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Surname Meanings
Applebe : This is a variant spelling of Appleby. It’s a locational name derived from the Old Norse words
appal, meaning apple, and –byr, a farm or settlement.
Barker: occupational name for a tanner of leather, from Middle English bark(en) 'to tan', tree bark being
used as the tanning agent.
Blackwell: Thought to be a toponymic surname for someone from any of the numerous villages called
Blackwell, from the Old English words “blaec”, dark coloured or black, and “waella”, spring or stream.
Brown: is an English-language surname in origin chiefly descriptive of a person with brown hair,
complexion or clothing.
Clark: Of Anglo-Saxon origin, a medieval occupational name for clerk or secretary, or a member of minor
religious order.
Hall: A surname of diverse origins (Scottish, English, Norse) that is thought to mean one who lived near a
hall, or who was a servant in a hall. A hall being the stately home of a local noble.
Head: It might be from someone who was a village leader chief, or someone who lived at the head of a
stream or valley. In both instances the name would have come from the Old English heafod.
Higgins: There are two separate origins for the Higgins name, one in Ireland and the other in England. The
English Higgins is thought to be a patronymic surname, meaning son of Hugh or Hicke, a diminutive or
pet-name version of Richard.
Mason: This surname is of Norman French origin. An occupational surname referring to someone who was
a stonemason.
Tutty: There are many variants of this surname, but it is thought to be of Danish (Viking) origin, as it is
most common around the Yorkshire area. Lincolnshire was part of the Dane-law. It may have derived from
the Danish personal name Thjod.
Watts: Is thought to derive from Walter, as a patronymic, as son of Walter. Walter was a name of Germanic
origin but came to England via Norman French. The Normans were of course descended from Danish and
Norwegian ‘Vikings’, who were Norse speakers, Norse being a Germanic language.

This history was compiled, written and researched by Mark Dorney, and will continue to be updated, check the bottom left corner for
the version date. I would welcome any comments, corrections or additions you may have. My current address is 145 Fairfield Rd,
Fairfield, QLD 4103, current phone (07) 3844 0216 and current e-mail msdorney@yahoo.com.au. Current web address
http://dorneyfamilyhistory.net/famtree_web/index.html
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John Channing Head (Gt-Gt-Grandfather)(1864-1925)
Some of the information for John Channing comes from Edna Harmon (d.1992) and Russell Dawe. At the
time of writing (Nov 2015) most years of the Terang Express were not available on trove.nla.gov.au, so
more information may come to light.
John was born on 22 January 1864 in Geelong, Victoria, the second child of John Hannaford Head and
Caroline Barker. He moved to Terang in about 1874 with his parents and six siblings, with five further
siblings born in Terang.
He attended school (hardly a surprise), fought with children at school (also pretty common for the day) and
may have had a misspent youth as a prizefighter. There is some evidence for this, as we'll see later, but his
youth can't have been misspent for very long, as he joined the Salvation Army at a young age. His brother
Alfred also joined the Salvation Army around the same time, Alfred rising to the rank of Major.
He was apparently a blacksmith by trade, and a “go-getter” by nature. It is pretty apparent he was a “gogetter”, being active in many capacities, but I’m unconvinced he was a blacksmith. The only evidence I’ve
located is the 1906 electoral roll, which states he was a blacksmith, but the 1903 and 1908 and later
electoral rolls list him as a farmer. ‘Blacksmith’ could simply be an error.
These days most people are only aware of the Salvation Army as a charitable organisation, but it is a
church, and in the 19th Century it was as well known for preaching as for good works.
The Salvation Army was formed in London in 1865, and came to Australia in 1880. It was formed from a
Methodist background and its congregation was against drinking, smoking and gambling.
John joined the Victorian Branch of the Salvation
Army in around 1884, and in June 1885, after
serving a short time in his home state, was, with
three other officers, sent to Queensland to
commence the Army's work in Brisbane. Before the
year ended he had established the Army in Fortitude
Valley and Ipswich.
The following year (1886) he opened a Corps at
Roma and one at Toowoomba. In March 1887 he
was in Warwick and on Sunday 6 March, he and
two others led the first meeting, where they opened
fire on Sin, Drink and the Devil.
It was whilst stationed in Warwick that John met
Harriet Brown (always known to the Head family as
“Bell”). As John was an officer (Captain) of the
Salvation Army, and the ruling was that officers
could only marry officers, Harriet left Queensland
for the Salvation Army training college in
Richmond, Melbourne. After training Harriet was
then sent to Williamstown.
After six months at Warwick, John again moved to
serve in other parts of Queensland and to Eidsvold
to open a Corps.
In July 1891 John and Harriet returned to Warwick
to be married. They then went to New South Wales
to command a Corps at Narrabri and Ashfield and
other places. After a number of years with the
Salvation Army John was forced to retire through ill
health. However, considering he took up farming
and was active in many other organisations, he was
either not terribly ill, or it didn't last long.
However, he remained involved with the Salvation
Army until his death.
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Warwick Examiner and Times, 12 March 1887
While the newspaper article above speaks positively
of the Salvation Army, not everyone appreciated
their puritan views.
Doorkeepers at Army meetings were at risk of
assault or abuse.

Warwick Argus, 5 March 1887

In May 1887, John was assaulted while on the door
at a “holiness meeting”. The court case was
extensively written up in The Warwick Examiner
and Times on 14 May 1887 by two different
reporters.

A drunk man named Thomas Horrigan attempted to enter the hall, and was physically prevented from
doing so. He fell down the steps, due to being drunk, but then attempted to enter again, and fell down the
steps a second time. Two of his friends came over, and one named Thomas Hackett verbally abused John
for manhandling Horrigan, and then pulled on his neckerchief and struck him three or four times. Hackett
was found guilty of assaulting and beating "Captain” John C. Head and under the “Religious Worship Act”
for wilfully and maliciously disturbing a body or congregation assembled together for religious worship.
The fines and costs came to nearly £13.
One of the most interesting parts is where John is cross-examined by the defence. I’ve pieced together the
exchange from the two articles.
Mr. Boyle: You have been a fighting man, I mean a bit of a bruiser?
(The prosecution attempted to disallow the question, but the magistrate allowed it)
John: I used to fight the little boys when going to school
Mr. Boyle: I ask you, have you been a fighting man, have you been a bruiser? Have you had anything to do
with Larry Foley?
Police Magistrate: I don’t see why he should answer that.
Mr. Boyle: Have you ever fought Larry Foley? He’s a bit of a bruiser?
Mr. Curnow (prosecution): (to John) You can use your fists.
John: I can use them very well with a knife and fork at table.
After some more back and forth, John admitted that he “had done a bit of fighting in his time” and that he
had a tussle with Larry Foley, later stating “I do not rather enjoy a bit of a row than otherwise”.
Larry Foley was a bare-knuckle fighter in the 1870s in Australia, winning fame and money, and may be the
Larry in the phrase “happy as Larry”. His last fight was in 1883, but he later engaged in exhibition matches
and trained boxers at his gymnasium in Sydney.
There was a follow up to the case. The Warwick Examiner and Times of 21 May 1887 reported that on the
previous Sunday a man named Michael Horrigan was charged with creating a disturbance during the
celebration of Divine Service. John again gave evidence during the case.
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On Sunday, Horrigan had risen from his seat in the hall and said “I am a bloody Irishman, and will fight
any bloody bugger of a Salvationist that is here”. He then walked out the door, but tried to come in again.
John prevented him, and he went on to the foot path, calling John “a bloody wretch” declaring that he
would “fight the whole lot of them” and that he would take the £8 [his earlier fine] worth out of John.
Horrigan was later sentenced to one month in gaol in Toowoomba.
There was another case in Roma, in December 1887, where John and another man, John Auchter, were
assaulted by a lad named Shanahan. It was also extensively reported.
Upon retiring from active service with the Salvation Army, John and Harriet returned to Warwick in about
1892 and took up farming, initially at Sladevale, and later, in 1907, per his daughter Ida, to “Terang Grove”
at Swanfels. He also owned 400 acres of timbered land near Killarney.
They had seven children together, Ida May (1892), Eva Maud (1894), Elsie Ellen (1898), Frederick
Thomas Mervyn (1900), Myrtle Mervynia Isabella (1903), Clement Alfred Hanniford (1907) and Arthur
Lindsay Hall (1910).
John ran a mixed farming operation, raising pigs and dairy cows, growing oats and also growing mangolds,
a type of beet, otherwise known as mangelwurzels. In January 1917 he yielded 102 bags of oats from 5
acres, three times the usual yield and worthy of a mention in the newspaper. He occasionally exhibited at
Agricultural Shows, but with nothing like the frequency of his father.
He owned a house in Grafton Street, Warwick, which burnt down early in 1904. The newspaper recorded
that the children of the household had used too much paper when lighting the kitchen fire. The house had
been insured for £100.
John was very active in the Queensland Farmer’s Union (QFU), from the formation of the local chapter in
1906, right through until the end of the organisation in 1923. He was a member of various executive
committees, was a delegate from his local area (first Sladevale and then Swanfels) to higher order parts of
the organisation (Warwick/Southern Downs body, State), and frequently spoke at meetings.
In 1922, as a token for his years of hard work, he
was presented with an inscribed tea set and tray.
The article to the left gives John's speech in
response.
The concerns of the QFU ranged from local issues,
right through to State and Federal Government
policy. The QFU was against such things as
government price controls on farm products, and
against socialism, I think largely because they were
likely to introduce price controls. Participants in
meetings would sometimes talk about the threat or
danger of socialism, and the need to destroy it, but I
haven’t found John using such language. QFU
members did work collectively to get the best price
for their produce.
Warwick Daily News, 2 March 1922
The Warwick Butter Factory (of which John was a shareholder) lost money in 1916 because it was forced
to sell most of its product to the Government at below cost, so price issues were important to farmers. This
was another organisation John was involved with, often speaking out at Butter Factory meetings from the
commencement of business in 1902. In 1918 he was elected to the board of the butter factory, and
remained a director until his death.
In 1919 the QFU joined forces with other primary producer organisations to create the Primary Producers
Union to contest the December 1919 federal election. The PPU was renamed the Queensland Country
Party in early 1921.
In late 1920 John was appointed as a farmer's representative to the board of the newly formed State Wheat
Pool, and once again was very active in this organisation. He was only on the board for a year however, as
he failed to be re-elected in late 1921.
John was also a member of other types of organisations. He was a member of the Yangan branch of the
International Order of Good Templars, a fraternal temperance organisation that still exists. In March 1917,
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he was one of a number of people setting up a Yangan Rechabite 'Tent'. He was even on school
committees, for Campbell's Plain’s in (at least) 1899 and Swanfels for most of the years from 1908 to 1918,
and possibly longer.
The Independent Order of Rechabites sound like a secret society, with titles and rituals that evoke the
Masons, but were an organisation providing an early form of health and income insurance to members,
who were were required to be non-drinkers. Similar organisations often use the term “Friendly Society”.
Local newspapers were the social media of the time,
and we can see evidence for John at many social
activities, such as going away parties for local
resident, Arbor Day children's sports festivities,
Coronation day celebrations, soldier send-offs, and
charitable fundraising, to name just some activities.
He often spoke at these events.
The article to the right, while not including John, is
an example of the amount of detail you can often
get about social events.
He was also involved in school working bees, and
writing to Council about issues such as the state of
the tick fence, or agitating to get the telephone line
put through to Swanfels. (The phone line was
probably connected in late 1923 or early 1924.)
It was said that he owned the first motor vehicle in
Swanfels. He was also known to not buy Monday
newspapers because they were printed on a Sunday,
but would instead buy the Sunday papers, as these
were printed on a Saturday.
In November 1922 he was hospitalised, and put a
notice in the paper to thank the hospital staff for
their care. He may have slowed down a little after
that, but he still had a high public profile.
John's last public engagement was appearing at the
opening of the new butter factory in late July 1925.

Plaque, Warwick Butter Factory
John died on 16 September 1925 in the Warwick
Hospital, after several weeks illness. He was 61
years old.

Warwick Daily News, 2 May 1919

His obituary was in at least three newspapers, The Queenslander, Warwick Daily News, and Daily
Standard. The longest obituary, from the Warwick Daily News, is hard to read, and is transcribed below.
“The news of the death of our respected citizen, the late Mr. J. C. Head, came as a shock, for, although it
was known that he had been ill for some time before his removal to Warwick a fortnight ago, it was not
known that his case was as serious as the result proved. He was an enthusiastic worker in matters that
tended to advance the district and was a staunch fighter for the principles he advocated. Besides the active
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life he spent on his mixed farm at Swanfels, he was always ready to assist in matters in connection with the
welfare of the children attending the State schools. He was a good supporter of the School of Arts, and was
a very prominent figure in matters pertaining to the handling of wheat. In this connection, he, no doubt,
conflicted with many other farmers of the district, but he maintained his evenness of temper throughout all
his arguments. A number of residents journeyed to Warwick to attend his funeral which took place on
Thursday morning. Much sympathy is felt for the bereaved wife and family.”

The Queenslander, 26 September 1925
On John’s death, his property was split between his three sons. His son Len sold his share to Clem before
the war, and Fred had also gave up farming around this time. By 1972 Clem had sold up the farm entirely
sand moved to Warwick.
John’s will is available from the Queensland State Archives, but I have not seen it.
John on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Head-2240
Browse newspaper articles about John Channing here http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?lpublictag=John%20Channing%20Head
Also, for some of his children:
Elsie Ellen http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?l-publictag=Elsie%20Ellen%20Head
Myrtle Mervynia http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?l-publictag=Myrtle%20Merveiner%20Head
Frederick Thomas http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?l-publictag=Frederick%20Thomas%20Head
Clement Alfred http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?l-publictag=Clement%20Alfred%20Head
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John Hannaford Head (3G-Grandfather) (1824-1901)
Some of the information for John comes from Edna Harmon (d.1992) and Russell Dawe. At the time of
writing (Nov 2015) most years of the Terang Express were not available on trove.nla.gov.au, so more
information may come to light.
John Hannaford (or Hanniford) Head was born in 1824 to Benjamin Head, a labourer, and Elizabeth
Turner, and baptised 10 October in the parish of Egg Buckland, Plymouth, Devon. His parents were living
at the village of Knacker's Knowle, situated five kilometres north of Plymouth.
Knacker's Knowle means the hill of the knacker's yard, but there may not have been a knackery there at the
time. In 1860 a fort was built on nearby Crown Hill, and the area subsequently became known as
Crownhill, and it is now a suburb of Plymouth.
The name Egg Buckland has evolved from Heche's Bocheland, where Bocheland was a Saxon word
meaning “royal land held by charter”, and the man who held it was Lord Heche. The “ch” sound was
similar to the modern German “ch”.

Extract from Egg Buckland baptismal register
The following articles are about goings on in Knacker's Knowle around the time John would have been
living there. The first is part of a long article describing Reform Day celebrations in the Plymouth area.
The celebrations were to celebrate the passing of an Act which brought large changes to the electoral
system of England and Wales, fixing, amongst other things, the problem of rotten boroughs. The second
article is about activities of the Chartists. Chartists agitated for universal male suffrage, secret ballots, the
removal of property qualifications for Members of Parliament, and a salary for elected representatives.

Royal Devonport Telegraph and Plymouth
Chronicle, 30 June 1832
The small size of Knacker’s Knowle makes it easy
to imagine Benjamin at one of these events.

Northern Star and Leeds General Advertiser, 30
June 1832
John probably attended school, as his activities later in life would likely have required him to be literate.
He was still living at home in 1841, and already working as gardener.
At the time of the 1851 Census John was lodging with a Mary Brown on Bath Road in the city of
Cheltenham, Gloucestershire, and still working as a gardener.
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John came to Australia on the Boomerang, leaving
Liverpool on 6 February 1855 and arriving in
Melbourne on 11 May of the same year.
He was an unassisted immigrant. Prior to leaving
for Australia John had occupied a responsible
position as a gardener at a large English mansion.
The Age, 12 May 1855

Geelong Advertiser, 2 June 1866
He initially lived in Ballarat before moving around 1860 to Kardinia, in Geelong. Kardinia ward in the
present day is just to the south of the city centre. Geelong in 1861 had a population of 22,986, one-fifth the
size of Melbourne.
He was employed at Kardinia Nursery in Highton, by Thomas Adcock. Nurseries. In around 1874 he and
his family moved to Terang, where John began laying out a large nursery and planting the pine plantations
on Tobin's Station and Noorat and Glenormiston Estates. In Terang they initially lived on High Street, later
they built the house 'Lauriston' on Baynes Street, in which members of the family still lived in 2006.
John was very active both exhibiting in, and judging at, Agricultural and Horticultural Shows in the region,
being mentioned in the newspapers from 1862 to 1898. He was usually a judge of vegetables, plants and
cut flowers and exhibited flowers, vegetables and poultry. The poultry was an interest shared with his wife,
who also exhibited poultry. In one show in 1888 he won prizes for six different types of poultry, Spanish,
Cochin China, Grouse Cochin, Leghorn, Houdan and Brahmapootra.
John was involved in many community organisations, being on the board of trustees for the Terang Public
Park (1890-1899), on the Terang Cemetery board as the Church of England representative (1879-1899).
From January 1877 to 1880 he was the herdsman for the Terang Common, but this was a paid position that
involved collecting fees from users of the Common and impounding animals for which fees had not been
paid or owners were unable to be located. Outside of these responsibilities and his Show activities, he is
only referred to a couple of times in the available newspapers. In February 1880 he donated 5s to the Irish
Relief fund, and in March 1886 5s to the Terang Relief Committee.
On 10 May 1860 John was married according to the rites of the Church of Scotland in the Manse, Geelong
to Caroline Barker. He was 36 at the time, and Caroline was 19.
They had twelve children together, William Benjamin (1862), John Channing (1864), Alfred George
(1865), Caroline Mary (1868), Emily Jane (1870), Ellen Sarah (1871), Frederick James (1873), Henry
Barker (1875), Laura Maud (1878), Minnie Mabel (1879), Annie Elizabeth (1881) and Ida Mary (1883).
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On 25 February 1901, John was in excellent health and spirits, and worked late. He had a hearty tea, but
during the course of the evening began to feel unwell and suffer pains in the abdomen. Dr Dowling was
called in but no serious results were feared. On the morning of the 26th the doctor was called in and he
found that John had but a few hours to live. He was 76 years old.
John was buried in the Terang Cemetery. A large number of handsome floral tributes were received,
including one from his fellow Terang Public Park trustees.
As part of this research I’ve contacted the Terang History Association looking for photos of the Head
family, but had no luck.
Browse newspaper articles about John Hannaford here http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?lpublictag=John%20Hannaford%20Head
John on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Head-2241

Benjamin Head (4G-Grandfather) (1792-1845)
Benjamin appears to have been born in the village of Yealmpton, Devonshire to John and Mary Head. He
was baptised on 14 October 1792.
Yealmpton is seven miles to the east of Plymouth.
Yealmpton derives it’s name from the River Yealm.
Yealm is a word of unknown origin, meaning it’s
either pre-Anglo Saxon, mangled from it’s original
pronunciation, or both.
The gazetteer extract is from A topographical
dictionary of England, 1848. I have to say that if I
lived somewhere where one of the principal
families were Bastards, I’d be tempted to leave too!
Benjamin was an agricultural worker. It’s likely that
he didn’t attend school as in the earliest part of the
nineteenth century, there were very few schools.
The few schools there were, were mostly operated
by the Church.

There was opposition in some quarters to increasing access to education. Some people seeing it as diluting
the influence of the church, or that education might make the lower classes discontented with their
situation, or that education should be limited strictly to reading, so that they could access the bible.
The speech by Tory MP Davies Giddy in 1807 is a fantastic illustration of this attitude “However specious
in theory the project might be of giving education to the labouring classes of the poor, it would, in effect, be
found to be prejudicial to their morals and happiness; it would teach them to despise their lot in life,
instead of making them good servants in agriculture and other laborious employments to which their rank
in society had destined them; instead of teaching them the virtue of subordination, it would render them
factious and refractory, as is evident in the manufacturing counties; it would enable them to read seditious
pamphlets, vicious books and publications against Christianity; it would render them insolent to their
superiors; and, in a few years, the result would be that the legislature would find it necessary to direct the
strong arm of power towards them and to furnish the executive magistrates with more vigorous powers
than are now in force. Besides, if this Bill were to pass into law, it would go to burthen the country with a
most enormous and incalculable expense, and to load the industrious orders with still heavier imposts.”
(by the way, burthen and factious are not typos).
In 1816, a report found that of 12,000 parishes, 3,500 had no school at all, and the quality in many of the
others was ‘variable’. Only from 1830 did national funds became available for school building.
Sometime before 1821 Benjamin married Elizabeth Turner, who I know even less about than him. They
lived in Knacker’s Knowle where they had at least five children together, Mary (1821-1830), John
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Hannaford (1824), Ann (1827), Mary (1830) and Benjamin (1835-1836). Naming children after deceased
siblings was a common practice.
Their daughter Ann doesn’t appear on the 1841 Census form, but she was old enough to be working as a
servant in someone else’s house.

