid 1880s William went off to
America, supposedly Boston. His wife left behind with two young children, opened a small eating house.
Shortly she went to Boston looking for him, taking her son William, or "Young Willie" as he was called.
She worked at a presbytery as a housekeeper. "Young Willie" was sent back to Ireland on a doctor's advice
and lived with his maternal aunt Johanna Walshe, where his sister Maggie had been during this time. His
sister remembers meeting the ship when he returned and he could not be seen over the taffrail. He would
have been about twelve at the time and she nine. Mary eventually returned to Waterford, saying she was
unable to find her husband and died aged 40 in 1896.
The following is speculation by Denis based on the known family history:
Putting the known with the rumour, it is possible to conjecture what happened in William’s life. The son of
a poor farmer he managed to either buy or borrow enough money to buy a pair of horses and a buggy and
operate for hire in Waterford City. Saving some money, possibly in collaboration with his relatives he was
then able to lease the hotel at 105 Manor Street. The horse stables burnt down and William, overextended
on property has lost half his income. Creditors had strong powers then but needed to “attach” the debtor
and a favourite way to escape their clutches was to “run off to America” which is just what he did. When
precisely has been difficult to determine.
William on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Power-2221
William's descendants https://www.wikitree.com/genealogy/Power-Descendants-2221
Mary Britt (4G-Grandmother) (ca1840-????)
Mary was born in about 1840. Her parents were Patrick Britt and Catherine Connors. There was a Patrick
Britt who died in Waterford in 1880 aged 73, who is a good match for Mary’s father.
Mary’s parents had married on 14 February 1836 in Saint John’s parish. The witnesses were William
Downey and Margaret Whitty.
Mary married William Power on 7 February 1864 at St Johns in Waterford town, Ireland. She was living in
the townland of Ballytruckle at the time of her marriage.
Ballytruckle in Irish is Baile Throcail. Baile means town or settlement, but neither I, nor the world wide
web have any idea what Throcail means.
They had at least three children together, Patrick (1866), Michael (1867) and Ellen (1870).
Mary passed away between the birth of Ellen and her husband's second marriage in November 1873.
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Mary Daly (3G-Grandmother) (ca1862-1935)
Mary was born in about 1862 in the parish of Dunganstown, likely in the townland of Ballymoney, in
County Wicklow, Ireland. Her parents were Christopher Daly, a farmer and Mary Ann Blake. She had at
least one sibling, Michael, born in 1864.
Her parents had married on 15 February 1858 in the parish of Killaveney. The witnesses were Michael
Kavanagh and Eliza O’Neil. Killaveney parish is in the south-west part of Wicklow, centred around the
town of Tinahely.
There is a baptism record for a Mary Daly, on 21
October 1859 (born the previous day) to the same
parents, in the neighbouring parish of Kilbride (but
the townland of Ballymoney), but the three year age
discrepancy makes me suspect this is for an earlier
sister who died before our Mary was born.
Ballymoney is derived from the Irish Baile
Monaidh, settlement/homestead on peatland. The
townland is largely occupied by the grand
Ballymoney House.
I don’t know when Mary migrated to Australia, but
I would wager she came on her own as a young
adult.
Mary married Patrick Power on 3 Feb 1891 at St
Augustines Catholic Church in Balmain. The
witnesses were Thomas Farrell and Mary Hennessy.
Mary had been living in Balmain at the time of her
wedding.
Patrick and Mary had four daughters together. Mary
(1892), who died in 1893, Eileen (1895), Kathleen
M (1897), and Christina (1901).
From 1837 edition of A Topographical Dictionary
of Ireland

The red circle shows the location of Ballymoney
I’ve covered all the places Mary and her family lived in her husband Patrick’s chapter. When they first
moved to May Street they rented out one of their rooms to a boarder. I imagine it was Mary who did the
bulk of the work looking after their tenant.
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Sydney Morning Herald, 11 January 1911
The fact that Mary merited an obituary is a positive
indication of her standing in the community, but it’s
frustrating how little information it actually
provides about her.

Catholic Freeman’s Journal, 31 October 1935
Mary died on 16 October 1935. She was 73 years old.
Browse newspaper articles about Mary here http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?lpublictag=Mary+Power+nee+Daly&q=
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Appendix I – Birthplace locations
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