Extract from 1841 Census
Benjamin appears to have died in Plympton (now a suburb of Plymouth) in the second quarter of 1845; I
certainly can’t find him in the 1851 Census. Obtaining a death certificate from the UK registry office
would confirm this.
Benjamin on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Head-2242
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Caroline Barker (3G-Grandmother) (1841-1917)
Some of the information for Caroline comes from Edna Harmon (d.1992) and Russell Dawe. At the time of
writing (Nov 2015) most years of the Terang Express were not available on trove.nla.gov.au, so more
information may come to light.
Caroline Barker was born in 1841 to William Barker, a blacksmith and wheelwright, and Sarah Tutty, of
Haddenham, Cambridgeshire. She was baptised 4 July 1841 in a Wesleyan Methodist church. Haddenham
is about ten kilometres south-west of the old cathedral city of Ely.
The origin of the name Haddenham is from the Old English Hǣdanhām, meaning Hǣda's farm or
homestead. Haddenham is part of the Isle of Ely. Isle of Ely is a confusing name, because it is not now, nor
has ever been an island. However, prior to the seventeenth century, this area was surrounded by large tracts
of fenland, and consequently had military value.
The 1848 edition of A Topographical Dictionary of England states that the parish of Haddenham (which
also included the nearby smaller village of Aldreth two miles to the south) had a population of 2,103. Also
according to the Gazetteer, Aldreth is identified as the scene of the Roman invasion of the Isle of Ely, and
as the site of a battle between Hereward the Wake, of the English resistance against the forces of William
the Conqueror.
When she was thirteen, Caroline, along with her
parents and seven siblings, travelled to Australia on
the ship Agra. The vessel left Southampton on 15
August 1854, and arrived in Geelong on 4
December. The family came as assisted immigrants.
From the passenger list we know that Caroline
could read and write.
The Geelong Advertiser and Intelligencer, 6
December 1854
The family settled in Geelong, in Kardinia ward, for eight years, before later moving to Ballarat, and it is in
Geelong that Caroline met John Hannaford Head.
Caroline and John were married according to the rites of the Church of Scotland in the Manse, Geelong.
John was 36 at the time, and Caroline was 19. The age discrepancy between spouses, while more frequent
in the 19th century than now, was still uncommon.
Caroline and John lived in the Geelong area until about 1874, when they moved to Terang. Terang was first
settled by Europeans in the late 1850s, with the post office opening on the 1 March 1859. In the 1871
Census the population of the town was 537, but the total service population was about three times that. The
rail line reached the town in 1887.
One interest they shared together was raising and
exhibiting poultry, with Caroline also receiving
prizes in local Agricultural Shows.
Not much else is known about Caroline at this
point, but there a few newspaper items.
In May 1902 she could be found endorsing Doan's
Backache Kidney Pills. These pills are actually still
available in 2015, although the word kidney has
been dropped from the title.
In March 1915, she was listed as one of many
women donating tins of condensed milk to the
“Milk for Belgian Babies” campaign. Her
granddaughter Winnie was born to her son William
and in February 1916, she attended Winnie's
wedding. This wedding was covered in extensive
detail in the Terang Express, and it was noted that
she gave a gift of a silver jam dish and spoon.
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Camperdown Chronicle, 1 May 1902
John and Caroline had twelve children together, William Benjamin (1862), John Channing (1864), Alfred
George (1865), Caroline Mary (1868), Emily Jane (1870), Ellen Sarah (1871), Frederick James (1873),
Henry Barker (1875), Laura Maud (1878), Minnie Mabel (1879), Annie Elizabeth (1881) and Ida Mary
(1883).
Caroline died in Terang at her home on Baynes Street on 21 February 1917. She was 75 years old.
Browse newspaper articles about Caroline here http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?lpublictag=Caroline%20Head%20nee%20Barker
Caroline on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Barker-7406

William Barker (4G-Grandfather) (1812-1879)
Some of the information for Caroline comes from Edna Harmon (d.1992) and Alwyne Merritt.
William was born on 11 January 1812, in Haddenham, Cambridgeshire to William Barker and Mary West.
I haven't been able to confirm that exact date.
He worked as a carpenter, which may be how he came to meet Sarah Tutty, whose father was also a
carpenter, but who lived 80 miles away.
William and Sarah married on 15 May 1833 in St Martin's church, Welton-le-marsh, in central eastern
Lincolnshire.
They had at least eight children together, William (1834), Emily (1836), Simon (1840), Caroline (1841),
Joseph Tutty (1844), Charles (1846), Mary Anne (1850) and George (1853). The whole family (except
Emily) was captured in the 1851 Census, but not in the 1841 Census. Emily was perhaps working
elsewhere; you'll notice that only the children under ten are scholars.

Extract from 1851 Census
No news items from this period about the family have been found, but there is an intriguing news item
referring to a William Barker in 1827 in Willingham, nearby to Haddenham. He had been resident there 18
years. While this could be his father, William Barker is not quite a common name.
The entire family travelled to Australia on the ship Agra. The vessel left Southampton on 15 August 1854,
and arrived in Geelong on 4 December. The family came as assisted immigrants. On arrival William Junior
was engaged by James Holmes of Barabool Hills (just to the west of Geelong) for one year for £78, Emily
by Mrs Patterson of Queenscliffe for three months for £20, and Simon by William Seal of Barabool Hills
for six months for £30.
William initially as worked a blacksmith and wheelwright in Geelong. In the 1855-56 rates books, he and
his family were living in a two room weatherboard house on Aberdeen Street, and in the 1856-58 rates
books they could be found in a brick house on the same street,with four rooms, an outhouse and a garden.
The business, land and all his blacksmith’s tools were advertised for sale in the Geelong Advertiser on 23
September 1864.
By 1863 William was in Ballarat, with a business on Creswick Road called Barker Brothers. The brothers
refers to his children William and Simon. The corner became known locally as Barker's corner. From here
on it's difficult to separate William Senior's activities from those of his son.
William died on 25 December 1879, aged 67 years, and has a grave in the Methodist section of the
cemetery. He was pre-deceased by his two eldest sons. The transcription reads Sacred to the memory of
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William Barker, died 25 Dec 1879 aged 68 years. His beloved wife Sarah, died 6 July 1892 aged 80 years.
Their sons, William, died 10 Dec 1875, aged 41 years. Simon, died 11 June 1879 aged 39 years.
William on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Barker-7407
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Sarah Tutty (4G-Grandmother) (1813-1892)
Sarah was born to Joseph Tutty and Anne Rutland in Welton-le-Marsh, and was baptised on 10 January
1813. She was the third of eleven children.
She married William Barker on 15 May 1833 in St Martin's church, Welton-le-marsh, and then moved to
Haddenham with him. The witness was Elizabeth Tutty,
Welton-le-marsh takes it's name from the Anglian
word wella, a spring or stream, and the Old English
word tūn, a village, farmstead or enclosure.

A Topographical Dictionary of England, 1845
edition

In trying to research Sarah's life, there is the usual
problem in finding mention of her in the historical
records. Women in earlier times were generally well
occupied bearing and raising children and keeping
households running, and when they were involved
in activities outside the household, they were
usually of a more informal nature than many male
activities. There was also a bias to reporting men's
activities. This is a long way of saying that we
know very little about Sarah at all.

2011 photo of St Martin's church, Welton-le-Marsh. The stones at the base are from the previous church.
https://ssl.panoramio.com/photo/58821124
In addition to what we've previously covered in her husband's life, we know that she subscribed to the Old
Colonist Association in 1888.
Sarah was living at 39 Gregory Street, Soldiers Hill at the time of her death on 6 July 1892. She was 80
years old.
Browse (a very limited number of) newspaper articles about Sarah here
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?l-publictag=Sarah%20Barker%20nee%20Tutty
Sarah on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Tutty-98
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Joseph Tutty (5G-Grandfather) (1785-1842)
Joseph was born to John and Mary Tutty in Ulceby, Lincolnshire, some 40-odd miles to the NNE of
Welton-le-Marsh, and was christened on 14 September 1785.
Joseph married Ann Rutland on 20 June 1807 at Alford, 5 miles to the north of Welton-le-Marsh.
In 1808, on 11 April, Joseph received a settlement certificate for Welton-le-Marsh which would entitle him
to poor relief from the Parish, should it become necessary. To receive this he would have needed to have
worked one year and one day in the area, or perhaps fulfilled some other residency criteria. His profession
was given as wheelwright in this instance.
Joseph and Ann had twelve children together, all in Welton-le-Marsh. They were John (1808), William
(1810), Sarah (1813), Elizabeth (1814), Bathsheba and Elizabeth (1817), Robert (1819), Joseph (1821),
Eleanor (1822), Ann (1826) and Emily and Maria (1829). Bathsheba, Maria and the first Elizabeth all died
as infants.
The family was captured in the 1841 Census. By this time Joseph’s son John had married (to Sabina
Johnson in 1828) and was living two doors down, with his own children. Both Joseph and his son John
were carpenters.

Extract from 1841 Census, Welton-le-Marsh
This news item refers to two of John’s sons, who
would have been 34 and 23 at the time.
Stamford Mercury, 30 September 1842
John died in mid-1842 and was buried on 19 July 1842 in the Welton-le-Marsh cemetery. His age was
given as 56.
Joseph on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Tutty-99

Ann Rutland (5-G Grandmother) (1786-1850)
Ann was born in Huttoft, 5 miles to the east of Alford, to John Rutland and Mary Pattison and christened
on 9 January 1786 at St Margaret’s Church.
Huttoft comes from the Old English words hōh, a
sharply projecting piece of ground and toft, a
curtilage, the plot of ground in which a dwelling
stands.
This part of Lincolnshire is essentially dead flat so
it’s hard to see how it came by that name.
Topographical Dictionary of England, 1831
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Ann’s parents had married on 20 August 1767 in Huttoft. Ann was the last of their nine children.
Ann was a witness at the marriage of her sister Alice in 1803 in Alford.
Ann married Joseph Tutty on 20 June 1807 at Alford, but they moved shortly thereafter to Welton-leMarsh, five miles to the south. They had twelve children while living in Welton-le-Marsh. They were John
(1808), William (1810), Sarah (1813), Elizabeth (1814), Bathsheba and Elizabeth (1817), Robert (1819),
Joseph (1821), Eleanor (1822), Ann (1826) and Emily and Maria (1829). Bathsheba, Maria and the first
Elizabeth all died as infants.
Ann was buried on 18 October 1850 at Welton-le-Marsh. She was 65 years old.
Ann on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Rutland-211
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Harriet Isabella Brown (Bell) (Gt-Gt-Grandmother) (1869-1949)
Harriet Isabella Brown, or Bell to her friends and family,
was born on 1 March 1869 in Warwick. She was the
eldest of five children, the daughter of Mervyn Mann
Brown, a bootmaker, and Mary Hall, both of whom
immigrated separately to Australia from Northern
Ireland.
Bell met her husband John when he moved to Warwick to
open a Salvation Army hall in the town.
As John was an officer of the Salvation Army, and the
ruling was that officers could only marry officers, Bell
left Queensland for the Salvation Army training college
in Richmond, Melbourne. After training she was then
sent to Williamstown.
In July 1891 John and Bell both returned to Warwick to
be married. They then went to New South Wales to
command a Corps at Narrabri and Ashfield and other
places.
Upon returning to Warwick they took up farming and
started their family together. They had seven children,
Ida May (1892), Eva Maud (1894), Elsie Ellen (1898),
Frederick Thomas Mervyn (1900), Myrtle Mervynia
Isabella (1903), Clement Alfred Hanniford (1907) and
Arthur Lindsay Hall (1910).
I’m going to let the obituary to the right speak as to her
life, as it’s been difficult to find much information about
her. While there are certainly some records in the
newspapers recording her attendance at various social
and church functions in Swanfels, she’s mostly absent
from the record, mostly (probably) appearing collectively
as one of the “ladies providing refreshments” mentioned
in many articles.
In later years, it is also difficult to determine if “Mrs
Head” refers to Bell or to her daughter-in-law.
Bell appeared in the electoral rolls from 1906, with her
profession always as housewife or home duties.

Warwick Daily News, 6 August 1949
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We only have two surviving photos of Bell. One is a grainy picture taken with her husband John, and the
other a rather unflattering shot with her son Len.

Harriet Head nee Brown with husband John
Channing Head, location and date unknown

Harriet Head nee Brown with son Len Head,
Warwick, ca 1948

Browse newspaper articles about Bell here http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?l-publictag=Harriet
%20Isabella%20Head%20nee%20Brown
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Mervyn Mann Brown (3G-Grandfather) (1838-1903)
Mervyn was born on 22 February 18381 in the townland of Martray, parish of Carnteel (or Carrenteel). This
townland is located one mile to the east of the town of Ballygawley in County Tyrone. His parents were
George Brown, a farmer, and Isabella Browne. He had at least one brother, Arthur. I had no luck finding
the family in Griffith’s Valuation.
Mervyn’s middle name Mann could come from a
grandparent. There were Manns in Martray, a
William Mann died there in 1846 at his mother’s
house and a Thomas Mann, Martray was referred to
in an 1849 Northern Whig article
The description of Ballygawley here comes from
Samuel Lewis’ 1837 Topographical dictionary of
Ireland. There is reference to the Board of First
Fruits; this was a body which distributed tithes, but
the significance of the name is unknown to me.
Ballygawley is apparently an Anglicisation of Baile
Uí Dhálaigh, or O’Daley’s Town. The meaning
behind Martray is given as “a place where men were
slaughtered”.
The modern map below lacks townland boundaries,
but it shows the Martray-Ballygawley area.

The Martray House was built in 1846, replacing an
earlier building, and belonged to Mervyn Stewart.
Mervyn likely arrived, with his brother Arthur, in
Australia via Brisbane in around 1863. No
immigration record has been found but many records
for Queensland from this period were damaged or
destroyed in the 1893 floods. He then travelled to
Warwick.
The population of Warwick in 1864 was around
1,750 people. It was the fifth largest town in
Queensland, and it was larger than Toowoomba at
the time, although Toowoomba was soon to overtake
Warwick. The population of Brisbane was only
12,500 at this point. Warwick was a bustling centre
of industry and agriculture.

1 I haven’t located a birth record for Mervyn, but I believe this date ultimately comes from Edna Harmon.
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Mervyn and Arthur’s bootmaking business, Brown Brothers was established in 1865 on Albion street,
opposite the Post Office in Warwick. In 1879 the business premises were enlarged and in 1880 they
purchased the boot factory of William Collins, so I think it would be fair to say their business did well. The
business continued under the same name until 1908, several years after Mervyn’s death. Whether it ceased
operations at that date or changed name, I haven’t ascertained.
The company appeared frequently in connection with local Agricultural Shows, where their products were
displayed and entered into competitions, and also as prize givers at various events, such as sports days,
where first prize might be 10 shillings, and second prize boots to the value of 10 shillings.
The only other time the business is mentioned is in connection to an absconded apprentice. Charles Ingham
appeared in custody at the Warwick Police Court, where he pleaded guilty to the charge of absconding
from the service of Brown Brothers while under articles of apprenticeship. Mr Brown agreed to take him
back, and the boy agreed to return, and no fine was given, only a lecture by the Police Magistrate.
In March 1892 Mervyn’s brother Arthur sold his share of the business to him. I’m not sure what happened
to Arthur after that, but he died in Warwick in 1908.

Warwick Examiner and Times, 11
March 1891
Warwick Examiner and Times, 2
December 1876

Warwick Examiner and Times, 3
September 1881

In the photo of flooded Albion Street in 1887, the Brown Brothers shoe shop is visible in the middle
distance on the right. It is the two storey building past the single storey building with sign-writing on the
side. In the high resolution original, it is just possible to make out the words “Brown Bros”.

Flooded Albion Street, Warwick, 1887 http://trove.nla.gov.au/version/167822923
On 19 September 1867 Mervyn married Mary Hall at the Wesleyan Church in Freestone Creek. Mary was
also from County Tyrone, and had come out to Australia as a young adult with her family. The witnesses at
the wedding were Mervyn’s brother Arthur, and Mary’s sister Margaret.
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Mervyn and Mary had five children together, Harriet Isabella (1869), William Arthur (1870), Mary Jane
(1874), Thomas Mann (1878) and Sarah Elizabeth (1882). Sarah died in 1899. We know William Arthur
attended Warwick East State School, and presumably all the children were sent there.
Mervyn’s name appears in the local newspapers numerous times, mostly as one of a number of people
nominating a candidate for election, in petty local government matters, and through his involvement, in a
small way, in the Warwick Building Society (his brother Arthur was on the board at one point). In January
1888 however, he gave evidence at a murder case.
A woman named Mary Ann Fitzgerald was accused
of murdering her husband, an ex-constable, by
poisoning him. Witnesses said he accused Mary of
poisoning him, as he was dying. Their daughter was
accused of being an accessory.
The alleged source of the poison was a jam tart.
The charges were eventually dropped, with the
newspaper noting “The weak point of the case is
believed to be in the lack of evidence to connect the
two women with the poisoning.”

Warwick Examiner and Times, 4 January 1888
In 1885 Mervyn approached the Warwick Progress Committee with a proposal. He suggested that the
Committee start a tannery and bootmaking factory in Warwick, and that he and his brother were willing to
take shares or undertake the management of it. The Committee looked into it, decided it was feasible and
found a tannery owner who was willing to sell his business or take shares in the new business.
I don’t know if that’s how they started the business in the end, but at around this time they took over the
Mile End tannery, which had been started in 1879 by William Collins, the same man they had purchased
the boot factory from in 1880. Mervyn’s son William Arthur went into business as a tanner with them when
he left school.
Early adverts see the proprietors listed as ‘Brown and Hammond’, but it appears to eventually have been a
Brown only concern. Hides, leathers and furs were exhibited in Agricultural Shows under the name of M
M Brown & Son.
William, shortly after his father’s
death, around 1905, sold the
tannery to buy newly released
Warwick Examiner and Times, 13 land at Willowvale, and became a
mixed farmer there.
June 1891

Warwick Examiner and Times, 8
January 1890
Mervyn died suddenly on 20 October 1903, in his bedroom, at half past eight in the evening. He had not
been ailing in any way, but had been working in his shop that day and had eaten heartily at tea time. Cause
of death was given as stoppage of the heart. He was 65 years old.
Browse newspaper articles about Mervyn here http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?lusertag=Mervyn+Mann+Brown
Browse newspaper articles about the Brown Bros business here http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?lusertag=Brown+Bros+Warwick
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Below are some articles about Martray in the period Mervyn was growing up there. They describe tensions
which Mervyn may have been aware of as a boy.

Tyrone Constitution, 19 March 1852

Belfast News, 14 February 1853
Mervyn on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Brown-55485
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Mary Hall (3G-Grandmother) (1847-1905)
Mary was born in 1847 in the townland of Drumsonnus, two or three miles to the west of the village of
Kilskeery in the county of Tyrone. She was baptised on 20 February 1847. Her parents were Thomas Hall,
a farmer, and Harriet Armstrong.
Drumsonnus is derived from the Irish Druim, a ridge
and Sonais, prosperity. The population of the
townland in 1861 was 136 persons, in 36 houses,
down from a pre-famine population of 224 in 1841.
The description of the Parish of Kilskeery here
comes from Samuel Lewis’ 1837 Topographical
dictionary of Ireland. Note the reference to the
Association for Discountenancing Vice!

In December 1864, Mary, along with her parents and
five younger siblings boarded the Wansfell in
London. They arrived in Brisbane on 21 March 1865
and made their way to Warwick, her father settling in
Swan Creek.
Mary married Mervyn Brown at the Wesleyan
Church in Freestone Creek on 19 September 1867.
She was 19 at the time, working as a domestic
servant, and gave her usual residence as Canning
Downs Reserve (at least I think the last word is
Reserve).
Mervyn and Mary had five children together, Harriet
Isabella (1869), William Arthur (1870), Mary Jane
(1874), Thomas Mann (1878) and Sarah Elizabeth
(1882).
I can’t find any mention of Mary in the newspapers
in Warwick, but does appear in the 1903 electoral
roll, with her profession given as domestic duties.
Mary died at home on 17 September 1905 at 9
o’clock in the evening. She was 58 years old.
She had been to visit her daughter at Glengallan for a
few weeks, during which she contracted pneumonia.
She was brought to town for treatment, but she
appeared to be beyond human aid, and passed away
peacefully.
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Thomas Joseph Hall (4G-Grandfather) (1823-1904)
The births, passage to Australia and land selection information was provided by Geoffrey Drew (b1946). I
haven’t been able to verify it, but I think it’s sound.
Thomas was born in 1823 in the parish of Kilskeery, County Tyrone in what is now Northern Ireland. His
parents were Joseph Hall and Mary Robinson.
He married Harriet Armstrong probably around 1846. They had six children together in Kilskeery, Mary
(1847), William Joseph (1850), Margaret Jane (1853), John (1855), and twins Sarah and Thomas
Armstrong (1857). They were living in the townland of Drumsonnus for at least part of this period, Mary
being born there. I didn’t have any luck locating Thomas in the 1860 Griffith’s Valuation, but there was a
John Hall renting 21 acres in Drumsonnus.
Brisbane Courier, 24 March 1865
In December 1864, Thomas and Harriet, along with
their six children boarded the Wansfell in London.
We’re fortunate to have a description of the passage,
and I have to wonder if they all thought they were
going to die.
They arrived in Brisbane on 21 March 1865 and made
their way to Warwick.
Thomas first selected land in 1866. His farm was
called Bush Hill and was located in Mount Sturt,
although they are often referred to as living in Swan
Creek.
His son Thomas selected land elsewhere, but John
stayed at Bush Hill and the farm eventually went to
him.
It’s been a little difficult researching Thomas. There
was another, wealthier, Thomas Hall who had arrived
in the region a little earlier, and both of them had sons
called Thomas. Middle names or initials are often
used by the newspapers, but the upshot is there are a
lot of articles that I know don’t refer to the right
Thomas, but very few that I’m sure do.
However, in 1882 we find him endorsing one of
Howard and Co.'s new String Reapers and Binders,
which he used to harvest his wheat crop. Thomas
stated that “notwithstanding he had never before put
together a similar machine, it only took him a few
hours to fix it up and have it in thorough going order.”
He pointed out another advantage which the Howard
machine has, and this is an axle on which two wheels
(these are supplied with the binder), can be put on
when required to take it through an ordinary gateway.
Harriet died at her home on 27 August 1893. She was
72 years old.
Thomas died at home on 20 September 1904. He was
81 years old.
His will is available from the Queensland State
Archives, but I have not seen it.
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Both Harriet and Thomas are buried in the Swan Creek Anglican cemetery. Their headstone reads
“Erected by Thomas Hall in memory of his beloved wife, Harriet Armstrong, who died 27 August, 1893,
aged 72 years. Also Thomas Hall, 1823-1904”

Warwick Argus, 29 August 1893

Warwick Examiner and Times, 28 September 1904
I would need to obtain Harriet’s death certificate to learn her parents names. There was a Harriet Anne
Armstrong born in the parish of St Johns Union, County Sligo on 6 August 1820, baptised 14 September.
Her parents were John, a Major in the army and June Harriet.
Browse newspaper articles about Thomas here http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?lusertag=Thomas+Hall+of+Mount+Sturt
Thomas on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Hall-25447

Patricia Head's Family History 24/10/19

Page 34 of 94

Audrey May Watts (Gt-Grandmother) (1921-1992)
Audrey was born on 24 March 1921 in Killarney to Fred Watts and Esther Mason. She was one of nine
children, five girls and four boys. I’m not sure if her family were living in Killarney at the time, or if Esther
had returned home to give birth near her parents, but either way Audrey was living in Yangan by 1922.
In 1926 Audrey started at Yangan State School. While I’ve
found some newspaper mentions of her siblings while they
attended school, I guess Audrey wasn’t lucky enough to
win the three legged race on a school sports day, or was
sick the day the newspaper listed each child and their
costume on a fancy dress day.
After she finished school at Yangan she was employed as a
housekeeper for the Roach family who owned the
Tannymorel colliery. Her father said that the coal was of
such good quality that when royalty visited this coal was
used to power the trains as it virtually had no smoke or
soot.
This type of work was all that was available to girls in the
district at this time. Audrey and her sisters never learnt to
drive a car which was apparently pretty common in that
era.

Audrey aged 5 or 6
Audrey married Len Head in February 1946 at the
Warwick Baptist Church. They had three children
together, Robert Lindsay (Bob) in 1947, John
Charles (Chubb) in 1950 and Kingsley in 1954.
Following her marriage Audrey devoted her
attention to family. She was active in the RSL ladies
Auxiliary, the Methodist church and Salvation
Army. Her hobbies were embroidery and doing the
daily crossword in the Courier Mail. She was not an
excellent cook but always ensured the family
enjoyed basic hot meal for dinner.
Audrey took pride in the presentation and
cleanliness of her home and herself.

With son Bob at Taromeo Forestry house

Audrey aged 21
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When Len retired, Audrey and Len moved to 164
Grafton Street, Warwick.
Her grandchildren via Bob would often come to
visit and stay with Audrey, especially during the
Christmas holidays. Audrey would cheerfully do all
the cooking.
Tricia very fondly remembers visiting her many
visits 1980s. Audrey decorated her house with
plastic flowers and 3D looking pictures of cute
puppies and kittens. She also had false teeth, curly
hair, wore glasses and snored very loudly! Stephen
remembers that she had very soft skin.
Audrey was very nice to, and had lots of time for,
her grandchildren. While perhaps a little distant, she
never punished or scolded her grandchildren. It was
a great place to visit as she had snails and moss and
violets behind the toilet and there was a horse in the
paddock immediately behind the house. The next
door cat had kittens on more than one occasion and
Audrey's grandchildren would play with the kittens.

With son Bob’s first car, a FC Holden, in 1960s
She didn’t normally join the grandchildren on their outings, but she would go to the Dome Deli2 and have
an ice cream. Audrey was anti-drinking, so one year when Bob and Julie went on a tour of the wineries, the
grandkids had to tell grandma they went somewhere else so she wouldn’t be upset. She might have been
anti-Star Wars as well, because Stephen never got to watch it, even though it was on every New Year’s eve
when he was a kid. Audrey was certainly pro-Easter Eggs, giving plenty of chocolate Easter eggs to the
grandchildren every Christmas.
Audrey sister and her mother lived across the street and down a few doors. Stephen remembers them going
to visit “white aunty Marie” (so called because of her white hair) and great-grandma. All that he
remembers from these visits was sitting on a white long hair rug while dad yelled questions at great
grandma. At the end she’d give the kids each ten cents to buy an ice cream.
They always got dessert after dinner, which was often trifle, a mixture of jelly, cake custard and fruit.
In 1992 Audrey became sick with stomach cancer. She was operated on in Brisbane, and afterwards spent
several weeks in recovery in Karinya Nursing Home in Nanango, where her son Bob lived. She then
returned home to Warwick, but it wasn’t long before she was in respite care there, and she died not long
thereafter on 15 October 1992.

2The Dome in Warwick is a well known building on the highway going through town. It was built in 1987. It was a bakery, and was
owned and run by disciples of the guru Vijayadev Yogendra, who settled in the town in 1980 and who still operate The School of
Total Education. The cult moved to Warwick because the region was stated by Colonel David Hackworth to be “the place most likely
to survive a nuclear war”.
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Frederick James Watts (Gt-Gt-Grandfather) (1892-1972)
Some of the information for Fred kindly provided by Roslyn Falvey, his granddaughter
Fred was born in Chilton Cantelo, Somerset, England on 17 September 1892. His parents were George
Watts, a farm worker and Bessie Higgins.
The Parish Church of St James in
Chilton Cantelo dates from the fifteenth
century, although it was restored in the
nineteenth century.
Chilton Cantelo lies five miles to the
north of the town of Yeovil. The area
was held by Walter de Cantelu in 1201,
from which derives the second part of
the name. Chilton comes from the Old
English cild , meaning a child (c was
generally pronounced ch in Old
English), and tūn meaning an enclosure,
farmstead, village or estate.

St James church, http://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/409126
The 1901 Census shows Fred living with his parents, older sisters Mary and Rosa, and his much younger
brother William in Lower Chilton. He would have been attending school. He was part of the first
generation in his family to benefit from universal, free and compulsory education to age 10, which came
into law with the 1891 Elementary Education Act.
In the 1911 Census however, he was at Semington Road, Melksham, Wiltshire, and living with his uncle
William James (Jim) Higgins. He was doing his apprenticeship as a blacksmith with Jim. Melksham was a
substantial town fifty miles to the north-east of Chilton Cantelo.
On 19 August 1911 he left England from the Royal
Albert Docks on the SS Torilla, which was making
its maiden voyage. It carried a record 1,610
passengers to Australia.
It was actually quite overcrowded, as there was a
shipping strike on in London, and many passengers
transferred from cancelled services to the Torilla.
She travelled through the Suez canal, and then on to
the Torres Strait. She deposited some passengers for
Townsville and Rockhampton via tender before
SS Torilla
arriving in Brisbane on October 9.
There was an outbreak of diarrhoea on board, which caused the deaths of two infants and one adult. There
were nine deaths in total, seven of them infants or young children, but this was reported matter of factly by
the newspaper, and the passengers appeared to be no more than grumpy about the overcrowding and
quality of the food.
On arrival in Brisbane there was a young fellow who picked on all the migrants but he came unstuck when
he met Fred. He didn't know that Fred was an amateur boxer and was knocked off his feet, but after this
they became good friends and he never picked on anyone again. Fred also met another fellow called Gus
Petersen who became not only his best friend but also his brother in law.
In 1913 we find Fred on the electoral roll as a blacksmith in Killarney. In mid 1914 he moved to Warwick,
and changed his electoral enrolment on 12 May, listing Canning-street as his address and blacksmith’s
striker as his profession.
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Fred didn’t enlist to fight in the First World War. It’s tempting to speculate that he was a principled
objector, but it may simply be that he felt he had too many responsibilities to his employer, wife and
children.
While in Killarney, Fred fell in love with a local, Esther Mason.
They married on 31 March 1915, at her father’s house in
Killarney in a Methodist ceremony.
Esther had a cousin, Ashley Wyton, who was going to England
and Fred put Ashley in touch with his family. Ashley later
married Fred’s sister Maria.
When Esther moved to Warwick they were living on Lyon
Street, but by 1917 it was Percy Street.
While in Warwick, Fred was heavily involved with the
Worker’s Political Organisation (essentially the local branch of
the Labor party), being president for a period of about six
months, and treasurer at another time. His name appears in
connection with major public addresses by speakers such as
Helen Huxham or Premier Ryan, where he either moves a vote
of thanks or seconds it, so Fred was clearly involved in
organising these events.
Fred aged 21
In late 1917 or so Fred and family moved to Roma, where he worked for Miscamble Brothers. The family
were living on Bungil street in 1919 and Charles Street in 1920. This means that he probably missed out on
attending Prime Minister Billy Hughes’ 29 November speech, and the famous egg throwing incident that
occurred there.
Fred continued his engagement with labour issues while living
in Roma. In December 1918 he spoke at a public meeting about
President Wilson’s peace terms. Roma is also where we see
Fred’s first involvement with the prohibition movement,
speaking at an open-air meeting in June 1920 for the Strength of
Empire Movement, precursor to the Queensland Prohibition
League. In October of that year he also wrote a long letter to the
editor with some fairly dubious facts about the effect of alcohol
on the fitness of military age men of Britain.

Western Star and Roma Advertiser, 23
June 1920
Sometime in 1921 or 1922 Fred and family again moved, to
Yangan, where he started his own business. His workshop was
located at the eastern end of town, at the intersection of the
Swanfels and Killarney roads. The road was badly signposted,
and until this was rectified people would often come into his
shop to ask directions. His business doesn’t appear in the
papers often. I guess trade was brisk enough without needing
to advertise.
While in Warwick and Roma Fred and Esther had three
children together, Frederick Paul (1916), Hugh Joseph (Mac)
(1918) and Esther Adela (Dell) (1919).

Warwick Daily News, 25 May 1929

Some of their children may have been born in Killarney, Esther returning home to have family support
after the birth. In Yangan they went on to have a further six children, Audrey May (1921), Marie Jean
(1923), George James (Jim) (1925), Dorothy Dawn (Dot) (1927), Ashley Arthur (1930) and Betty Joan
(1931).
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In Yangan Fred continued his involvement with the Labor party, speaking at a Labor rally in Warwick in
May 1926, although this is the only reference I’ve found in the newspapers. He also continued his work
with the prohibition movement, giving a public address in Yangan in October 1923, and attending the
Queensland Prohibition League’s banquet in November of the same year. In 1941 he wrote a letter to the
editor wondering at the hesitancy of leaders in their attitude to Russia. It’s clear from his comments that he
was no communist, but that he felt Russia had achieved many positive things. I should point out that this is
well before the Soviet Union’s brutal internal actions became widely known to the outside world.
Fred appears to have had an interest in archaeology in the Near East as a means of proving the historicity
of the bible. In 1923 he donated a book to the Yangan library, With Other Races, by Queensland author
Aaron Hoskin, which is a description of his journey across the Pacific, North America, Europe and then to
Egypt and the Near East with many musings on the Christianity. In October 1941 he was sent a letter from
a soldier describing his travels in the Holy Land which he provided to the newspaper. The next month he
wrote a letter to the editor about the Dead Sea area, which showed his knowledge of biblical history.
Fred was treasurer of the Yangan State School Committee for at least the period 1923 to 1927. In 1924 he
had a bicycle accident which required him to spend several days in the Warwick hospital. He was a
member of the Yangan Masonic Lodge from at least 1924 to 1936. His name also appears occasionally at
Presbyterian church events. Fred was a lay preacher in the Methodist church, but the family attended the
Presbyterian church while living in Yangan.
In 1931 there was a public information meeting about immunising children against diphtheria, which had
broken out in Killarney and then Emu Vale. Fred spoke up at the meeting, mentioning his experience with
an outbreak of the disease in England, where there was a high percentage of deaths. He encouraged people
to take timely action.
In around 1941 or so Fred and Esther shifted their home and workshop to Pine street, Warwick. Around
this time he was working at Lang and Walkers with a 14 year old striker named Keith Locke. The striker’s
job was to swing a 14 pound (6.4 kg) hammer on the blacksmith’s command. On one occasion, after giving
the order to strike, Fred moved his head closer to the forge. Keith was unable to shift his swing in time and
struck Fred what he thought was a fatal blow. But after being struck to the ground, Fred raised himself up,
plunged his head in a large trough of water, wiped blood and water off his brow, resumed his previous
position, and said to Keith, "strike".
In 1947 he placed an advert in the paper stating that he was taking over the blacksmithing section of Lang
and Walker in King Street.

Fred with son Ashley at Pine street workshop, ca mid-1950s
Fred retained his passion for the Labor party right through to the end of his life, and was known to write to
Gough and Margaret Whitlam. This was before Gough became Prime Minister, in fact Fred died before
then.
In their later years Fred and Esther kept many animals. At one time or another they had calves, donkeys,
cats, dogs, birds and kangaroos. If an animal needed rescuing Fred and Esther would take it in.
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His grandkids loved to go over and watch him work in his blacksmith shop. He had a possum in a nest box
there and Esther would give them some fruit to take over for the possum. They had a crimson rosella called
Joey for many years who was a good talker. He had lost his foot as a chick when he got stuck in a branch.
All of the 32 grandchildren probably got nipped by him by sticking their fingers in his cage at one point or
another.
The last cat that Fred had was Jeda, a black cat that was wild but he patiently fed her until she trusted him
enough to come to him. When Fred died Jeda fretted and would not move off the bed on the veranda as that
was where they had spent their days in the sun.
His granddaughter Roslyn remembers Fred as a practical joker. When she went there for holidays she
would go over the road to the Campbell's and when she got back and went to bed Fred had short-sheeted
her bed, but not only that, he put a hair brush down the bottom as well. When having breakfast he would
get you to look out the window and when you turned back he had taken your breakfast and he would be
laughing. He would say to the grandkids when they were going to the pool for a swim “don't come back if
you drown”, which went right over their heads.
He used to tell the grandkids about a headless corpse buried at the St James church in Chilton Cantelo. The
head was kept separately in a farm house and every time they tried to bury the head strange things would
happen. He didn’t make this up, it’s a genuine local myth.
His grandson Bob remembers that each grandchild received a small gift on Christmas and birthdays. There
were seven grandchildren born within a couple of months of each other, and having difficulty deciding on a
suitable gift for each of them at four years of age Fred and Esther bought some fabric so mothers could
make a shirt or dress for the little ones. Kingsley was first to receive his gift and as each other child came
along there was a similar gift. After a few he told the next bright eyed expectant child "don't bother
opening the parcel as it is only a piece of rag".
Fred always bought a case of 26oz (750 ml) bottles of soft drink for Christmas. This was a real treat for the
grandchildren who rarely got to enjoy soft drink during the year.
There was no refrigerator until the mid 1950's and food was kept cool with an ice chest. Block ice was
delivered from the butter factory and moved with huge steel tongs. Bread was delivered by horse drawn
cart and fresh milk in a ute from a local farmer. There was no pasteurisation or homogenisation but no ill
effects or allergies.
Bob also remembers Fred lying in bed listening to the radio. He seemed to try and get reception from the
radio station the farthest distance from Warwick, like Adelaide or Perth. Reception was always scratchy
and almost inaudible - but he persisted much to protests from other occupants of the house.
Fred never drove a car and his five daughters never learnt to drive. However his sons all had vehicles, and
two, Paul and Jim, were later mechanics at Adam Falconer's garage in Gatton.
Once a week, every week, from when he left England he would write to his mother back home in Chilton
Cantelo.
Fred died of prostate cancer at Warwick Hospital on 6 July 1972, and is buried in Eden Gardens cemetery.
He was 79 years old.
Browse newspaper articles about Fred here http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?lpublictag=Frederick%20James%20Watts
Fred on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Watts-5573
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George Frederick Watts (3G-Grandfather) (1863-1940)
Thanks to Roslyn Falvey for BDM certificates and photos of George used for this section
George was born on 4 October 1863 in Little Marston, Somerset, the eldest of six children of Joshua Watts
and Mary Lawrence. Little Marston was a farm not even one mile to the west of the village of Marston
Magna.
The name of Marston Magna is derived from the Old English mersc, a marsh, tūn, a village or farmstead,
and the Latin magna, meaning big or great. The Magna would have been a Norman era suffix.
In the 1871 Census we find George living in Chilton Cantelo with his parents and three younger siblings,
his family having moved there a year or two previously. He was attending school. Chilton Cantelo and
Little Marston are only two miles apart.
He mustn’t have attended school for much longer, because at the age of seven he started working on a
neighbouring farm. He rose shortly after five o’clock and would be employed until six-thirty in the
evening. At the age of eight he was taking his turn with the men at ploughing.
By the time of the 1881 Census he had moved out of home, and was living as as servant dairy boy in the
household of a James Easton in Symondsbury, Dorset. Symondsbury is close to the coast and about 25
miles south of Chilton Cantelo.
In 1885 George was living in Mudford where he joined the Methodist church, and he became a lay
preacher and Sunday School teacher. A 1938 newspaper article stated that “His straightforward
interpretation of the gospel is expressed in the purest Somerset dialect, and he is a welcome visitor at the
little country chapels in the Circuit.”
His future wife Bessie Higgins was living in Long Sutton while he was courting her. He used to walk from
Chilton Cantelo to Long Sutton every week-end, which was ten miles each way. Later she moved to
Closworth, but this was still ten miles away, just in another direction.
George was married to Bessie Higgins on 21 December 1888 in Chilton Cantelo, by the Rev. Goodford.
The witnesses were Mary Higgins (Bessie’s sister) and J E Watts (possibly George’s brother Edward
Joseph).
George was earning eleven shillings a week at the time of his marriage. Some prices at this time include 2s
for a pound of tea, 2s 6d for a 30 word advert in the newspaper and 12s 11p for a black and brass double
bedstead. It’s a good thing they would have had some land with their cottage to grow vegetables and
perhaps keep a cow, chickens and even a beehive.
George and Bessie had four children together,
Mary Eliza (1889), Rosie Annie (1891),
Frederick James (1892) and William George
(1899).
They were living in Lower Chilton over this
period, being captured in the 1891 and 1901
Censuses. George’s profession was given as
agricultural labourer.

A Lower Chilton house, from a real estate website

The building pictured (actually three ‘cottages’)
is one of four built in 1867 in Lower Chilton for
the Goodford Estate. The cottages are two or
three bedrooms and range in size from 87 to 95
m2, although the central one may be smaller.

George and his family lived in one of these cottages, which seem much more comfortable than I imagined
for farm workers in the late nineteenth century.
A recent real estate advert boldly claimed that author Thomas Hardy may have designed them, but while
possible, Hardy was better known for his church renovations – he worked on the St James church
renovation here in 1864-5.
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The house is also described as having “..brick walls with string courses, hamstone mullions, kneelers and
quoins all under a clay tiled roof.”
Their home would have been a ‘tied cottage’ arrangement. This means the right to live in the property was
dependent on having employment with the owner.
The four buildings can be seen to the left
of the world Lower on the map. The
school the children would have attended is
towards the top.
On the night of the 1911 Census George
was home alone at Hinton Farm,
Mudford, and working as a shepherd (the
map in Bessie’s chapter shows Hinton
Farm). He was alone because Bessie and
their youngest son William were visiting
the Coles family at Broughton Gifford,
Wiltshire, a village just to the west of
Melksham, and 45 miles from home.
Mary Coles was Bessie’s sister.
In 1912 George started serving on the
board of the Parish Council, where he
continued until 1937.
While working at Hinton farm he twice
advertised goods in the newspaper. In
1914 he was selling six swarms of bees,
and in 1919, fifteen tons of mangolds.

Ordnance Survey map, I think from 1901

Mangold are a tuberous plant used as stock feed. Given the large scale of the items advertised for sale,
these were probably on behalf of his employer.
They moved to East Lane, Mudford in about 1920, where he had bought a smallholding. East Lane is not
actually a name for a road, but an area on the main road, a little south of the village proper and where the
current cemetery is located.
A smallholding is land used for agricultural
purposes, but is much smaller than a farm. The
production was not just for personal consumption,
but also sold. In 1938 he was advertising mangold
for sale.
In 1925 George (presumably with Bessie) went to
the pictures to see his first and only film. The film
was the original silent production of Ben Hur,
subtitled A Tale of the Christ. George went to see it
because he had read and been thrilled by the book.
George and Bessie celebrated their Golden wedding
anniversary in 1938, which was also Bessie’s 70th
birthday. He was 76 years old, and still did his usual
milking and farm chores in the morning.
Interviewed on the day, he declared “I have had a
wonderful time” and went on to say that he could
not recall having an illness, and a doctor had
attended him only once after a fall from a hayrick.
He also stated that “I have been for three days’
holiday in my lifetime”.
The family celebration was held at the village hall,
with thirty friends and relatives attending.
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George Frederick Watts
A further fifty messages of greeting and a similar number of presents were received. The letters included a
letter from their son Fred from Australia, and a cablegram from Bessie’s brother Arthur in Toronto.

George died on 1 July 1940 of prostate cancer. He was 76 years old. He doesn’t seem to have had a death
notice in the newspaper, and if he was buried at Mudford, a headstone.
The National Probate calendar listed the value of his effects as £442 10s, which would have been largely
the value of his house and land.
George on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Watts-5574
Joshua Watts (4G-Grandfather) (1842-1931)
Thanks to Roslyn Falvey for BDM certificates and headstone photo used for this section
Joshua was born in Lower Chilton, Chilton Cantelo on 9 February 1842 to George Watts and Maria
Lawrence. He was baptised 6 March 1842. Joshua was the fifth of nine siblings.

A topographical dictionary of England, 1848

In 1851 he was nine years old and already working
as an agricultural labourer. He probably had
attended school, though it was neither universal,
free nor compulsory at the time. The Royal
Commission on the state of popular education in
England found that in 1858 over 95% of children of
school age attended school, although I’m not sure
what they considered school age.

The same report also found “that not more than one fourth of the children receive a good education.”
Certainly by current standards the standard of education would have been low, but take that statement with
a grain of salt, as you can read similar hyperbole in the modern day and age.
Joshua was still living with his family in 1861 in Lower Chilton, although his father had died two years
previously.
In 1863, on 16 April, he married Mary Ann Lawrence at West Camel, Somerset, three miles from Chilton
Cantelo. The witnesses at the wedding were Samuel Dunford and Hannah Watts, his sister and her soon to
be husband. The wedding was only six months before the birth of their first child.
The St James church was renovated the year after, which he would have witnessed, and maybe even have
crossed paths with the architect, future author Thomas Hardy.
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They first lived in Little Marston, where they had three children, George (1863), Rosa Jane (1866) and
Edward John (1868). Then they moved to Chilton Cantelo (Higher Chilton), where they had three more
children, Grace Maria (1870), Stephen Thomas (1875) and Sarah Elizabeth (1877).

Extract from 1871 Census
Their youngest daughter, Sarah was
recorded as weak minded in the Census
and was never shown as having an
occupation. Sarah died in 1909 aged
only 32 years old.
In 1882 he submitted his broad beans
to the Sparkford show and won first
prize.
In 1887 Queen Victoria and the nation
celebrated her Jubilee (fifty years as
queen). The festivities at Mudford were
presided over by Joshua’s employer,
and he would certainly have attended.
They lived at Higher Chilton, two
doors from the Rectory on the Census
forms until at least 1911, but I haven’t
worked out in exactly which building.
While he started work as a labourer, in
later years he referred to himself as a
Farm Carter. He was still working at 69
years of life, and so had a working
career of at least 60 years.

Western Gazette, 1 July 1887

He died on 12 February 1931 of bronchitis at East-lane,
Mudford, where he was probably living with his eldest son
George.
He was buried in the church grounds at Chilton Cantelo. The
headstone reads:
In loving memory of, Sarah Elizabeth Watts, Who died March
22nd, 1909, Aged 31 years, at rest.
Also of, Mary Ann Watts, Died May 18th, 1927 Aged 88, and,
Joshua Watts, Died February 12th, 1931, aged 89, In Paradise.
Joshua on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Watts-5575
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George Watts (5G-Grandfather) (1806-1859)
George was baptised on 9 February 1806 in Chilton Cantelo. His parents were John Watts and Mary
Gauler. He was their third child and first son.
He almost certainly didn’t attend school, which at the time would have been highly unlikely for someone of
his background, and this is supported by the fact that he signed his name with an X on his son Joshua’s
birth certificate.
He worked all his life as a farm labourer.
He married Frances Cake on 24 January 1826 in Chilton Cantelo. They had four children together, John
(1827), George (1829), Frederick (1831) and Hannah (1833). Frederick died at only five years of age.
Frances appears to have been born in 1802 in Beer Hackett3 to James and Elizabeth Cake, Beer Hackett is
only seven miles in southerly direction from Chilton Cantelo.
Frances must have died as a result of giving birth to Hannah in early 1833, because George married Maria
Laurence on 20 July 1833, this time at Preston Plucknett4. This might seem to modern readers somewhat
unseemly haste, and it may even have seemed that way at the time too, but people were, by necessity, much
more pragmatic about death and marriages at the time.
George and Maria had nine children together, Frederick (1836), Barnard (1838), Frances (1840), Joshua
(1842), Thomas (1844), Robert (1846), Mary (1848), Sarah (1851) and Elizabeth (1853).
Their son Barnard died at one year of age, Robert, who was described as an “idiot” in the 1851 Census, at
nine and Frances at 16 years of age, but all the other children survived into adulthood.
The family were captured in the 1841 and 1851 Censes at Lower Chilton. They would have been living in a
Cob cottage. Cob cottages had thick walls constructed of a mixture of mud and straw sealed with a lime
render, and a thatched roof. They were not really two storey, but single storey with attic bedrooms upstairs.
It would have had wooden floors both upstairs and downstairs.
These are the stereotypical picture postcard cottages we see today, but even a well maintained cob house of
the time would not look as picturesque as current ones. For one thing, a well-thatched roof will do it’s job
for 50 years, but it will be looking quite black and shabby towards the end of that period.
Cob buildings started dying out after the mid-nineteenth century. The brick tax was abolished in 1850, and
the brick industry became increasingly mechanised and the railway network extended. The improved rail
network also caused a decline in thatched roofs as it was easier to import slate from Wales. In any case,
agricultural machinery, particularly the combine harvester, had the effect of making wheat straw unusable
for thatching.
George died on 6 February 1859 of Pleurisy (possibly tuberculosis) in Chilton Cantelo. He was 53 years
old.
George on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Watts-5576

John Watts (6G-Grandfather) (1776-1837)
Thanks to St James Church, Chilton Cantelo for providing the information used here to Roslyn Falvey
John was born in Chilton Cantelo and baptised on 28 July 1776 at St James Church. His parents were
Thomas Watts and Mary Penny.
John was married to Mary Gauler on 20 November 1796 at St James Church, Chilton Cantelo. The
witnesses to their marriage were John Palmer and Elizabeth Guppy.
They had five children who were born in Chilton Cantelo. Maria (1799), Hannah (1802), George (1806),
John (1808) and Elizabeth (1819). If they ever lived away from Chilton Cantelo, then they may have had
more children in those locations.
John died on 20 August 1837 and is buried on the church grounds at Chilton Cantelo. He was 61 years old.
John on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Watts-5577
3 Sounds like a great name, but it just means Hackett’s pasture
4 Preston Plunknett was 2 miles to the west of Yeovil and is now a suburb of Yeovil. The name means Plunknett’s (originally
Plugenet’s) priest’s farm.
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Mary Gauler (6G-Grandmother) (1776-1845)
Thanks to St James Church, Chilton Cantelo for providing the information used here to Roslyn Falvey
Mary was born in Chilton Cantelo and baptised on 13 December 1776. Her parents were John Gauler and
Mary Coombs. She was likely born only a few weeks earlier, but if her age on the 1841 Census and at the
death inquest are correct, she was born in 1772.
Mary was married to John Watts on 20 November 1796 at St James Church, Chilton Cantelo. The
witnesses to their marriage were John Palmer and Elizabeth Guppy.
They had five children who were born in Chilton Cantelo. Maria (1799), Hannah (1802), George (1806),
John (1808) and Elizabeth (1819).
Mary’s husband died in 1837.
At the time of the 1841 Census, Mary was living in Chilton Cantelo, in the household of her daughter
Eliza, Eliza’s husband James Boyles and Eliza’s one year old daughter Emily.
Mary died in early January 1845 in Chilton
Cantelo. Even though she was (possibly) 74
years old when she died, as she’d been in
good health, an inquest was held. I think we
can see in this the beginnings of modern
public health.
Sherbourne Mercury, 11 January 1845

Maria Laurence (5G-Grandmother) (ca1807-1869)
Maria was born in Norton sub Hamdon, Somerset on 28 May 1811 to Barnard and Betty Lawrence, and
was baptised on 15 September 1811 (along with an older brother), at the Church of St Mary the Virgin.
Norton sub Hamdon means north farm below
Hamdon Hill. The Old English for north was
pronounced similar to the modern word, but was
spelled norð. In Old English they distinguished
between the two pronunciations of ‘the’ using the
letters eth (ð) and thorn (þ).
There was an Iron Age fort on the hill, which was
captured around AD 45 by the Roman Second
Legion, led by the future emperor Vespasian, who
had already captured other hill forts to the south.
Roman artefacts have been found on and around the
hill, including military artefacts.
Norton-sub-Hamdon is quite a picturesque town in
the present day, with many of the buildings made
from the local Ham hill stone.

A topographical dictionary of England, 1848.
The heritage listed Lord Nelson Inn in the village
would have been a hundred years old when Maria
was born.
Maria married George Watts on 20 July 1833, at
Preston Plucknett. Her family had probably moved
there when she was younger. It was usual for
marriages to happen in the bride’s home village, and
then for her to move to her husband’s village.
Maria was George’s second wife, his first having
died in childbirth some six months earlier.
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http://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/4326398
Maria had nine children with George, Frederick (1836), Barnard (1838), Frances (1840), Joshua (1842),
Thomas (1844), Robert (1846), Mary (1848), Sarah (1851) and Elizabeth (1853). They were living in
Lower Chilton over this period.
Her husband died on 6 February 1859, but Maria and her family were still living in Lower Chilton in 1861.
We know very little about Maria, but we can be pretty sure about two things – that she always wore a hat or
bonnet outside, and that she was a tea drinker, at least in her later years.
Hats were also ubiquitous in 19th century Britain. Every adult and most children, rich or poor, if they were
in a public space they wore a hat or bonnet. Even when a woman was visiting a friend’s house they would
usually keep their hats on. The hostess might have a bare head, but in this period she would most likely at
least wear a linen or lace cap.
Tea drinking was widespread in 19th Century Britain amongst all classes. Tea drinking had been an urban
habit, but became common in rural areas after becoming heavily taxed in the 18th century. The heavy tax
led to widespread smuggling (half the tea consumed in Britain at this time was smuggled), and as the
smugglers were based outside of the major ports, especially the south coast, tea became more readily
available in the countryside. The smugglers were initially small operators but it increasingly became the
province of organised crime.5 It smuggled tea was still expensive, but in 1785 the government slashed the
duty on tea to kill the black market, and it became more affordable.
Maria died on 9 February 1869 in Chilton Cantelo of dropsy. Her age was given as 62 on the death
certificate. Her daughter Hannah had been present at her death.

Mary Ann Lawrence (4G-Grandmother) (1839-1927)
Mary was born in Knole, Somerset in 1839 to Stephen and Elizabeth Lawrence. She was the youngest of
five children. Her father was a farm labourer.
Long Sutton means far south farm, from Old
English sūð, south and tūn, farmstead. Knole is like
it sounds, a knoll, from the very similar old English
cnoll. The prefix Long is to distinguish it from other
Suttons.

A topographical dictionary of England, 1848
In 1851, when aged only 12, she was living in
Somerton, a small town about 8 miles northwest
of Chilton Cantelo. She was a servant in the
household of Lochyer Walton, a farmer of 250
acres.
There was a Grace Lawrence in the household as
well, an older sister.
In 1861 she was working as a housemaid in the
household of Henry Goodford, a 50 year old
solicitor, in Chilton Cantelo. He was the eldest
Goodford there at the time, so was presumably
her future husband’s employer.
Mary (R) with son George and daughter in law Bessie
5The huge black market helped cause the East India Company’s profits to fall

and it’s stockpile of unsold tea to grow. The British
Parliament then passed the 1773 Tea Act, granting the East India Company a monopoly on team importing to America, which caused
the Boston Tea Party.
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Mary and Joshua Watts married on 16 April 1863 at nearby West Camel, Somerset, three miles from
Chilton Cantelo. The wedding was only six months before the birth of their first child.
I’m not sure why the married at West Camel, Mary’s parents don’t appear to have been living in the town
or nearby.
They first lived in Little Marston, where they had three children, George (1863), Rosa Jane (1866) and
Edward John (1868). Then they moved to Chilton Cantelo (Higher Chilton), where they had three more
children, Grace Maria (1870), Stephen Thomas (1875) and Sarah Elizabeth (1877).
Mary then lived in Chilton Cantelo for the rest of her life, dying there on 18 May 1927 of heart disease and
bronchitis. She was 88 years old.
Mary on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Lawrence-8025
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Chilton Cantelo Gazetteer Entry from 1791
From “History of Somerset by the Rev. John Collinson, F.A.S.” Volume 2, 1791, pages 339 to 340. The
story of the headless corpse is at the end.
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Stephen Lawrence (5G-Grandfather) (1794-1866)
Stephen was born in Hambridge to Samuel Lawrence and Hannah Clark and was baptised at the nearby
village of Curry Rivel on 5 January 1794, as Hambridge did not have it's own church until 1844.
He married Elizabeth Sams on 17 May 1825 at Holy Trinity, Long Sutton. The banns describe them both as
“of this parish”, so Stephen had already moved to the parish. One of the witnesses to the wedding was
Grace Masters, his new sister-in-law.

Church of the Holy Trinity, Long Sutton,
www.cornishchurches.com
The Church of the Holy Trinity is quite a substantial building,
with the current building dating to 1493, although the tower is
older, as is the painted pulpit, although the wooden figures are of
twentieth century origin.

Holy Trinity Pulpit,
commons.wikimedia.org

Stephen and Elizabeth had seven children together, all in Long Sutton parish , Frederick (1826), George
(1828), Grace (1830), Charles (1831-1833), Sarah (1834), Grace (1836) and Mary Ann (1839). Their first
daughter Grace died young, but exactly when is not clear.
When his brother-in-law Thomas Sams remarried in October 1827, Stephen was one of the witnesses at the
wedding.
Stephen and his family were captured in the 1841 Census living at Knole, which is a hamlet within Long
Sutton parish. He was working as a farm labourer.
His wife Mary died in May 1842 of typhus fever and is buried at Holy Trinity, Long Sutton. Stephen
remarried on 19 September 1842 to Ann Davies nee French at St Cuthbert's, Wells, sixteen miles north of
Long Sutton. Ann was from Somerton.
In 1851 Stephen was living on Long Sutton Road in Somerton parish with his new wife Ann and her son
Alfred Davies. Stephen was working as an agricultural labourer.
It's not clear where he was at the time of the 1861 Census.
At the time of his death he was living in Somerton, located three miles to the north-east of Long Sutton.
His eldest son Frederick lived in Somerton, so it is probable Stephen was living with him at that point.
Stephen died on 27 December 1866 of bronchitis, from which he had been suffering for four days. Eliza
Gibbs (no known relation) was present at the death. He was 64 years old.
Stephen on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Lawrence-10708
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Elizabeth Sams (5G-Grandmother) (1806-1842)
Elizabeth was born in Long Sutton, Somerset. Baptised as Betsy Sam on 19 January 1806 at the Church of
the Holy Trinity in Long Sutton, her parents were Thomas Sams, a farm labourer at the time, but later a
farmer, and Ann Yeatman.

Extract from baptismal register for Betsy Sam.
Elizabeth may have lived in the building called the Court House. There is an item at the Somerset Heritage
Centre titled Long Sutton, Cottage at Knole called the Court House (Sams family).
The Court House (a name for which there is no evidence) is a detached house dating from the fourteenth
century, but with fifteenth and seventeenth century additions, and of course lots of minor works from all
periods. If Elizabeth never lived there, she certainly would have been familiar with it.

Court House, Knole, Long Sutton, Source: Google Streetview
She married Stephen Lawrence on 17 May 1825 at Holy Trinity, Long Sutton. The banns describe them
both as “of this parish. One of the witnesses to the wedding was Grace Masters, her sister.
Elizabeth and Stephen had seven children together, all in Long Sutton parish , Frederick (1826), George
(1828), Grace (1830), Charles (1831-1833), Sarah (1834), Grace (1836) and Mary Ann (1839). Their first
daughter Grace died young, but exactly when is not clear.
Elizabeth and her family were captured in the 1841 Census living at Knole, which is a hamlet within Long
Sutton parish.
Mary died in May 1842 and was buried in the graveyard at Holy Trinity on 5 May 1842. The parish
register records her abode as Knowle and that she died of typhus fever. Her age was given as 34 in the
register, but the official index shows the correct age of 36 years.
Elizabeth on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Sams-979
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Thomas Sams (5G-Grandfather) (1769-1835)
Thomas was baptised as Thomas Sam on 22 January 1769 at Holy Trinity, Long Sutton to Thomas Sams
and Ann Bonn. No profession for his father was recorded in the register. He was the second of their seven
children.
His parents had married on 12 January 1766 in Long Sutton.
Thomas married Ann Yeatman on 18 September 1795 at Holy Trinity, Long Sutton. His surname was
recorded as Sam. The witnesses were Ann Gaylard and Charles (uncertain). Charles was a witness at all the
marriages on the page and so was probably a church official, not a friend or relative. Both bride and groom
were "of this parish" and both signed their names with an X.
Thomas and Ann had nine children together, Thomas (1795), Sarah (1797), Grace (1800), Mary (1804),
Betsy (Elizabeth) (1806), Ann (1807-1807), Charles Yetman (1881), Edward Yetman (1813) and William
(1818).
His profession was recorded as farmer at the baptisms of Edward and William. Profession was not recorded
in the registers prior to 1812.
Thomas was recorded in the 1832 Poll Book. His abode was Long Sutton, nature of qualification was
"leasehold for lives, and occupier of lands", and the description of his property was "five acres, and Earl of
Ilchester's".
He was also recorded in 1834 Poll Book. This time his qualification was noted as "as occupier of 50 acres
of lands" and location "in Knole".
Thomas was buried on 9 August 1835 at Holy Trinity, Long Sutton. He was 65 years old.
Thomas on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Sams-174
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Bessie Higgins (3G-Grandmother) (1868-1964)
Bessie was born on 21 December 1868 in Mudford, Somerset to James Higgins and Eliza Penny. She was
the third of nine children.
The place name Mudford means what you think it
might mean – a muddy ford. The Old English for
muddy was muddig, and the word ford is unchanged.
The central part of the church, St Mary the Virgin,
dates from 1239, but it’s believed part of one wall
dates from an earlier structure.
The main sources of employment in the town in 1881,
after agricultural work, were glove making and brick
making.
Bessie’s family were still living in Mudford in 1881,
and Bessie was still attending school at twelve years
of age. In fact, most children in the village this age
were still attending school.
The Mudford School was a single room church school
that was built in 1847. It was extended in 1897 to
create a second classroom for girls, so this photo was
taken after that date.
Under the 1870 Education Act local authorities were
required to provide schooling from 5 to 13 years of
age for local children. Parents still had to pay fees,
although the Board would pay the fees of poor
families (in theory, at least).

St Mary the Virgin Church,
http://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/3203579

The Local Boards could apply for an act of Parliament
to make schooling compulsory in their area, and by
1873 forty per cent of children lived in compulsory
school districts.

Mudford school, ca1900
The Mudford School is now the Mudford Village Hall.

Ordnance survey map, I think from 1901
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In 1882 Bessie took part in an
entertainment at the Wesleyan chapel.
At some point after this date, Bessie went
to work in the village of Long Sutton, ten
miles to the east-north-east of Mudford.

Western Gazette, 17 November 1882
Later she moved to the village of Closworth, ten miles to the south of Mudford. Through this period she
was being courted by George Watts.
Bessie and George were married on 21 December 1888 in Chilton Cantelo. The bridesmaid was Bessie’s
sister Mary.
Bessie and George lived in Lower Chilton, where they had
four children together, Mary Eliza (1889), Rosie Annie
(1891), Frederick James (1892) and William George (1899).
Bessie didn’t engage in paid work, as far as I can tell, after
her marriage. Her role would have been the usual one for
those days, looking after the children and making the
household run as smoothly as possible on as little money as
possible, a necessity when her husband’s income was only
eleven shillings a week.
They moved to Hinton Farm, just to the north of Mudford,
sometime between 1901 and 1911, before eventually buying
their own property at East lane, several hundred metres to
the south of Mudford Village.
In 1938 Bessie celebrated both her birthday and her Golden
wedding anniversary with George. There was a celebration
in the village hall with thirty friends and relatives attending.
The newspaper article covering the anniversary stated (rather
rudely, I feel) that “Mrs. Watts has not filled so prominent a
place in the life of the parish as her husband...”.
Bessie Higgins, sometime before 1940
On the other hand, perhaps she was not as verbose and willing to talk to the reporter as her husband. The
article did go on to state “but her cheerful good humour and her concerns for the wellbeing of everyone in
her large circle of friends and acquaintances have won their affection and respect”.
Her husband George died in 1940. She kept living
on in the house until at least 1952, with her
youngest son William, who never married, living
with her as well.
In 1949 three suitcases were left in her care by
Corporal Alan Beck, but they were stolen by, and
recovered from, two other soldiers. The contents
were worth a whopping £100.

Modern real estate photo of 7 East Lanes
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Postcard ca 1960
In 1952 Bessie moved to 33 Roping Road, Yeovil, to live with her daughter Mary
Bessie died in Summerlands Hospital, Yeovil on 21 November 1964 of, essentially, old age. She was 95
years old. Bessie was buried in the Mudford Cemetery with her husband George.
Bessie on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Higgins-4704

James Higgins (4G-Grandfather) (1840-1924)
James was born 27 May 1840 in Mudford. His parents were John Higgins, a labourer, and Sarah Appelbe.
He was the eldest of five siblings.
By the time of the 1851 Census, James was already
working as a farm labourer. It’s probable that he had
spent two or three years at school.
James was married to Eliza Penny on 22 June 1865
in Mudford. Eliza was living in Mudford, but was
from nearby Ashington.
They continued to live in Mudford, and in fact I
don’t think James ever lived anywhere else.

A topographical dictionary of England, 1848.

John and Eliza’s first daughter, Ann Jane was born in 1865, with her birth registered in the third quarter.
This means Eliza was at least six, and more likely seven months pregnant when they married. Marriages
hastened by pregnancy were not uncommon, but were usually closer to the conception, when everyone
could pretend the bride was just a little thick in the waist. Another possibility is that they had an earlier
non-conformist marriage (that is one not held by the Church of England), but I’m not certain that this
applies in this period.
James and Eliza had eight more children after Ann, Mary Ellen (1867), Bessie (1868), John Henry (1871),
William James (1873), Arthur (1875), Charles Edward (1878), Benjamin (1880) and Margaret Ada (1883).
He was involved in the Wesleyan church, at least in the 1880s, if not for longer. Several of his children
performed at various Wesleyan ‘entertainments’ during this period.
In 1887 Eliza was pregnant with their tenth child, but she and the baby died in childbirth. I’ve covered this
in detail in her chapter.
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His profession was recorded as agricultural labourer in every Census through to 1901, except for 1881,
where his profession was given as coachman.
James remarried in 1892, on 4 January to Eliza Card. Eliza Card was a 51 year old glovemaker, and was
from Mudford. She had never been married and lived with her elderly parents.
In the 1901 and 1911 Census James
and Eliza Card were living alone
together. James’ profession was given
as Hawker in 1911. Their dwelling had
four rooms.
James died on 1 August 1924 of
cystitis (urinary infection) and senile
decay and buried in the Mudford
cemetery. He was 84 years old.
James on wikitree
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Higgins
-4705
James Higgins Grave, Mudford Cemetery, courtesy Roslyn
Falvey

John Higgins (5G-Grandfather) (1814-1870)
John was born in Mudford Sock and baptised on 30 January 1814 at Saint Mary’s church. His father was
Joseph Higgins, a labourer. His mother was Mary Pardy.
Mudford Sock is a farm 1.3 miles to the southeast of Mudford proper. The ‘Sock’ suffix comes from the
Old English soc, meaning suck, a synonym for marsh.
John worked all his life as an agricultural labourer and always lived in Mudford or Mudford Sock.
He would have been very unlikely to have attended school, and he marked his name with an X both on his
marriage certificate and the birth certificate of his first son.
John married Sarah Appelbe on 24 June 1839 in Mudford.
John and Sarah had five children together, James (1840), Jane (1842), William (1844), John (1848) and
Mary E (1851).
John died 1 September 1870 of Pthisis pulmonalis, another name for tuberculosis. He was 56 years old.
John on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Higgins-4706

Joseph Higgins (6G-Grandfather) (1785-1849)
Joseph was born in Mudford and baptised on 7 May 1786 at St Mary's. His parents were Joseph Higgins
and Jenny Vowell.
Joseph’s parents had married on 9 December 1781 at Sherborne, Dorset, about six miles away from
Mudford in an easterly direction. Joseph does not appear to have had any siblings and there is no trace of
his parents in the historical record after his baptism.
Joseph married Mary Pardy on 5 May 1805 at St Mary, Mudford. Both were "of this parish" and the
witnesses were Nathaniel Corry and Philip Pardy.
They had eleven children together, John (1805), Nanny6 (1807), Joseph (1808), Mary (1810), James
(1812), John (1814), Mary (1816), Jane (1818), Philip (1820), William (1822) and Jane (1826).
Their first son John was buried on the same date their second son John was baptised. Their first daughter
Mary died at the age of five, and their first Jane at one year of age.
6 Possibly went by a different name in later life as no other trace of her has been found

Patricia Head's Family History 24/10/19

Page 57 of 94

One of the prize sections at an
Agricultural show in 1841 was for
longest service to an employer.
Joseph’s service was the third longest.
Sherborne Mercury, 20 December 1841
Joseph died on 27 December 1849 in Mudford of a scirrhous pylorus, from which he had been suffering for
four months. He was 64 years old. Joseph was buried on 2 January 1850 at St Mary's, Mudford.
Joseph on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Higgins-4707

Mary Pardy (6G-Grandmother) (1783-1867)
Mary was born in Preston Plucknett, Somerset and baptised on 9 November 1783 at St James. Her parents
were Philip Pardy and Ann James.
The name Preston Plucknett derives from the Old English words prēost, a priest and tūn, a settlement. The
village was held by Alan de Plugenet in 1284, from which comes the modern suffix Plucknett.
Mary married Joseph Higgins on 5 May 1805 at St Mary, Mudford. Both were "of this parish" and the
witnesses were Nathaniel Corry and Philip Pardy.
They had eleven children together, John (1805), Nanny (1807), Joseph (1808), Mary (1810), James (1812),
John (1814), Mary (1816), Jane (1818), Philip (1820), William (1822) and Jane (1826).
In 1841 they were living at Mudford Sock with four of their children, Joseph, Philip, William and Jane.
In 1849 her husband Joseph died, and by 1851 she was living with her youngest daughter Jane, and Jane’s
husband William Lovell in Mudford. Her profession was given as pauper glover, which I think means she
was a pauper who used to be a glover.
Mary does not appear to have been recorded in the 1861 Census.
Mary was living with her daughter Jane Lovell when she died on 6 September 1867. They were at the Yew
Tree Close estate, a little over a mile to the south west of Yeovil. The cause of death was described as
“decay of nature”.
Mary on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Pardy-42

Philip Pardy (7G-Grandfather) (1759-1839)
Philip was born in Preston Plucknett and baptised on 2 December 1759 at the church of Saint John the
Baptist, Yeovil. His father was recorded as Thomas Pardy of Preston and his mother’s name was not
recorded.
Philip married Ann James on 2 December 1781 at St James, Preston Plucknett. Both were from that parish.
The witnesses were Thomas Roberts and James Edwards. I haven’t seen the scan of the original, but the
transcriber only noted that "Bride signed X", so it appears Philip was able to read and write.
Philip and Ann had eight children together, Philip (1782), Mary (1783), Thomas (1786), William (1789),
twins Rachel and Leah (1792), Henry (1793) and Rachel (1797). Their twins appear to have died young.
Philip is far enough back in time that there is little to know apart from his vital statistics, but we do have an
insight into how he spoke. His daughter Leah was recorded in the baptismal register as “Lair”, and
indication of how they pronounced the name as well as the level of literacy and/or bible knowledge of the
parish clerk.
Philip died on 20 March 1839 at Preston Plucknett. The cause of death was simply stated to be old age.
Elizabeth Samways Preston was present at his death. Elizabeth is not a known relation, but a granddaughter
of Philips, Jane, married into the Preston family.
Philip was buried on 26 March 1839 at St James, Preston Plucknett.
Philip on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Pardy-88
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Sarah Appelbe (5G-Grandmother) (1814-1880)
Sarah was born in Mudford and baptised on 16 January 1814 at St Mary’s Church. Her parents were
William Appelbe, a carpenter, and Elizabeth Mansell.
Sarah married John Higgins on 24 June 1839 in Mudford.
John and Sarah had five children together, James (1840), Jane (1842), William (1844), John (1848) and
Mary Elizabeth (1851).
In 1851, in addition to their five children at home, Sarah also looked after two lodgers to make ends meet.
They were Emma Hodges a 36 year old glover and letter carrier, and Walter Hodges, aged 13, a farm
labourer. In 1861 she was working as glover.
Sarah’s husband died in 1870, and in 1871 she was still working as a glover and living with her youngest
daughter and a lodger, Jessie Lamb, a 21 year old journeyman Baker. A journeyman at this time was
someone who had completed an apprenticeship, but still worked for others.
Sarah died in Mudford on 26 January
1880. She was 66 years old.
Sarah on wikitree
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Appelbe-8

Western Gazette, 6 February 1880

William Appelbe (6G-Grandfather) (1786-1849)
William was baptised on 6 January 1786 in Mudford. His parents were Sansom Applebe and Ann Serjeant.
His parents had been married in Mudford on 5 April 1780.
William was a carpenter.
He married Elizabeth Mansell on 21 May 1811 at St John’s Yeovil. The witnesses were Jane Brook and
Robert Taylor. He signed his own name in a clear hand.
William and Elizabeth had seven children together, Jane (1812), Sarah (1814), Henry Mansell (1816),
Mary Ann (1818), Sansom (1820), James (1822), William (1824).
In 1841 William was living in Mudford with his wife, and their children Jane, Sansom, James and William
as well as a Caroline Applebe (possibly their daughter, although I haven’t found a birth record for her) and
a three month old girl, Jane Applebe. Unfortunately the 1841 Census doesn’t provide relationship details.
William died on 17 June 1849 of effusion (or fluid) in the chest. He was 63 years old.
William on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Appelbe-7
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Elizabeth Mansell (6G-Grandmother) (1785-1855)
Elizabeth was born in Frensham, Surrey and baptised on 15 April 1785 at St Mary the Virgin. Her father
was Henry Mansell. No mother’s name was recorded in the baptism register, but entries for later siblings
name her as Elizabeth. She was one of eight children.
Frensham is 100 miles to the east of Mudford. It would be interesting to know how she ended up in the
Mudford area. Her siblings remained in the Surrey area.
Frensham is a village 3.5 miles to the south of the
large town of Farnham.
Back in the seventh century the area was part of the
lands given by King Cædwalla of Wessex to the
church which became the property of Hædde,
Bishop of Winchester.
Elizabeth married William Appelbe on 21 May
1811 at St John’s, Yeovil. She marked her name
with a cross in the register.
Elizabeth and William had seven children together,
Jane (1812), Sarah (1814), Henry Mansell (1816),
Mary Ann (1818), Sansom (1820), James (1822),
William (1824).
A topographical dictionary of England, 1848.
Her husband died in 1849, and in 1851 she was living with her son Sansom, a carpenter, daughter in law
Frances and her baby granddaughter Ann Samways Applebe.
Elizabeth died on 11 October 1855 of disease of the heart and was buried on 17 October. She was 69 years
old.
Elizabeth on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Mansell-509

Eliza Penny (4G-Grandmother) (1842-1887)
Eliza was born out of wedlock on 22 March 1842 in Ashington, a tiny village less than two miles northwest from Mudford. She was baptised on 17 April 1842 at St Vincent’s church in Ashington.
Ashington means East Farm, or more literally, ‘East
in the farm’. The Old English elements, ēast and in,
are virtually identical to Modern English, but
slurred together. The suffix, -ton, is of course from
the Old English tūn, an enclosure, farmstead or
village.
Ashington is a tiny place, today and in the past. It is
pretty much only a farm and a 13th century church.
In 1820 there were but 9 dwelling houses,
containing 13 families and 68 people.

A topographical dictionary of England, 1848.
Eliza’s mother was Mary Ann Penny. Unusually for someone born out of wedlock we know her father was
John Adams, as he was named as her father on Eliza’s marriage certificate.
Eliza’s parents had both been servants in the Longman household in Mudford in 1841. No more is known
of John Adams. Village of birth was not recorded in the 1841 Census, John Adams is a common name and
there appear to have been no locally born John Adams of the right age, notwithstanding possible gaps in
the historical record.
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In 1851 Eliza was living in Ashington in the household of Sarah Penny, her grandmother. She was
apparently attending school, but the education may not have been of a good quality – on her marriage form
in 1865 she marked a cross instead of her name. Also in the household was her uncle Joseph Penny, her
mother Mary Ann, and two other grandchildren of Sarah’s, Caroline, aged only one, and Mariam, an infant.
By 1861 Eliza had moved to Mudford, where she was employed as a dairy maid in the household of Ellen
Cox, a farmer of 205 acres.
Eliza married James Higgins on 22 June 1865 in the Mudford parish church, St Mary the Virgin. The
witnesses were Herbert Plunkett and Sansom Appelbe, a cousin of James.
Eliza worked as a glover, or glove-maker, for a period while she was married to James. Glove-making was
a major industry in the village. It was probably done as piecework, with materials and perhaps tools being
provided by a central merchant, and the work being done in the home. Eliza’s mother had worked as glover
when Eliza was a girl.
Eliza had nine children with James, Anna Jane (1865), Mary Ellen (1867), Bessie (1868), John Henry
(1871), William James (1873), Arthur (1875), Charles Edward (1878), Benjamin (1880) and Margaret Ada
(1883).
We learn from the 1881 Census, that in addition to having six children at home to look after, Sarah also had
a younger half-brother lodging with her, nineteen year old George Gillard.
Eliza was pregnant with her ninth child in 1887, when she was aged 45. On 15 December, just before
midnight, she woke up in her bed and complained to her husband that she had the cold shivers, and asked
him to fetch some brandy. He did this, and then went back downstairs to light the fire.
Eliza came downstairs a little thereafter, and they stayed together in front of the fire for an hour or so, at
which time she asked James to go fetch the midwife. Eliza stayed up by the fire, with her eldest daughter,
Anna, keeping her company. The midwife arrived about an hour later, but it wasn’t until three am that she
went upstairs with her daughter and the midwife.
Several times during labour upstairs the midwife suggested that a doctor be called, but Eliza refused,
stating that “it would soon be over now”. At about half past six in the morning the midwife left the room to
make a cup of tea, and when she returned, Eliza had started to haemorrhage. Twenty minutes after this
Eliza requested that a doctor be fetched for, and a neighbour was sent. Her husband immediately came
upstairs and found Eliza pale and speechless. James held her in his arms and she died only a few minutes
later.
An inquest was held and lengthily reported on, to find if either the midwife or her husband were culpably
negligent in not arranging sooner for a doctor to attend the birth, but nobody was found guilty.
Death during, or more commonly after birth was a real risk in 19th century England. The death rate for
mothers during this period was one death per 200 births. That may not sound that high, but women would
be testing the odds again and again, with eight children commonplace. Even in the early 20th Century,
maternal mortality was one per 250 births. It wasn’t until the development of antibiotics in the 1930s that
death rates started to plummet.
Eliza on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Penny-1270

Mary Ann Penny (5G-Grandmother) (ca1822-1898)
Mary Ann was born in about 1822 in the village of Ashington to Charles Penny, a farm labourer, and Sarah
Bartlett. Mary Ann was the second of only five siblings, her parents having married relatively late.
At the time of the 1841 Census she was working as a house servant in the household of George Longman a
mile away in West Mudford. George farmed 113 acres and was described as Yeoman in the 1841 Census.
Also living in the household was a man servant, John Adams. Within a few weeks of the Census being
collected Mary fell pregnant to John.
Her daughter Eliza was born in March 1842.
In 1849 Mary Ann again fell pregnant and gave birth out of wedlock, to Caroline in October 1849. This
time all that is known of the father is his surname, Bridges.
How long Mary Ann cared for her children before going back to work won’t be known, but by the time the
1851 Census rolled around Eliza and Caroline were living in her grandmother Sarah’s household in
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Ashington, and Mary Ann was back working in George Longman’s household, her unmarried mother status
not affecting her employability.
Mary Ann married George Gillard at St Mary’s in Mudford on 30 May 1852. The witnesses were Joseph
Penny and Sarah Penny, Mary Ann’s brother and either her sister or mother. Not one of the four of them
was able to sign their name, illiteracy still being the norm in this period.
George was a farm labourer from Martock.
Mary Ann and George had six children together, Elizabeth (1853), Henry (1855), Caroline (1858), George
(1861), Sarah (1863) and Mary Ann (1867).
Mary Ann and George and their family were recorded living at Hinton farm in the 1861 and 1871
Censuses. Hinton is just three-quarters of a mile north of St Marys church in Mudford.

Farmhouse at Hinton, taken 4 July 2018

Barn at Hinton, taken 4 July 2018

By 1881 they had moved near to Bradford on Avon in Wiltshire, living and working at the South Wraxall
Manor House. Only their youngest daughter, Mary Ann, was still living with them.
According to local legend, South Wraxall was the house where the first tobacco was smoked in England in
1585, by Sir Walter Long (who owned the property) and his friend Sir Walter Raleigh. This is not the only
manor house about which this claim has been made, however.
Her husband died sometime in the next decade, Mary Ann’s status being recorded as widow in the next
Census.
In 1879 something illegal and rather creepy happened when Mary Ann’s son Henry married her sister
Sarah Ann.
When the 1891 Census was recorded Mary Ann was living with both of them in the village of Westwood,
two miles to the south-west of Bradford on Avon.
Mary Ann’s sister Sarah Ann died in 1896, and it was probably then, if not before that Sarah went to live
with her daughter Sarah Blick at Murhill, a locality within the parish of Winsley.
Mary Ann died at her daughter’s house on 19 September 1898 of chronic gastritis and exhaustion.
Mary Ann on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Penny-1653
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Charles Penny (6G-Grandfather) (ca1786-1842)
Charles was born in Somerset in about 1786 and was living in the village of Ashington when he married
Sarah Bartlett on 12 April 1819.
Both were residents of the parish and neither has
been married before, despite both being aged in their
early thirties. Neither Charles nor Sarah could sign
their own name. The witnesses were James Bartlett
and Ann Coggan, both of whom signed their names.
Charles and Sarah had at least five children together
in Ashington, James (1820), Mary Ann (ca1822),
Jane (ca1826), Joseph (ca1828) and Sarah Ann
(ca1833).
Charles was a farm labourer.
At the time of the 1841 Census, on 6 June, Charles
was living in Ashington with his wife and three of
their children, James, Joseph and Sarah Ann.
Charles died in Ashington on 23 January 1842 of
dropsy. He was 56 years old. A Hannah Penny was
present at his death. Hannah was the daughter (or
possibly daughter-in-law) of an Edward Penny who
also lived in Ashington and was possibly Charles’
niece.
Charles on wikitree
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Penny-1654
Church of St Vincent, Ashington, taken 4 July 2018
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Sarah Bartlett (6G-Grandmother) (1789-1861)
Sarah was born in the village of Closworth, Somerset in 1789 to Joseph Bartlett and Merriam Young. She
as baptised on 30 November at All Saints church.
Closworth means “ enclosure in the valley”, and is derived from the Old English words clof, something cut;
a crevice, a valley and worð, an enclosure. The village was recorded as Clovesuurda in the Domesday
Book of 1086. Parts of All Saints church in the village date back to the thirteenth century. It’s a small
village, and only 187 residents were recorded there in 1831.
Despite its tiny size and distance from anywhere important the village was the centre of a bell founding
business in the seventeenth century operated by the Purdue family. Many of the churches in the West
Country still have bells cast by William Purdue (active 1572-84), Thomas Purdue (active 1647-91) and
their descendants. Four of the bells in Exeter Cathedral were cast by Thomas Purdue, and the bell foundry
was still active towards the end of the eighteenth century.
By the time she married in 1819
she was living in the village of
Ashington, eight miles to the north
of Closworth.
Sarah married Charles Penny on 12
April 1819 at St Vincent’s church
in Ashington. One of the witnesses
was her brother James Bartlett.
Charles and Sarah had at least five
children together in Ashington,
James (1820), Mary Ann (ca1822),
Jane (ca1826), Joseph (ca1828) and
Sarah Ann (ca1833).

Large house in Ashington, Sarah may have worked here, taken 4
July 2018
At the time of the 1841 Census, on 6 June, Sarah was living in Ashington with her husband and three of
their children, James, Joseph and Sarah Ann.
Sarah’s husband died in January 1842.
The 1851 Census finds Sarah still living in Ashington. Her occupation was given as former house servant.
In the household with her were her son Joseph and his wife, Joseph’s one month old daughter and two of
Sarah’s grandchildren, Eliza and Caroline, both of whom had been born out of wedlock to her daughter
Mary Ann.
By 1861 Sarah had moved to Mudford Sock. She was still living with her son Joseph and his family, but
this time he was the head of the household.
Sarah died on 21 November 1861 at Mudford Sock, with the cause of death stated to be old age. Her
granddaughter Eliza Penny was present at her death. Sarah was 72 years old.
Sarah on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Bartlett-8397
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Joseph Bartlett (7G-Grandfather) (1763-1833)
Joseph was born in Closworth and baptised on 27
October 1762 at All Saints church. His parents were
John Bartlett and Mary.

Extract from Closworth parish register
Joseph married Merriam Young on 29 April 1782 in Closworth. Neither could signed their names in the
register. The witnesses were John Mandfield and Ann Swatridge. The service was conducted by Rev.
Nathaniel Bartlett. It’s not clear if Joseph and Nathaniel were related.

Extract from Closworth parish register
Joseph and Merriam had five children together, James (1783-1787), John (1784-1785), Sarah (1786-1787),
James (1787) and Sarah (1789). Their first James and Sarah were both buried together on 28 January 1787.
Joseph’s wife died in 1821 and was buried on 6 July in Closworth.

Extract from Closworth parish register
Joseph died in Closworth in 1833 and was buried there on 21 November. He was 71 years old.
Joseph on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Bartlett-8450
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Esther Mason (Gt-Gt-Grandmother) (1891-1986)
Esther was born on 26 November 1891 in Killarney,
Queensland. She was the eldest surviving child of
Joseph Mason and Elizabeth Jane Blackwell.
Killarney in 1891 was a farming community of only
387 people, although it would have serviced a larger
community.
Esther’s mother Elizabeth suffered from post natal
depression after the birth of Esther’s sibling Ellen in
1902. Esther and her younger sister Mary were
subsequently brought up by their aunt, Elizabeth’s
younger sister Sarah Wyton.
The bond between Esther and Sarah became more
like that between mother and daughter than aunt
and niece, and remained that way.
In the mid 1910s Esther was courted by both Fred
Watts and his friend Gus Petersen.
In the end Esther married Fred Watts on 31 March
1915 at her father’s house in Killarney.
Gus ended up marrying her sister Mary.
Esther and Fred lived in Warwick until late 1917,
when Fred took a position with Miscamble Brothers Esther Mason as a child
in Roma.
In September 1917 Esther advertised the sale of
what looks like pretty much all their household
goods. I assume this was in preparation for the
move to Roma, and that it must have been cheaper
to sell and buy again than to shift their furniture and
effects.
In about 1921 they moved to Yangan, where Fred
started his own business.
Esther and Fred had nine children together, four
girls and five boys. They were Frederick Paul
(1916), Hugh Joseph (Mac), Esther Adela (Dell)
(1919), Audrey May (1921), Marie Jean (1923),
George James (Jim) (1925), Dorothy Dawn (Dot)
(1927), Ashley Arthur (1930) and Betty Joan
(1931).
When Esther’s eighth child, Ashley was born, he
failed to breathe. The doctor said “I’m sorry Mrs
Watts, but this one hasn’t made it.”
A makeshift coffin was made from a cardboard box
and he was placed inside it, next to a fireplace.
However, sorrow soon turned to bliss as a weak cry
Esther Mason as a young adult
was heard.
Her granddaughter Roslyn remembers Esther as having been treated like a queen by her husband.
Roslyn gave one example that Fred would to get up at 5 am to light the old wood stove and make a cup of
tea, before going back to bed for about an hour or so.
Her grandson Bob recalls how Esther always cooked a hot lunch for Christmas complete with plumb
pudding and coins for the grandchildren. She paid particular attention to ensure each child got one coin.
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One year he got two and Irene Watts got none, and he was forced to give her one of his despite noisy
protest.

Esther (L) with youngest sister Edna and children (L-R) Audrey, Dell, Paul and Mac, circa 1922
In 1965 Esther and Fred celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary. Daughter Audrey remembered this
photo as having been taken at that time.

Fred & Esther with their nine children, March 1965, Paul, Marie, Mac, Dot Campbell, Ashley, Audrey
Head, Jim, Betty Woodrow, Dell Finden
Esther’s husband Fred died in 1972. After the funeral her brother-in-law Gus, who had lost his wife Mary
many years before, sat talking on the verandah. They both talked along the lines of “what are we going to
do now” and “why didn't I die with him” and there was no convincing them that they had a loving family
and had much to live for.
When Esther left Pine Street, she first lived with her daughter Audrey and her husband, who had moved to
Warwick in 1977. Sometime between then and her death, she moved to In the 1980s her daughter Marie’s
house, just up the street from Audrey.
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Esther died on 25 August 1986 in Warwick. She was 94 years old.
Two newspaper items about Esther are available here http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?lpublictag=Esther%20Watts%20nee%20Mason
Esther’s ancestors https://www.wikitree.com/treewidget/Mason-9553/5

Joseph Mason (3G-Grandfather) (1864-1940)
Joseph was born on 13 January 1864 in Torquay, Devon.
His parents were John Mason, a lodging house keeper,
and Mary Bradwell. His parent’s address was 1 Torwood
Mount. I can’t work out exactly where that was, but it
was about a ten minute walk from the harbour.
Torquay's name originates from the quay of the village of
Torre. Torre took it’s name from the nearby tor, or rocky
outcrop, which was extensively quarried.
Torquay is situated on Tor Bay in Devon. The economy
was originally, and not surprisingly, based on fishing and
agriculture, and was only a large village until the start of
the Napoleonic wars, when Tor Bay was used as an
anchorage for the Channel Fleet. Relatives of officers
often visited Torquay, and it became considered in this
time to be a convalescent retreat.
It’s population grew from 838 in 1801 to 11,474 in 1851.
Torquay became connected to the railway network in
1848, and this resulted in rapid economic and population
growth at the expense of nearby towns not on the railway
network.
At the time of the 1871 Census, Joseph was at school and
living with his family in a another part of Torquay called
Ellacombe.
By the time of the 1881 Census he was still living with
his parents, but they had moved (or in his parent’s case,
returned) to Sheffield, at 21 Haywood Road, Brightside
Bierlow. I can’t locate this on modern maps, but it was
north of the Don river. Steel and cutlery manufacture
where carried on there in this period.
Joseph was working as a coal salesman at this time, the
same line of work as his father.
Joseph left England for Australia in 1883 on the
Hampshire. In 1883 two ships called Hampshire left
London, picked up more passengers in Plymouth and
travelled to Australia. One was a schooner, the other a
steamer
Queensland immigration records show a Joseph Mason
arriving in Rockhampton on the schooner Hampshire in
November. Joseph’s obituary states he arrived on a
steamer in Brisbane. Obituaries often have incorrect
facts, but immigration records sometimes are missing
and there was another Joseph Mason living in
Rockhampton in the late 1890s.

Joseph Mason (Source: Roslyn Falvey)

The steamer Hampshire left London on 26 May, stopping initially at Plymouth. She left Plymouth with 504
immigrants. She passed through the Suez canal on June 11. Passengers were dropped off for Cooktown,
Townsville, Mackay, Bowen and Rockhampton before the final 338 immigrants disembarked in Brisbane
on 30 July 1883.
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Joseph headed directly for the town of Killarney on arrival. A maternal aunt, Ellen, was living in the
Killarney area. Later in the 1880s Joseph was joined in Killarney by another aunt, Emma.
The settlement of Killarney dates from the mid-1870s. There were only 387 residents in the town in 1891,
although it would have supported a larger population in the countryside. It grew rapidly to 1,533 residents
in 1911, although this was it’s peak. Killarney is located 35km south-east of Warwick.
Joseph doesn’t appear many times in the newspaper record. In 1886 he was approved for 80 acres of
Agricultural land in the Killarney area in the Land Ballot. The fact that he was living in Killarney and
working as a labourer in later years probably indicates that he didn’t hold onto this property. In 1900 he
contributed 2s 6d to a monument in the memory the late Rev E. C. Hammer, which is in the Killarney
cemetery. In May 1901 he donated 2 shillings to the Warwick Hospital appeal.
He met a local girl, Elizabeth Jane Blackwell, and they married in Killarney on 16 December 1889. He
gave his occupation as Bushman on the marriage certificate.
They had five children together, John Henry (1890), who
died shortly thereafter, Esther (1891), Mary Elizabeth
(1893), Ellen (1902) and Edna Beatrice (1908).
On the 1903 electoral roll, they were living on Acacia
Street, and Joseph’s occupation was given as labourer, but
in later years they had moved to Oleander Street, appearing
there on the 1937 electoral roll.
Joseph died on 8 October 1940. He was 76 years old.
Browse newspaper items about Joseph here
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?lpublictag=Joseph%20Mason
Joseph on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Mason9554

Warwick Daily News, 16 November 1940
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John Mason (4G-Grandfather) (1835-1920)
John was born in Rawcliffe, Yorkshire and baptised on 11 October 1835. His parents were John Mason, a
farm labourer, and Harriet Hutton. John was the sixth of seven children.
Rawcliffe comes from the Old Norse words rauðr,
red and klif, a cliff or steep hill. This may refer to
the banks of the river Aire on which it is situated.
Warping is the practice of flooding agricultural land
with turbid river water to add sediment to the soil,
before letting the water drain away. In this way poor
soils were covered with fertile fine silt (or warp).
At the time of the 1841 Census John was living at
Chapel Lane, Rawcliffe with his parents, and older
brothers Henry and Robert.
In 1851 John was an apprentice to George Scales,
and living in the Scales family house on High Road,
Rawcliffe. He was learning to be a cordwainer. A
cordwainer is a shoemaker who makes new shoes
from new leather. This is in contrast to a cobbler
who is someone who only repairs shoes.

A topographical dictionary of England, 1848.
In 1861 John was living in Broomspring Lane, Sheffield with his sister Elizabeth, his brother in law Henry
Walton and their 11 year old daughter Emma. His occupation was given as labourer. Broomspring Lane is
to the west of the city centre.
John married Mary Bradwell on 9 October 1861 in Sheffield. Witnesses at the wedding were Joseph
Bradwell and Harriet Bradwell.
They moved to Torquay, on the south coast of England not long thereafter. John worked as a boarding
house keeper in Torquay.
They had six children while living in Torquay, John Henry (1862), Joseph (1864), Harriet Hannah (1865),
William (1867), Esther Ann (1869) and Elizabeth Mary (1870). They returned to Sheffield in the early
1870s, where they had three more children, George (1873) Robert Arthur (1874) and Frank (1881). Their
daughter Elizabeth died at around three years of age and George in infancy.
In 1881 John was living at 21 Haywood Road, on the north side of the Don River with his wife and all four
of his sons, but none of his daughters. John was working as a coal seller. By the time of the 1891 Census he
had moved to 14 Rock Street, which was not far from his previous residence. He was living with his wife,
Mary, sons John, Robert and Frank, daughter Esther and granddaughter Alice.
In the 1901 Census John was living at 101 Harwood Street, to the south of the city centre, with his wife and
sons John and Frank.
In 1908 John’s wife Mary died. They were living at 19 Hermitage Street at the time.
We’ve got no way of knowing of John was eligible, or took it up, but he could have potentially benefited
from the Old Age Pensions Act of 1908. For the first time ever, if you were over 70 years of age and had
been working most of your life, but were not wealthy, you could receive an old age pension of up to five
shillings a week.
In 1911 John was living with his daughter Esther and her family, and also his son John Henry in a 5 room
house at 41 Sutton Street.
In the next year or two, he moved to Stanhope Road, where, on 1 January 1913 he remarried, to his
landlady Eugenie Hill.
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The day after his second marriage John wrote a letter to his son Joseph. I only have a transcription of the
original letter, which I have copied here, including spelling and grammatical mistakes which are probably
from the original letter.
Feb 17th, 1913 – Stanhope Road – Abbeydale – Sheffield England
Dear Joseph and family,
I received your kind and sympathie letter after seeing what I had gone through since your letter came.
I have had another bad attack of lumbago. I was in bed more than two weeks and scarce could move. I had
to have the Dr again, it seems to have been hard cheese with me. Thank God I am getting all right again. I
thank you for those photo’s you sent of Esther and Nellie and Edna. They are good ones especially Esther,
She is the picture of Aunt Esther, every one says so the others are very good but they will change as they
age. I have them in nice sised frames and they look nice in my establishment.
You might well say What did not the others write to you when they new I was so bad, they scarsley came to
see me all the time I might have died and they would not have known.
Esther has washed for me while just lately. Just lately she has been very poorly and could not wash her
own clothes.
My landlady has done for me all the time I have been with her, like what a wife would do, or a paid nurse
so to recompence her for her kindness to me I promised to marry her for she has been so devoted to me
since I took her room and so we were married on the 16th February 1913. She is 21 yrs younger than me
and I pointed that out to her but she said
She didn’t care – she would love me and minister to me in all things. She is very devoted and affectionate.
We are happy and comfitable together. She was a widow and has a 16yrs old son working and is little in
stature. Her name was Eugenie Jane Mill and now it is Mason. She joins me in kind love to you all whome
she has not seen Wishing you a Happy new year from your affectionate
Father J Mason
My brother Robert of Doncaster died the summer after Henry died, his age was 76 (nearly) So I am the last
of our family and I shall be 75 the 16th of September next.
John died on 24 October 1920 at Union Road, Sheffield of chronic bronchitis. He was 85 years old.
John on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Mason-9555

John Mason (5G-Grandfather) (ca1798-1868)
John was born in about 1798 in the village of Rawcliffe, Yorkshire.
John married Harriet Hutton on 7 August 1820 in the neighbouring village of Snaith. Harriet was from the
town of Hull.
John and Harriet had seven children together, all in Rawcliffe. They were Jane (1822), Henry (1824),
Elizabeth (1826), Henry (1829), Robert (1833), John (1835) and George (1839). Their first son Henry and
their son George did not survive infancy.
John worked as farm labourer throughout his life.
In the 1841 Census John was recorded living with his wife Harriet and sons Henry, Robert and John on
Chapel Lane in Rawcliffe.
By the time the 1851 Census was conducted, John was living alone his wife Harriet only. They were still in
Rawcliffe, but no street details were noted on the Census.
They were still living solo in 1861 in Rawcliffe and this time their street was noted as “road to railway”.
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Rawcliffe in 1904 Ordnance Survey map. Chapel Lane leads from the river to St James church.
John died on 28 November 1868 at Rawcliffe. He was 71 years old. The cause of death was given as
softening of the brain which possibly means John had a stroke or suffered from dementia.
John on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Mason-13467

Harriet Hutton (5G-Grandmother) (ca1800-1877)
Harriet was born in about 1800 in Hull, Yorkshire.
Harriet married John Mason on 7 August 1820 in the village of Snaith. Snaith is located thirty miles to the
east of Hull.
John and Harriet had seven children together, all in Rawcliffe. They were Jane (1822), Henry (1824),
Elizabeth (1826), Henry (1829), Robert (1833), John (1835) and George (1839). Their first son Henry and
their son George did not survive infancy.
Harriet was recorded in the 1841, 1851 and 1861 Censuses with her husband John and details are given in
his chapter. No profession was recorded for her in these Censuses.
Her husband John died in Rawcliffe in 1868.
When the 1871 Census was recorded, Harriet was still in Rawcliffe and living alone at “England’s
Cottages”, which was on or close to Station road.
Sometime after 1871 Harriet moved 40 miles east to the city of Bradford
Harriet died on 27 August 1877 at 1 Rand Street in the Horton district of Bradford. She was 77 years old.
Cause of death was stated to be dropsy. Present at the death (according to her certificate) was her daughter
Martha Walton, but this was actually Elizabeth Walton, who "made her mark" was unable or too
embarrassed to point out the error.
Harriet on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Hutton-2205
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Mary Bradwell (4G-Grandmother) (1835-1908)
Mary was born in Sheffield and baptised 22 April 1835 to Ellis Bradwell, a whitemsith, and Mary Bramall.
She was their fifth child and fourth daughter.
In the 1841 Census she was living with her parents,
her older sisters Hannah, Sarah and Elizabeth and
younger siblings Harriet and Ellis in Harvest Lane,
Brightside Bierlow, Sheffield.
Harvest Lane was about one mile to the north of
Sheffield Cathedral (then called the Sheffield Parish
Church), and it’s likely she would have grown up
being able to see the Cathedral’s spire in the
distance. The industrial revolution caused Sheffield
to grow from a modest city of 31,000 persons in
1801 to 185,000 in 1861.
I have found no sign of her in the 1851 Census, but
in April 1861 Mary was recorded in the Census as a
house servant living in the household of William
Parker, who was described as an East India
merchant. The household was located on High
Terrace, Torquay.
In August of 1861, however, she was in Sheffield,
where she married John Mason on 9 August. I can
only imagine that they had known each other prior
to Mary moving to Torquay.
They both settled in Torquay shortly after the
marriage.
They had six children while living in Torquay, John
Henry (1862), Joseph (1864), Harriet Hannah
(1865), William (1867), Esther Ann (1869) and
Elizabeth Mary (1870). They returned to Sheffield
in the early 1870s, where they had three more
From ‘Plan of Sheffield in 1823’, John Leather,
children, George (1873) Robert Arthur (1874) and Land Surveyor, Sheffield
Frank (1881). Their daughter Elizabeth died at
around three years of age and George in infancy.
Their children Esther and Robert were deaf and Esther later married a deaf man.
They possibly had congenital deafness as a result of Mary contracting rubella in the early stages of her
pregnancy. There was a roughly 1 in 2 chance of a fetus being affected developmentally by the rubella
virus, resulting in either poor hearing, poor eyesight, heart problems or any combination of the three. A
Rubella vaccine wasn’t developed until 1969.
In 1908 Mary was living at 19 Hermitage Street, a location that is now an Aldi car park. She died there on
6 August 1908 of stomach cancer and was buried in the Burngreave cemetery. Mary was 73 years old.
Mary’s descendants https://www.wikitree.com/genealogy/Bradwell-Descendants-83
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Ellis Bradwell (5G-Grandfather) (1802-1864)
Ellis was born to Hugh Bradwell and Ann Wragg in the village of Bradwell, Derbyshire. He was baptised
on Christmas Day 1802 in the neighbouring village of Hope, as Bradwell did not have it’s own Anglican
church until 1868.
The name of Bradwell is derived from the Old English words brād, meaning broad, or wide, and wella, a
spring or stream. Some hold that it actually means broad wall, a reference to the nearby ruined Roman fort
of Navio, but this is likely folk etymology.
In his teens Ellis was likely apprenticed to learn his trade as a whitesmith (tinsmith). Unlike blacksmiths,
tinsmiths do the majority of their work on cold metal, although they might use a hearth to heat and help
shape raw materials. Tinsmiths could make items such as cutlery, water pitchers, and candle holders.
There’s a good chance he did his apprenticeship in Sheffield, which was already a rapidly growing
industrial centre and only fourteen miles to the east of Bradwell.
In 1824 however, he was in Tankersley, a village ten miles to the north of Sheffield, when he married
Hannah Bramall on 1 March 1824 at Saint Peter’s. Hannah was originally from the village of Stannington,
which is actually situated between Bradwell and Sheffield. Both were residents of Tankersley at the time of
their marriage. The witnesses were John Woolhouse and Eliza Woolhouse.
Ellis’ brother Joseph had married a woman from Stannington, and it is possible he met Hannah through this
connection.
Ellis and Hannah had ten children together, all in
Sheffield, Hannah (1825), John (1827), Sarah
(1830), Elizabeth (1833), Mary (1835), Ellis (1840),
Joseph (1843), Emma (1845) and Ellen (1848).
Ellis appears three times in Post Office directories
in the 1830s, indicating he was self employed.
In 1833 he was listed at Bridgehouses, an area to
the north of the River Don. In 1834 and 1837 his
address was given as Steam Street. It’s hard to
locate Steam Street with certainty, but it appears it
came off Love Street, near Corporation Street on
the south side of the River Don.
His brother Joseph also lived Sheffield, and worked Bridgehouses Wesleyan Chapel, demolished in
1878, picturesheffield.com
as a razor blade forger on Broomspring Lane.
When the 1841 Census was taken on 6 June 1841, Ellis was living with his wife Hannah and all their
children, excepting John at Harvest Lane in the Brightside Bierlow section of Sheffield, just to the north of
the River Don. No trace has been found of his son John after his baptism and it is generally assumed he
died as an infant.
By the time of the 1851 Census he
was recorded as living in the
Bridgehouses district again, with his
wife Hannah and children Elizabeth,
Ellis, Joseph, Emma and Ellen. His
profession was described as
Journeyman Smith. In strict usage, a
journeyman is a fully qualified
tradesman who cannot yet work as a
master craftsman, but can work as an
employee.

Junction of Harvest Lane/Pyebank (later Pitsmoor Road) from the
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junction with Mowbray Street/ Bridgehouses, picturesheffield.com
It seems that Ellis re-trained as a blacksmith, as he is described as such in the 1861 Census.
In 1859 Hannah died and not long after Ellis ended up in the Sheffield Union Workhouse. Workhouses had
been developed as a place to provide work and accommodation for the destitute. Conditions were
intentionally harsh, so as to ensure only the truly destitute would apply. However, over the course of the
nineteenth century they increasingly became refuges for the elderly, infirm and sick.
According to The Victorian Workhouse (Trevor May, 2011), by the late 1840s most workhouses outside
London and the larger provincial towns housed only the incapable, elderly and sick.
It would appear then that Ellis was no longer capable of working, but what is unexplained is why he was
not taken in by any of his children, many of whom had capacity to do so.
It does appear that the failure to care from him caused a rift in the family. His son Joseph was serving in the
British Army in Canada at the time, returning to England only in 1866, before swiftly departing for
Australia. His great-granddaughter later stated that her father stated that his grandfather came out to
Australia after an argument and as far as he knew all contact with the home people was severed.
Ellis likely lived at the Kelham Street workhouse, although there was also the Hollow Meadows
workhouse six miles out of town, but this appears to have been more for the able bodied poor. He did not
reside at the Fir Vale workhouse, which was only built in 1874.
Ellis died on 14 January 1864 at the Union Workhouse of chronic bronchitis and was buried with Hannah
on 18 January 1864 at St Nicholas, High Bradfield. He was 62 years old, although his age was recorded as
60 on both his death certificate and his headstone.
Ellis on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Bradwell-135

Hugh Bradwell (6G-Grandfather) (1766-1831)
Hugh was born in the hamlet of Smalldale, near the village Bradwell, Derbyshire and baptised on 12
October 1766 at St Peter’s in the nearby village of Hope. His parents were John Bradwell and Mary Fox.

1897 Ordnance survey map showing Smalldale and it’s relationship to Bradwell
Hugh learnt to read and write, an unusual skill for the time, which is evidenced by his signature on his
marriage record.
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Hugh married Nanny Wragg on 18
April 1786 at St Peter’s church in the
village of Hope. The witnesses were
Thomas Hilton and Nathan
Woodroofe. The latter was a church
official whose signature appears on
many marriage records.
Hugh and Nanny had twelve children
together, John (1786), Robert (1788),
Hugh (1790), Mary (1792), Hugh
(1794), William (1796), Joseph
(1798), Nancy (1800), Ellis (1802),
Isaac (1804), Hannah (1806), and
Thomas (1809).
St Peter’s, Hope, taken 2015
Their first child was born in Smalldale, all the rest were born in Bradwell.
Ten of their children survived to adulthood, at least eight had children of their own, while their first Hugh
and son Isaac both died in infancy.
There was a land tax assessment carried out in 1798 and a Hugh Bradwell is recorded in Hope parish, but
this is almost certainly a different Hugh, probably the same one who died around 1803 and described as
Hugh Bradwell, Yeoman of Offerton in the parish of Hope.
Our Hugh’s profession was given as miner on his wife’s later death certificate. This was a common
profession in the district, especially in the nineteenth century, but lead mining had been carried out in the
area since at least Roman times.
Hugh prepared his will on 28 January 1830, he was of sound mind and body at the time and described
himself as a miner. The will states that all his debts, ready money, effects, and other estate, together with
his mines and shares of mines were to be left to his wife Ann, and on her death to be sold and the proceeds
shared equally amongst his ten named children. His sons William and Thomas were named as executors.

Hugh’s signature on his will
Hugh died in Bradwell in 1831 and was buried on 20 May at St Peter’s in Hope. He was 64 years old.
Hugh on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Bradwell-196
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John Bradwell (7G-Grandfather) (1721-1786)
John was born at a farm named Newwall Nook, located three-quarters of a mile south of the village of
Bradwell. His parents were Hugh and Grace Bradwell. He was baptised on 8 January 1721 at St Peter’s in
Hope. The baptism was recorded in Latin as Johannes fil Hugonis et Gracia Bradwall de Newwall Nook.

Newwall Nook in 2009 from Google StreetView. The buildings probably postdate John’s birth.
John married Mary Fox on 2 July 1744 at St Peter’s
in Hope.
John and Mary had ten children together, the first
born in Bradwell and the remainder in Smalldale.
They were Robert (1745), Ann (1747), Mary
(1750), William (1752), John (1754), Thomas
(1757), Edward (1759), Alice (1761), Isaac (1763)
and Hugh (1766).

1880 Ordnance Survey map showing Newwall Nook
and Bradwell
In 1747 the preacher John Wesley, one of the founders of Methodism, visited Bradwell and preached in the
Town Gate, close to the stocks. Even if John didn’t attend the event, it would have been much discussed
afterwards. John Wesley visited Bradwell agaiun in 1765 when he wrote “March 23rd, Saturday, we took
horse from Sheffield in a furious wind which was ready to bear us away. About 10 I preached at Bradwell
in the High Peak, where, notwithstanding the storm, abundance of people were got together.”
John’s father-in-law died in 1761 and in his will John was required to provide an income of ten shillings
per annum to his mother-in-law. John’s wife inherited “the house, barn & garden where they now live &
the croft in Smalldale formerly called Frith garden.”
In 1784 it was recorded that Adam Hallam, butcher, conveyed to John Bradwall, yeoman, a house and
butcher's shop in Bradwall.
John prepared his will on 17 January 1786. He declared himself of sick and weak body but of sound mind
and described himself as a yeoman. He left his estate, excepting his mines and shares of mines to his wife
until her death, and then gave instructions as to how it should be distributed upon her death.
•

To grandson William, son of Robert, deceased: a dwelling house, barn and appurtenances
currently occupied by Ellis Middleton and also a garden on the north side of Smalldale known as
Frith Garden and also one shilling.
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•

To his son John: The house lived in and premises and appurtenances, although for this he was to
give his nieces and nephews by his brother Robert five pounds each when they turned twenty-one.

•

To his son Isaac: the dwelling house and appurtenances occupied by John Moorhouse and barn
that had been purchased from George Sellars

•

To his son Hugh: The house, barn and garden occupied by Thomas Hallam and the two butcher’s
shops purchased from Adam Hallam.

•

To his daughter Ann, wife of Henry Hill: The house and appurtenances where his son Isaac then
lived and a field named Micklow Ditch.

•

To his daughter Alice: The house, barn and appurtenances where John himself was living and one
rood (ca 1,000 m2)of land that he had purchased from Christopher Butcher

•

To his living children: His mines and shares of mines in the Liberty of Bradwell and the Liberty of
Hazelbadge and all the tools and materials belonging to them.

•

To his living children: That part of an estate lately purchased from Lady Mazarine named
Marshall Park containing fourteen acres, also a close lying within the Liberty of Hope called New
Close.

John was unable sign his name on his will, making only his mark, although I can’t say if this was due to
poor health or illiteracy. John died either on the day he made his will or the next, for he was buried on 19
January 1786 at St Peter’s, Hope. His burial was recorded as John Bradwell, senior, of Smalldale.
John on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Bradwell-81
John’s descendants https://www.wikitree.com/genealogy/Bradwell-Descendants-81

Patricia Head's Family History 24/10/19

Page 78 of 94

Hugh Bradwell (8G-Grandfather) (1674-1752)
While there are a number of possible dates for Hugh’s birth, and hence his parents, it appears most likely
that he was born in 1674 to Hugh Bradwell and Alice Eyre at Newwall Nook, and baptised at St Peter’s,
Hope on 15 November 1674, recorded in Latin as Hugh Bradwall fil. Hugh et Ales de neaunooke.
This is the most likely baptism because at least some of his children were later born at Newwall Nook, with
the only other children born in that locality in that period those of his elder brother Edward.
No record has been found of Hugh’s marriage to Grace which probably occurred around 1707. They either
married in a different parish or the marriage was not transcribed into the register at Hope.
According to Seth Evans, in his 1912 book Bradwell: Ancient and modern, “Down to within a few years
ago it was the custom to exact toll from wedding parties before they would allow them to get married. The
method was to stretch a rope across the road to prevent them passing to church or chapel, and not to allow
the bride and bridegroom to pass until the latter had paid toll. Often the church or chapel gates were
fastened while the ceremony was going on, and only unfastened when the toll was paid. The money was
generally spent at the nearest public-house.”
Hugh and Grace had at least five children together, Alice (1708), Elizabeth (1712), Mary (1715), William
(1718) and John (1721). They also had two unnamed infants who did not have a baptism recorded, only a
burial, one in 1711 and the other in 1719.
Hugh’s residence when both Elizabeth and John was recorded as Newwall Nook, for Alice and Mary it was
Bradwell. His residence when their unnamed child was buried in 1711 was Outland Head, another cluster
of farm buildings just 300 metres from Newwall Nook.
The attribution of William as a son of Hugh and Grace is uncertain. His parents were recorded as Hugh and
Alice but this may have been an error by the church official, as Edward and Alice Bradwell were also
living at Newwall Nook at the time.
His daughter Mary died in 1742, with her death recorded in the register as Mary fil. Hugh Bradwall
Newnook, suggesting that Hugh was both still alive and living in Newwall Nook.
Hugh died in 1752 and was buried on 6 October at St. Peter's, Hope. He does not appear to have left a will.
Hugh's wife Grace died in 1765 and was buried on 20 November, her burial being recorded as Widow
Grace Bradwall Smalldale.
Hugh on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Bradwell-133

Hugh Bradwell (9G-Grandfather) (ca1640s-1724)
Our journey back in time with the Bradwells ends with Hugh Bradwell. He was probably born in the late
1640s in Bradwell, but the parish registers are missing for this period.
To quote from An Account of the Church and Parish of Hope in the County of Derby, by William Smith
Porter (1923), “The Parish Registers commence in February 1598-99; and the earlier pages are dirty,
stained, and in many places quite illegible. They appear also to have been freely used by members of the
Woodroofe family for practising their signatures. These Registers were, I believe, for a long time kept at
the Woodroofe Arms; and they suffered a serious mutilation during this period.
The Baptisms extend to March 1646, with a few isolated entries up 1659; the Marriages to August
1640, with two isolated entries in 1642 and 1656 respectively; the Burials end in September 1641, with a
single entry in 1644. The second volume of the Registers commences in 1661. The hiatus between the two
volumes corresponds roughly to the period of Civil War followed by the Commonwealth, when Church
observances were discouraged and records were kept spasmodically or not it all. Registers were supposed
to be kept during this period, but were taken out of the hands of the Church by an ordinance of 1653.”
This is a shame because the name Bradwell and Hugh Bradwell in particular comes up many times in
various records dating back to 1399.
Three burials and no baptisms have been identified from Newwall Nook that might be relatives. An
unnamed infant, child of Hugh, was buried on 12 September 1667 in Hope, while six days later a Catherine
Bradwell from Newanooke (sic) was buried. An Aaron Bradwell, son of George was buried in 1678. Place
of residence was only rarely recorded in the first half of the seventeenth century.
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On his wife's side, a Dorothy Eyre died at Newwall Nook and was buried on 22 November 1688.
Hugh married Alice Eyre on 9 December 1669 at Saint Peter's in Hope. They appear to have only had three
children together, Edward (1672), Hugh (1674) and Catherine (1681), all in Newwall Nook.

Marriage record from Hope parish register
Alice died in 1688 and was buried on 26 November at Hope.
Their son Edward stayed on at Newwall Nook, having a family there in the early 1700s. Their son Hugh
remained associated with Newwall Nook for the births of some of his children.
Hugh died at Newwall Nook in 1724 (modern calendar) and was buried on 24 March at St Peter's, Hope.
He does not appear to have left a will.
Hugh on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Bradwell-305

Mary Fox (7G-Grandmother) (1722-1790)
Mary was born in late 1721 or early 1722 in Smalldale, Derbyshire to Thomas Fox, a prosperous miner,
and Alice. Mary was baptised on 29 January 17227 at St Peter's in Hope.
Mary was the second of eleven children to her parents, but only four or five of them survived past
childhood and adolescence, and Mary would have been witness to the deaths of many of her siblings.
Mary married John Bradwell on 2 July 1744 at St Peter’s in Hope.
Mary and John had ten children together, the first born in Bradwell and the remainder in Smalldale.
They were Robert (1745), Ann (1747), Mary (1750), William (1752), John (1754), Thomas (1757), Edward
(1759), Alice (1761), Isaac (1763) and Hugh (1766).
Mary's father died in 1761 and in his will he stated “Also I give and devise to my daughter Mary wife of
John Bradwall and to her heirs and assigns forever the house wherein she now dwells with a garden and
barn thereto belonging. Also one small croft lying in Smalldale aforesaid formerly called Frith Garden
paying thereout unto my said wife the sum of ten shillings a year during her life which several payments
my will and mind shall be paid half yearly”.

Relevant section of Thomas Fox's will
Her husband died in January 1786, in his will he left his estate, excepting his mines and shares of mines to
Mary until her death.
Mary died at Smalldale in 1790 and was buried on 17 October at St. Peter's in Hope. She was 68 years old.
Mary on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Fox-9000

7 1721 in the old Julian calendar
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Thomas Fox (8G-Grandfather) (1691-1761)
Thomas was born in Bradwell, Derbyshire to Thomas Fox and Jane Hall. He was baptised on 17 April
1691 at St. Peter's, Hope.
His father passed away when Thomas was just seventeen years old.
It's not clear where he married his wife, but her name was Alice and they likely married in 1718, and
almost certainly outside the parish of Hope.
They had eleven children together, Robert (1719), Mary (1722), Ann (1723), Martha (1724), Thomas
(1727), Henry (1731), Alice (1733, Jane (1734), Charity (1735), William (1738) and Hannah (1741).
Two of their children died in infancy and another four died in childhood.
Thomas voted in the election of 1734 for the county of Derby. His vote was recorded at Hope, with his
residence recorded as Smalldale. The candidates were Lord Charles Cavendish, Sir Nathaniel Curzon and
Henry Harpur, esquire. Thomas, and the overwhelming majority of electors in the local area, voted for
Lord Cavendish.
The property requirement for voting was to own land worth a yearly rent of forty shillings. A little under
6,000 electors cast their votes in Derbyshire.
There were churchwardens appointed for St. Peter's at Hope, and very often one was from Bradwell.
Thomas served as a warden in both 1750 and 1757.
Churchwardens were the guardians of the public parts of the church (the nave, porch and belfry, but not the
chancel), the silver, books and furnishings, and of other possessions such as the churchyard and any land.
They were responsible for their upkeep and maintenance and for any fund-raising involved. It was an
unpaid position.
Thomas prepared his will on 21 May 1760, where he described himself as a miner. He distributed his
possessions as follows:
•

To his wife Alice: “during her natural life the house wherein I now dwell” (after her death to their
son Thomas), “one cow and my will and mind is that she shall have room in the barn and
shippon8 for laying of hay and standing for one cow during her life or so long as she shall think
proper to keep one”, also “one half part share of all my mines within the Liberty of King's Field”
(on her death to Thomas again), also “two crofts called Duding Croft and Wyld Croft lying in
Smalldale” (again to Thomas) as well as a total of 70 shillings to be paid to her yearly by her
children from their inheritance.

•

To his son Thomas: Initially one-half, but on the decease of his mother all of his father's “shares
in mines with all mineral tolls and possessions thereto belonging”, Duding Croft and Wyld Croft,
“forty pounds of the lawful money of Great Britain” from which he was expected to give 30
shillings a year to his mother, on the death of his mother “the best bed and bedding” and “also
the clock and one long seat in the house”.

•

To his son-in-law Robert Burrows: Robert's debt of fifty pounds was waived and he was to pay ten
shillings a year to Thomas' widow Mary.

•

To his daughter Jane, wife of Robert Middleton: “the house wherein she now dwells with a shop
therein adjoining standing and being in Smalldale”, Jane was also expected to give her mother
twenty shillings a year.

•

To his daughter Mary, wife of John Bradwall: “the house wherein she now dwells with a garden
and barn thereto belonging. Also one small croft lying in Smalldale aforesaid formerly called
Frith Garden” they were also to pay ten shillings yearly to his widow.

•

To his daughter Hannah: “thirty five pounds of lawful money of Great Britain” and “the house
wherein my son Thomas now dwells with one bay of a barn thereto adjoining also a stable
standing cross the way near the said house”, also “the bed and bedding thereto belonging
wherein she usually does lye. Also one chest in the little chamber, one large oval table and one
large seat in the house place. Also one stone trough standing to the wall of my son Thomas house

8 A shippon is a cattle shed, from the Old English scypen.
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and one small building called the coalhouse” All except the first item were to be received on the
death of her mother.
Thomas died in 1761 in Smalldale and was buried
on 10 February at St. Peter's, Hope. He was 70
years old.

Thomas' signature from his will
Thomas on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Fox-12212

Jane Hall (9G-Grandmother)
Jane was born in Little Hucklow, Derbyshire and baptised on 19 May 1661 at Saint Peter's, Hope. Her
father was Anthony Hall, a yeoman farmer.
Jane married Thomas Fox on 13 June 1689 at Hope. They lived in Bradwell where they had three children
together, Thomas (1691), Jane (1696) and William (1703).
Jane's husband Thomas died in Bradwell in early 1708 and was buried at Hope on 23 January.
Following Thomas' death Jane remarried to Robert Bramwell at Hope on 11 August 1709.
Robert died !!continue

Anthony Hall (10G-Grandfather)

Anthony appears in the Easter roll for the parish of Hope in 1658
http://texts.wishful-thinking.org.uk/HopeNotes/ChapterVIII.html
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Elizabeth Jane Blackwell (3G-Grandmother) (1864-1949)
Elizabeth was born 3 March 1864 in Warwick,
Queensland. Her parents were Henry Blackwell and
Harriet Clark. She was their fifth child and third
daughter.
She married Joseph Mason in Killarney on 16
December 1889.
They had five children together, John Henry (1890),
who died shortly thereafter, Esther (1891), Mary
Elizabeth (1893), Ellen (1902) and Edna Beatrice
(1908).
Elizabeth suffered suffered from post natal
depression after Ellen’s birth. As a consequence
Esther and Mary were brought up by Elizabeth’s
younger sister Sarah Wyton.
In June 1919 the Warwick Daily News reported that
“One day last week Mrs. Joseph Mason had the
misfortune to fall on a landing at the rear of her
residence and break her left arm below the elbow.”
Elizabeth died in May 1949 in Killarney. Her
funeral was held on 11 May.
Elizabeth Jane Blackwell(Source: Roslyn Falvey)
This, unfortunately is the extent of what I know about Elizabeth.
Browse newspaper items about Elizabeth here http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?lpublictag=Elizabeth%20Jane%20Mason%20nee%20Blackwell
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Henry Blackwell (4G-Grandfather) (1831-1906)
Henry was born 4 February 1831 in Bath, Somerset. His parents were John Blackwell, a smith, and Sarah
Ann Bullock. His family were living at the delightfully named 9 Comfortable Place, a set of terraces on the
corner of Upper Bristol Road (the A4) and Onega Terrace, less than a mile from the town centre, just north
of the Avon River. They were also very close to the Royal Victoria Park, opened by the 11 year old
Princess Victoria in 1830. Terraces 7 to 9 have been extensively re-modelled and are currently (2016) the
location of a fitness club.
The town of Bath has a long history. It was called
by the Romans Aquae Sulis, Waters of Sulis, after
assimilating the Celtic goddess Sul into the cult of
Minerva. The Romans built a temple there in about
60-70 AD, although evidence suggests it was used
as a sacred site by the British before that. A bathing
complex was built up over the next 300 years. It fell
largely into disuse after the departure of the
Romans, but in 675 a monastery was built there,
and by the 9th century it was a substantial town, with
King Alfred allocating 1,000 men for it’s defence.
In 1676 the book A discourse of Bathe, and the hot
waters there. Also, Some Enquiries into the Nature
of the water excited the interest of (rich) people as
to the health giving properties of the waters there,
and substantial development occurred in the town in
the 18th century. It was the ninth largest town in
England in 1801, but the Industrial revolution and
growth of other centres caused it to drop into 25th
place by 1861, with a population of ‘only’ 52,500.
In 1841 Henry was living with his parents and
siblings at Riddles Court, Bristol. This was in the
area of Anvil Street. No profession was given, so he
may still have been a student.
1 Comfortable Place,
https://www.flickr.com/photos/quentinw/5607526281

The 1851 Census captured him as a visitor in St.
Mary’s Parish, Lambeth, quite close to the centre of
London.

Henry was visiting Robert Breeze, a 64 year old baker. Henry’s own profession was given as Grocer,
Shopman.
Henry married Harriet Clark on 29 April 1852 in the Bath Registry Office. He was working as a porter at
the time, and they were both living at 1 Peter Street. The witnesses were David Jenkins and Laura
Blackwell. Laura was his sister.
It’s a little unusual that they were both living at the same address prior to marriage. While I don’t think it
happened as late as the 1850’s some marriages were not recognised as official by the authorities, and there
would sometimes be a second marriage that was official. The only reason I think this is a possibility in
Henry and Harriet’s case is because a marriage date of 21 March 1852 appears in some researcher’s trees,
but I cannot find what that date is based on.
Using the same address was also a strategy to avoid paying two sets of banns fees, if they were both
resident in different parishes.
Henry and Harriet had three children in England, Henry John (1853), Maria Harris (1854), and Harriet
(1858). After Henry's birth they moved from Bath to the Aston district of Birmingham, some ninety miles
north of Bath.
Henry came out to Australia, without his family, some time between 1858 and 1861. His wife and children
came out on the Mangerton, arriving in Brisbane on 7 August 1861. I can’t find exactly when Henry came
out; his immigration record was probably amongst those lost in the 1893 flood.
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Henry and Harriet had another six children together in Australia, William Albert (1862), Elizabeth Jane
(1864), Frederick George (1866), Sarah Anne (1868), Alfred (1872-1872) and Alfred August (1874).
In August 1860 Henry contributed five shillings to a campaign to release Edward Jones from the Brisbane
Gaol.
The Wesleyan Reverend William Fidler had sued Edward Jones, a young auctioneer in Warwick, for
slander and claimed £100 as damages. Edward had merely been repeating statements well known to much
of the town, whatever they were - all the letters to the editor on the subject were very careful not to repeat
the allegations. A key witness in Edward’s favour had not been able to testify at his case, and the jury
found against the defendant, for 40 shillings in damages, as well as Reverend Fidler’s costs. However the
legal costs of the case crippled Edward, coming to over £92, and he was placed in gaol. The case had a
high profile, and was even raised in State Parliament, with respect to changing the law allowing such an
injustice.
In January 1863 Henry was a witness in an embezzlement case against his former employer, Warwick
Postmaster Jonathon Harris. Harris was his employer in September 1861. Henry’s testimony was that he
did not see or open the letter in question. Jonathon was his brother in law, being married Henry’s elder
sister Maria. Maria and Jonathon had lived in South Africa for a period before coming to Australia.
Jonathon Harris was convicted and sentenced to three years, but did not serve any time. There were some
doubts as to the credibility of the witness.
In 1883 Henry selected an 80 acre homestead by the Land Court, and in 1884 he was accepted onto the
electoral roll, a property qualification still being required to vote at the time. In 1888 he applied for a
‘Certificate of Fulfilment of Conditions’ for his property. Landowners were required to fulfil certain
conditions with respect to their properties, such as developing and improving the land for agriculture,
before their ownership became final.
In the 1894 Wise’s Post Office Directory Henry was listed as a farmer in the Killarney area.
In 1903 and 1905 he was recorded in the electoral roll as living on Wintervale farm in the Killarney region.
His occupation was given as no occupation. Also at Wintervale farm were Albert James Blackwell, no
occupation, and Alfred August Blackwell, farmer.
Henry died on 4 June 1906 of cardiac disease. He was 75 years old.
Browse newspaper articles about Henry here http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?l-publictag=Henry
%20Blackwell
Henry on wikitree https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Blackwell-2421
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John Blackwell (5G-Grandfather) (1804-1882)
John was born in Bath, Somerset to James and Mary Blackwell. He was baptised on 4 November 1804 at
All Saints Church in Weston. Weston is the part of Bath to the north-west of the city centre.
There has been a church on the current site of All Saints Church since at least 1156, but no part of the
existing church is older than the 15th century, and most of the church was built in the 1830s, by which time
John was already a young man with his own family.
John married Sarah Bullock, a Bristol native eight years his senior on 2 July 1826 at the church of St
Phillip and St Jacob in Bristol. Bristol is 13 miles downstream from Bath along the River Avon. John was
probably working in Bristol when they met as their first child, Maria was born there in 1828.
The rest of their seven children were baptised in Bath. They were Laura (1829), Henry (1831), John
(1833), Sarah Anne (1835), James (1837) and Emma (1840). Their last child, Emma, died in 1856 and had
been listed as ‘dumb’ in the 1851 census.
John worked as a smith most of his life. From both the Census and his children’s birth certificates, his
occupation has been recorded variously as simply Smith (1828, 1841 and 1858), Brightsmith (1830 and
1833), Blacksmith (1849), journeyman Iron Founder (1851) and Tin Plate Worker (1871 and 1881). He did
have a relatively brief foray into working as a Warehouseman in 1861.
In 1861 his son John junior had been working as Tin Plate maker, and perhaps that’s how John senior
ended up back in that line of work.
Brightsmith is another word for whitesmith, which in turn is another word for tinsmith, although I’m not
sure if the nature of the work was identical.
Tin was produced in sheets. Iron plates were rolled and then coated in tin, which is the same way cans for
canned food are made today. It was not possible to weld tin, it could only be made watertight by the use of
solder (which contained lead). Exposure to the flux used in soldering affected the health of many tin
workers. As you might imagine, using lead based solder on tins could also affect the health of people eating
tinned food.
John and his family moved around a lot, which was not uncommon for working class urban dwellers at the
time. We already know he grew up in Bath, was in Bristol from at least 1826 to 1828 before returning to
Bath.
In 1830 they lived at 8 Comfortable Place, Bath and in 1833 at 2 Comfortable Place. In 1841 they were
living in Bristol again, in Riddles Court.
By 1851 they were back in Bath, in Walcot at 13
Beauford Square. John’s parents were living at 20
Beauford Square. Five of their six children were still
living with them, only Henry having moved out. Both
sons were working as errand boys, Laura was a straw
bonnet maker and Sarah was still at school, even though
she was fifteen years old. Also in the house were his
niece, Ellen Blackwell, a dressmaker, and two visitors,
a 40 year old smith named Isaac Robbins, and a 17 year
old errand boy, Henry Stevens.
There was a second family of four also living at 13
Beauford Square, which (apparently) suggests that the
outbuildings at the rear had been converted into living
space. There’s a 62 page document on the web titled
The history of 13 Beauford Square, Bath9 if you’re
really interested.

13 Beauford Square, Google Street View, 2015
9 http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/WAM/doc/BackGround%20Papers-726782.pdf?
extension=.pdf&id=726782&location=VOLUME3&contentType=application/pdf&pageCount=62&appid=1001

Patricia Head's Family History 24/10/19

Page 86 of 94

By 1861 they had moved again, this time to 46b
Alcester Street, Birmingham, having moved quite
some distance from Bath this time. John and Sarah
were living only with their son John junior and
daughter in law Eliza, but John senior was still the
‘head’ of the household.
They weren’t to settle in Birmingham, however, and
1871 finds John and Sarah living at 20 George
Street, Southwark, in central London and looking
after their grandson by Laura, William Jenkins, who
was ten years old.
John’s wife Sarah died in September 1878, they had
by then moved to 28 George Street. 1881 finds John
still living in Southwark, but now as a lodger with
the young Cooper family at 28 Sturgess Street. A
little after this, with his health failing, John moved
to be closer to his family, shifting to 1 Clarendon
Street (or Avenue) a few miles to the south of
Southwark. He had relatives at 6 Clarendon Street.

Photo of John Blackwell (Source: David Fox)
John died on 24 November 1882 of senile decay. He was 78 years old. His daughter Agnes Finch was
present at his death.
John Blackwell’s descendants https://www.wikitree.com/genealogy/Blackwell-Descendants-2422
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James Blackwell (6G-Grandfather) (1780-1865)
James was born in Rodborough, Gloucestershire in 1780 to William and Ann Blackwell. He was baptised
on 24 September of that year. James was the fourth of nine siblings.

Extract from Parish Register
Rodborough is located in the Cotswolds, and is a parish immediately to the south of the town of Stroud
across the River Frome. The –borough part means hill, but the origin of the Rod- part is uncertain.
The name of the parish, originally that
of an Iron Age earthwork on
Rodborough common, is recorded from
the 8th century. There were a number of
woollen mills along the river when
James was growing up there and
several grand houses owned by the mill
owning clothiers. The Stroud Valleys
were so famous for its woollen
broadcloth that ‘stroud’ became a
general term for the fabric. Stroud cloth
was extensively traded in the 18th
century by the British in North
America with the native inhabitants.
The roads shown in red on the map
were turnpike roads. Turnpikes were
well maintained toll roads. A lot of
trade would have passed through the
area, and ‘carrying’ was another
important local industry.
There were four ale-houses in the
parish in 1788, which we know
because the church petitioned the
magistrate to shut two of them down.

From Isaac Taylor’s map of Gloucestershire, 1800

Rodborough Fort, ca 1913 http://www.stroudlocalhistorysociety.org.uk/people-places/buildings/rodborough-fort/
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On the top of the hill was an inhabited folly, built in 1764, called Fort George at the time, but later
Rodborough Fort. James must have been familiar with this building.
In 1789 the Thames and Severn Canal opened. In 1794 a playhouse opened in Stroud, the abstrusely named
New Theatre.
In 1788 King George III spent 5 weeks in nearby Cheltenham ‘taking the waters’ for his health. When he
left Cheltenham King George (and entourage) travelled two hours to Rodborough to visit the local
magistrate, Sir George Paul, at his home, Hill House (later Rodborough Manor). James was eight years old
at the time and surely would have been in the crowd lined up along the route to watch the royal party.
About the next 13 years of his life we know nothing, except that he probably didn’t go to school, that he
was likely apprenticed as a Stonemason in this period and he moved to the city of Bath.
In 1802 James was living in Walcot, Bath where he married Mary Poole on 14 November in the St Mary’s
Parochial Church. The witnesses were Lucy Maydard (?) and Joseph Tucker, the later likely a parish clerk.
James could not sign his own name but Mary could.
It seems James lived in Bath for the rest of his life. Bath was a growing and quite wealthy city and there
would have been plenty of work for a stonemason.
James and Mary had seven children together, all born in Bath. They were John (1804), Henry (1806),
William (1810), Mary Ann (1812), James (1820), George (1821) and Elizabeth (1828).
Their son John was baptised at the church in Weston, to the north-west of the city centre, so they may have
lived out there for a while, but most evidence we have points to them living close to the centre. Weston was
outside the conurbation of Bath at this time.
He was picked up in the 1841 Census, when he was living at Cross Lane with his wife Mary, son George,
who was working as a shoemaker and daughter Elizabeth. Cross Lane ran between Monmouth and
Kingsmead streets, and was narrow, perhaps just wide enough to fit a small modern car down it.
The houses on Cross Lane were badly damaged in April 1942 from Luftwaffe bombing raids (called locally
the Bath Blitz), and the lane and buildings no longer exist. In fact, in these raids 19,000 buildings were
destroyed or damaged and 400 people died.
In 1851 James and Mary, along with their
granddaughter, Elizabeth, were living at 20
Beauford Square, Bath. Beauford Square runs
between Barton and Princes Street.
20 Beauford Square was designed and built around
1730 by John Stahan.
The modern aspect of 20 Beauford makes it look
like a genteel property occupied by respectable
upper middle class people (indeed in 2016 it rents
for £2,250 pcm), and it is opposite a nice green.
However, even with three levels plus attic, there
wouldn’t be more than 180m2 of internal space, but
the 1851 Census recorded 18 people in seven
‘households’ at the address, so by modern standards
it would have been very crowded.
The continuation of Beauford Square to the east
becomes Trim Street. The author Jane Austen lived
in Trim Street in the first half of 1806, in the period
after her father died and her family was in poor
financial circumstances10.
20 Beauford Square, Bath, ca 2016
Jane Austen had earlier referred to Trim Street in 1801 when writing to her sister Cassandra “In the
meantime she (Jane’s mother) assures you that she will do everything in her power to avoid Trim Street
10 Although not so poor they actually had to work. Ha!

Patricia Head's Family History 24/10/19

Page 89 of 94

although you have not expressed the fearful presentiment of it which was rather expected.” So, I guess
that’s where they thought the poor people lived.
The Blackwells certainly weren’t living on Beauford Square at the time, but Jane Austen lived in Bath from
1800 to 1806, so it’s possible they crossed paths with Jane Austen, maybe even made eye contact.
James had moved next door to 19 Beauford Square by the time of 1861 Census, still with his wife. He was
employed as a Lodging House Keeper, but incorrectly named as Thomas Blackwell. They moved again
after this to 13 Beauford Square, where James died on 15 December 1865 of ‘Natural Decay’. He was 85
years old.
James Blackwell’s descendants https://www.wikitree.com/genealogy/Blackwell-Descendants-2423

Mary Poole (6G-Grandmother) (1781-1866)
Mary was born in the village of Twerton to Thomas and Betty Poole, and was baptised on 18 November
1781. Mary had an older brother, John, older sister, Nancy and a younger sister, Jane.
Twerton means settlement at the double ford, from
the Old English words twī-, double or two, and ford,
with the suffix –ton indicating a settlement,
becoming first Twiverton and then Twerton.
Twerton is located two miles to the west of Bath, on
the south side of the Avon River, and is now a
suburb of Bath. In 1743, a passing traveller
recorded seeing vineyards in the area. It’s first
spinning mill was opened in 1792. The village was
largely demolished in the late 1830s to make way
for the Great Western Railway.

1742 Thomas Thorpe map

The church of Saint Michael, while largely re-built
in 1885, contains a font dated to the late 1100s and
has a Norman doorway of similar vintage. It is
possible to walk through the same doorway Mary
used to enter the church.

1742 Thomas Thorpe map

Norman doorway,
http://www.proudoftwerton.com/?p=478
Mary moved to Bath and in 1802 married James Blackwell on 14 November in St Mary’s Parochial
Church.
Mary and James had seven children together, all born in Bath. They were John (1804), Henry (1806),
William (1810), Mary Ann (1812), James (1820), George (1821) and Elizabeth (1828).
I have covered all the places Mary lived in the chapter on James Blackwell.
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In 1841 Mary was recorded as working as
an Ironer, in 1851 as a Laundress and in
1861 (aged 80 years old, mind you) as a
Washerwoman.
Later in the same year she had some of her
washing stolen, but it seems at least some
of it was recovered.
Mary’s husband James died in 1865, and
she then moved to 11 Princes Street to live
with her relatives.
Mary died at Princes Street on 18 February
1866 of senile decay. She was 85 years old.
Mary’s descendants
https://www.wikitree.com/genealogy/Poole- Bath Chronicle and Weekly Gazette, 19 August 1861
Descendants-3208

Sarah Bullock (5G-Grandmother) (1796-1878)
Sarah Bullock was born in Bristol in 1796 to John and Ann Bullock. Sarah was baptised on 25 September
at Saint Phillip and Saint Jacobs Church.
Bristol is derived from the Old English words brycg, a bridge or causeway (the ‘c’ pronounced ‘ch’), and
stow, a place (often a place of assembly or holy place). The first record of Brycgstow was in the early 11th
century. Bristol was a slave trading port back in Saxon times, slaves were taken to Ireland and sold to the
Vikings, who would often on-sell them elsewhere. During the 17th and 18th centuries Bristol was involved
in the transatlantic slave trade. The ‘triangular’ slave trade saw ships leave Bristol for Africa with
brassware and textiles, where they would load up with slaves to be sold in the Americas and return to
England with sugar, tobacco or cotton. There were over 2,000 slaving trips made out of Bristol in this
period. The slave trade was abolished in 1807. There were 68,800 people in Bristol in 1801.
In 1826 Sarah married John Blackwell, a Bath
native eight years her junior on 2 July, at the same
church she was baptised - St Phillip and St Jacob.
John was probably working in Bristol when they
met, and their first child, Maria was born there in
1828.
The rest of their seven children were baptised in
Bath. They were Laura (1829), Henry (1831), John
(1833), Sarah Anne Blackwell (1835), James
Blackwell (1837) and Emma (1840). Their last
child, Emma, died in 1856 and had been listed as
‘dumb’ in the 1851 census.
I’ve covered all the places they lived – and it was
quite a few – in the chapter on her husband.
Sarah was living in London when she died, with her
husband present, on 1 September 1878. The cause
of death was given as old age. She was 82 years old.

Warwick Examiner and Times, 7 December 1878
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Harriet Clark (4G-Grandmother) (1827-1894)
Harriet was born in Glastonbury, Somerset. Her parents were John Clark and Martha Adams. Other
researchers have her baptism date as 8 May 1827, but I cannot locate this record.
Glastonbury is a market town situated on the edge of what would have been an ‘island’ amidst extensive
marshland. The town was first recorded in 725 as Glastingburi. It means “Stronghold of the people of
Glaston”. The –bury comes from the Old English burh, a fortified town. In Old English –inga- meant ‘the
people of’. The name Glaston may be derived from the Celtic glasto, blue or green or glastan, oak trees,
but this is uncertain, it could also be from a personal name.
There has likely been a settlement in the area for millennia, with the nearby ‘Sweet Track’, a wooden
causeway across marshland, dated to 3800 BCE. The nearby Glastonbury Tor has certainly been used as a
defensive and possibly sacred site for millennia, with Stone Age, Iron Age and Roman era artefacts found
on the summit.
In the mid nineteenth century the population of Glastonbury was about 3,300.
Harriet likely didn’t attend school, and later in life she marked her name with an X on her marriage
certificate.
By the age of fourteen Harriet had moved out of home and was working as a servant. There are a number
of possible matches for Harriet in the 1841 Census, but the most likely match, based on geography, is in the
household of William Lovall, a yeoman farmer in the locality of Wick, less than two miles to the east of
Glastonbury. I should note that other researchers have placed her in the town of Wells, six miles north of
Glastonbury, which is also plausible.
In 1851 Harriet was living and working in the household of William Cox, a surgeon at 54 New King Street,
Bath. Her profession was given as Nurse, which likely meant she was a carer to William’s two sons, aged
three years and one year old. There was also an Anna Clark in the house, also from Glastonbury, likely a
sister or cousin of Harriet’s.
Harriet married Henry Blackwell on 29 April 1852 in the Bath Registry Office.
Harriet and Henry had three children in England, Henry John (1853), Maria Harris (1854), and Harriet
(1858) before Henry left for Australia, leaving Harriet and the children behind.
Harriet and her three children were still in England at the time of the 1861 Census, but wasn’t recorded in
it, probably due to being in transit.
They boarded the ship Mangerton at Plymouth, a 993 ton ship captained by a John Penny. There were 361
immigrants on board, and a lot of cargo – 14,400 slates amongst other things.
The Mangerton left Plymouth on 15 April and arrived in Brisbane on 7 August 1861. There were ten deaths
on the trip, 3 adults and the rest infants or children under five. Harriets profession was recorded as
domestic servant in the immigration records.
The following newspaper items have nothing to do with Harriet that I know of, I just found them
interesting.

The Courier, 15 August 1861, “Ipswich News”

The Courier, 12 August 1861
The railway line to Toowoomba didn’t open until 1867, leaving horse drawn carriage as the travel option
for Harriet and her children.
After joining her husband on the Darling Downs, Harriet and Henry had six more children, William Albert
(1862), Elizabeth Jane (1864), Frederick George (1866), Sarah Anne (1868), Alfred (1872-1872) and
Alfred August (1874).
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Harriet died in Killarney, Queensland on 22 January 1894 of ‘general debility’ and ‘syncope’. Syncope is
fainting, so she likely had a heart condition if she was generally weak and prone to fainting. She was 66
years old. Harriet is buried in the Killarney cemetery.
Harriet’s descendants https://www.wikitree.com/genealogy/Clark-Descendants-32487
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Appendix I – Birthplace locations
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